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EEPOET  FOR  1858-9. 


The  Executive  Committee  of  the  American  Anti-Slavery 
Society  have  now  to  add  the  history  of  another  year  to  the 
annals  of  the  Anti-Slaverj^  enterprise. 


Kansas. 

During  this  year  the  Kansas  question  seems  to  hare  reached 
its  solution  ;  so  far,  at  least,  as  to  put  beyond  a  reasonable  doubt 
the  defeat  of  the  attempt  to  make  a  Slave  State  of  the  Terri- 
tory. At  the  date  of  our  last  Report,  the  issue  immediately 
pending  was,  whether  Kansas  would  accept  the  "  Ordinance  " 
proposed  by  the  traitor,  English,  and  be  thereupon  at  once 
admitted  to  the  Union  as  a  Slaveholding  State,  under  the  Le- 
compton  Constitution  ;  or  would  reject  it,  and  take  such  chance 
as  might  remain  of  coming  in  as  a  Free  State.  The  second  day 
of  last  August,  (being  that  of  the  Missouri  State  election,  and 
therefore  one  on  which  the  Border  Ruffians  would  be  busy  at 
home,)  was  wisely  chosen  by  the  Free  State  officials  of  Kansas 
for  the  taking  of  the  vote  on  that  issue.  The  result  was  a  most 
emphatic  rejection  of  the  Ordinance,  and,  consequently  of  th€ 
Lecompton  abomination.  For  accepting,  there  were  hardly  two 
thousand  votes;  and  nearly  twelve  thousand  for  rejecting.  The 
meaning  of  such  a  response,  given  in  spite  of  the  strenuous 
efforts  of  the  General  Government  and  its  partisans  to  secure  a 
different  result,  could  not  easily  be   honestly  mistaken;   and 
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though  some  nnscnipuloiis  politicians  pretended  to  sec  in  it  only 
a  proof  of  the  unwillingness  of  Kansas  to  become  a  State  at 
present,  yet  it  was  doubtless  in  reality  everywhere  well  under- 
stood as  expressing  her  abhoiTcnce  of  the  Lecompton  Constitu- 
tion, and  her  fixed  determination  to  keep  the  curse  of  chattel 
Slavery  from  her  soil.  So  when  the  Prt'sident's  organ,  the 
Washington  Unwn,  says,  "the  vexed  question  of  Slavery  had 
little  or  nothing  to  do  with  the  decision,"  all  we  understand  by 
the  assertion  is,  that  the  "Washington  Union  has  little  or  noth- 
ing to  do  with  truth  and  honesty,  where  the  interests  of  its 
party  and  its  liege  lord,  the  Slave  Power,  are  concenied. 

In  the  greater  part  of  the  Territory  the  Free  State  men  have 
become  so  decidedly  the  stronger  party  that  open  violence  is  no 
longer  attempted  against  them  ;  but  in  the  southern  c>juntie?, 
Avhere  they  are  less  numerous,  the  old  methods  are  still,  at  times 
employed,  with  intent  to  drive  them  out.    At  intervals,  thn.iugh- 
out  the  year,  that  part  of  the  Territory  has  been  the  theatre  of 
civil  war,  or  something  very  like  it ;  and  of  atnuities  hardly  sur- 
passed by  those  of  any  former  pcriofl  in  the  history  of  Kansas. 
Gan<jjs  of  maraudei-s,  composed  in  part  of  the  more  viok-nt  Pro- 
Slavery  men  of  the  Territory,  and  in  part  of  their  Missourian 
allies,  have  ranged  the  country,  robbing,  burning,  and  nuirder- 
ino",  and  the  Free  State  men,  tin<ling  themselves  unj)rotecteil 
bv  the  Government,  anned  and  organized  in  self-defence,  and  at 
times  made  reprisals  upon  their  adversaries,  with  such  energy 
and  effect,  that  the  names  of  their  principal  leaders,  MoN'T(iOM- 
ERY,  and  John  Browx  of  Ossawattomie,  became  a  terror  in  all 
the  haunts  of  Border  Ruffianism.     The  most  signal  achievement 
of  the  Ruffians,  during  the  year,  was  the  massacre,  m  cold  blood, 
of  a  number  of  peaceable  Free  State  men,  who  had  taken  no 
part  in  any  of  the  conflicts  of  physical  force,  but  had  nuxleratcly 
opposed  the  estabUshment  of  Slavery  in  Kansas,  and  had  voted 
against  the  Lecompton  Constitution.     The  murderers,  twenty- 
five  or  thirty  in  number,  mounted  and  anne<l,  (and  most  of  them 
from  Missouri,)  came,  on  the   19th  of  May,  to  the  "  Trading 
Post,"  in  Linn  county,  seized  eleven  men  unarmed  and  unsus- 
})icious  of  danger,  some  of  them  at  work  in  their  fields,  some 
travelling  with  their  teams  on  the  highway,  and  others  in  their 
stores  or  houses,  —  took  them  into  a  secluded  ravine,  drew  them 
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and  five  severely  wounded ;  one  escaped  unhurt  by  falling  with 
the  rest  and  feigning  death.  After  plundering  their  victims,  the 
murderers  fled  in  haste  to  Missouri,  and  were  over  the  line  before 
the  people  of  the  region  —  intensely  excited  by  news  of  the 
massacre,  and  promptly  gathering  for  pursuit  —  could  overtake 
them.  Nothing  has  been  done,  either  by  the  General  Govern- 
ment or  by  that  of  Missouri,  toward  ha\-ing  them  arrested  and 
brought  to  justice,  although  the  names  of  nearly  all  of  them 
were  known ;  and  their  leaders,  in  particular,  had  already  be- 
come notorious  by  former  bloody  deeds  in  the  service  of  Slaver}-. 
How  much,  indeed,  can  be  expected  from  the  General  Govern- 
ment, in  the  way  of  aiding  to  vindicate  law  or  justice  against 
those  who  outrage  both  by  the  methods  they  employ  to  subju- 
gate free  territory  to  Slavery,  we  may  infer  from  the  President's 
appointment,  about  that  time,  of  the  notorious  murderer,  Clark 
—  well  known  as  one  of  the  bloodiest  agents  of  the  Slave 
Power  in  its  war  against  Kansas  —  to  the  office  of  purser  in  the 
navy.  The  massacre  did,  however,  arouse  Governor  Denver  ; 
so  that,  it  is  said,  in  the  first  heat  of  excitement,  he  talked 
strongly  of  what  should  be  done  about  it,  and  spoke  of  a  requi- 
sition upon  the  Governor  of  Missouri  for  its  pcr])Ctrators  ;  but 
we  do  not  learn  that  he  ever  sent  one,  or  if  he  did,  that  any 
notice  was  taken  of  it. 

Denver,  like  his  predecessors,  seems  to  have  begun  his  admin- 
istration with  a  strong  leaning  to  the  Pro-Slaveiy  party;  but  in 
its  progress,  to  have  undergone,  like  them,  a  change  of  feeling, 
as  he  became  better  acquainted  with  the  real  state  of  afiairs; 
till  at  length,  having  found,  probably,  as  they  had  done,  that  the 
task  set  at  Washington  for  a  Governor  of  Kansas  was  too  hard 
for  a  man  with  a  conscience  or  a  decent  self-respect,  or  a  re- 
gard for  the  esteem  of  honest  men,  he  resigned  in  about  nine 
months  after  his  appointment.  A  little  while  before  his  resig- 
nation he  visited  the  seat  of  war  in  the  southern  counties,  and 
by  his  mediation  a  compromise  was  efiected  between  the  con- 
tending parties ;  both  agi'eeing  to  refi-ain  from  all  attempts  to 
avenge  or  punish  alleged  offences  past,  of  either  against  the 
other;  and  to  aAvait  the  action  of  the  regular  authorities  touch- 
ing all  matters  of  complaint.  But  the  Pro-Slavery  party  soon 
broke  the  agreement,  by  treacherously  seizing  a  Free  State  man 
and  confining  him  in  Fort  Scott,  the  Border  Rufiian  strong- 
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hold ;  to  be  tried  on  an  indictment  previously  found  against 
liini  by  a  ])a(k('d  Grand  Jury,  for  some  act  done  before  the  com- 
promise. They  induced  him  to  yield  qiuetly  to  the  arrest  by 
pretending  it  was  on  a  charge  of  s<jme  slight  offence  against  the 
law,  of  which,  as  he  was  known  to  be  innocent,  he  expected  a 
speedy  acquittal ;  and  by  solemnly  assuring  him  that  he  shouM 
be  held  and  tried  on  no  other  charge.  When  he  was  fviily  in 
their  power,  they  told  him  their  real  design,  menacing  him  with 
death,  as  the  penalty  of  the  oftence  alleged  against  him.  Hear- 
ing of  this  breach  of  faith,  tlie  Free  State  people  first  tried 
peaceful  negotiation  for  the  prisoner's  release ;  and  that  filling, 
]M(jN'TGOMKRY,  with  seventy  resolutc  men,  came  upon  Fort  Scott 
by  surprise  early  in  the  nu:)niing  of  December  IGth,  an<l  alter 
a  brief  strugsjle,  rescued  him  by  force,  killing  one  of  the  Pro- 
Slavery  men  in  the  fight.  Immediately  thereafter,  messengers 
were  sent  to  Lecompton  to  procure  the  aid  of  the  Federal 
tr(>()ps  against  MoxTGOMERY  and  his  associates;  and  meetings 
were  held  in  Missouri,  all  along  the  border,  to  concert  measures 
and  enlist  men  for  an  invasion  of  Southern  Kansas.  The  more 
timid  of  the  Free  State  men,  alarmed  by  the  threats  of  the 
JMissourians,  began  to  leave  the  Territory,  or  to  remove  to  the 
northern  ])art  of  it,  beyond  the  reach  of  the  apprehended  dan- 
ger. Ijiit  the  bolder  spirits  met  the  menace  in  another  way  — 
by  an  inroad  into  Missouri;  showing  the  threateners  that  if  they 
icould  have  war,  they  could  have  it  at  ln)me,  and  need  not  seek 
it  elsewhere.  Having  learned  that  a  family  of  Slaves  near  the 
line  were  soon  to  be  sold,  and  wished  for  help  to  escape,  two 
small  companies,  one  of  them  led  by  ''Old  Browx,"  went  over 
on  the  night  of  December  20th,  liberated  thoge  Slaves  and  sev- 
eral others,  and  took  two  prisoners,  whom,  however,  they  re- 
leased and  sent  back  after  bringing  them  some  distance  into 
the  Territory.  Brown's  party  achieved  their  purj)ose  without 
bloodshed ;  but  a  Slaveholder  was  killed  by  the  other  party, 
while  fighting  against  the  liberation  of  his  Slave.  The  liberated 
Slaves  accompanieil  their  deliverers  to  the  Territory,  and  thence 
made  their  way  safely  to  Caiiad;i,  in  spite  of  an  attempt  by  the 
Missourians  to  intercept  their  flight. 

After  this  fresh  taste  of  the  quality  of  their  antagonists,  the 
]\Iis>.ourians  abandoned  the  contemplated  invasion,  thinking,  no 
doubt,  that  it  would  be  wiser  to  employ  less  perilous  methods 
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of  annoyance  and  revenge.  A  committee  was  sent  to  the  Gov- 
ernor of  the  State  to  try  to  get  from  him  a  requisition  upon  the 
Governor  of  Kansas  for  Brown  and  his  associates.  Rewards 
for  the  arrest  of  Montgomery  and  Brown  were  offered  by  the 
Governor  of  Missouri  and  President  Buchanan.  Medart,  the 
new  Governor  of  Kansas,  sent  officers  into  the  disturbed  region, 
to  tr}'  the  efficacy  of  legal  authority  in  composing  the  troubles. 
But  indifferent  success  attended  these  measures.  It  was  found 
impracticable,  or  imprudent  at  least,  to  arrest  the  dreaded  Free 
State  leaders ;  so  nobody  ventured  to  earn  the  promised  re- 
wards ;  and  as  no  attempt  was  made  to  execute  the  law  upon 
the  Ruffians,  whose  aggressions  had  provoked  resistance  and 
rejmsal,  and  no  rewards  were  offered  for  their  arrest,  the  Free 
State  people  naturally  enough  insisted  on  their  0"wti  right  of 
self-protection,  till  the  Goveniment  should  show  itself  both  able 
and  willing  to  guarantee  them  safety  for  the  future,  if  not  satis- 
faction for  tlie  past. 

In  February,  the  Territorial  Legislature  passed,  and  the  Gov- 
ernor approved,  a  general  amnesty  for  all  past  offences  growing 
out  of  the  partisan  strife  in  the  southern  counties.     But  hardly 
yet  is  the  condition  of  those  counties  one  of  assured  tranquillity. 
The  Legislature  also  passed  an  Act  requiring  the  people  to 
vote,  on  the  last  Monday  in  March,  upon  the  question  of  calling 
a  Convention  to  frame  a  new  Constitution  for  a  State  Govern- 
ment.    In  case  of  an  affinnative  vote,  delegates  to  the  Conven- 
tion are  to  be  chosen  on  the  7th  of  June,  and  are  to  meet  for 
their  work  on  the  7th  of  July ;    the  Constitution  is  to  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  people  on  the  4th  of  October;  and,  if  it  is  ratified, 
the  election  for  State  officers  under  it  is  to  be  held  on  the  6th 
of  December.      The  vote  in  March  ha^'ing  been,  by  nearly  six 
to  one  in  favor  of  calling  the  Convention,  it  is  probable  that 
the  other  steps  will  be  taken  in  due  succession,  and  that  Kansas 
will  present  herself,  at  the  next  session  of  Congress,  for  admis- 
sion into  the  Union,  with  a  Constitution  framed  and  adopted 
with  unimpeachable  regularity,  and  acknowledged  on  all  hands 
to  embody  the  ^nll  of  a  majority  of  her  people. 

Near  the  close  of  its  session,  the  Legislature  passed  an  Act 
abolishing  Slavery  in  the  Territory,  but  by  some  trickery,  in 
which  the  Governor  was  suspected  of  having  a  part,  it  was  kept 
from  reaching  him  till  so  late  an  hour  that  simply  by  his  not 
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returning  it,  with  cither  apjtroval  or  \eto,  it  failed  to  ])cconio  a 
law.  It  was  believed  that  he  purposely  shunned  the  responsi- 
hility  of  a  <listitict  expression  either  way,  from  a  fear  that  ap- 
proval of  the  bill  would  offend  his  masters  at  Washington,  and 
that  an  express  veto  would  lessen  his  chances  of  prefennent  by 
the  people  of  Kansas  when  in  the  Union.  That  the  bill  was  no 
piece  of  superfluous  legislation  is  evident,  not  only  from  Judi- 
cial and  Presidential  assertions  of  the  legal  existence  of  Slavery 
in  the  Territoiy,  but  also  from  the  actual  advertising  of  Slave 
jtroperty  for  sale  by  a  Territorial  otHcer.  Such  a  disgraceful 
fact  as  this  last  mentioned  was  hardly  needed,  it  is  true,  to 
l)rove  that  the  Slave  Power  is  always  thoroughly  in  earnest  in 
its  theoretical  assumptions,  and  means  to  put  them  into  practice 
to  the  full  reach  of  its  ability.  But  it  may  help  to  keep 
this  already  well-established  truth  fresh  in  the  memory  of  those 
—  and  they  are  quite  too  many — who  are  wont  to  forget  it  just 
when  it  ought  especially  to  be  remembered,  and  so  are  ever 
ready  to  be  deceived  by  sonu^  new  pretence  of  compromise  be- 
tween the  rights  of  Freedom  and  the  dt'iuands  of  Slavery. 

At  intervals,  (hiring  the  last  few  months,  the  ]Missourians  and 
their  allies  in  the  Territory  have  diversitied  their  o}>erations 
with  attempts  at  kidnapj)ing;  sometimes  with  but  too  much  suc- 
cess. In  the  latter  part  of  August,  a  Creek  Indian,  living  at 
Quindaro,  was  seized  a  few  miles  from  that  place,  by  an  arnu'd 
band  from  ^lissouri,  hurried  across  the  border,  and  lodged  in 
the  jail  at  Independence,  on  the  charge  that  he  had  been  run- 
ning at  large  in  Missouri  without  an  owner,  though  he  had  free 
papers  from  the  Indian  agent  in  Kansas,  and  had  not  been 
within  ten  miles  of  the  Missouri  line.  When  the  outrage  was 
known,  the  peo|)le  were  much  excited,  and  a  lawyer  promptly 
Avent  down  to  Independence,  to  take  legal  measures  for  the 
man's  release,  but  we  have  not  been  able  to  leani  witli  what 
result.  A  correspondent  of  the  Albany  Journal,  writing  in  the 
early  part  of  November,  says  that  "  a  number  of  Missourians 
ami  othei-s  have  been  combining  to  kidna])  free  colored  persons 
doing  business  in  Lawrence,  some  as  barbers  and  others  as 
wood-cuttei"s ;  also  three  women.  But  after  the  escape  of  one 
of  the  men  from  his  bonds  with  which  they  had  bound  hhn,  also 
another  jumping  out  of  a  hack  at  night,  and  being  shot  at  on 
making  his  escape,  thi'  parties  have  been  arrested.      Some  of 
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them  helonri  to  the  j^ost-offipe.  They  will  most  likely  be  bound 
over  for  trial  before  Judge  Elmoke,  an  appointee  of  President 
Buchanan,"  and  —  another  proof  that  Slaverj-  needs  abolishing 
there  —  "  the  largest  Slaveowner  in  Kansas." 

The   Lawrence   RejmUican  gives  particulars  of  two  cases, 
(probably  among  those  mentioned  by  the  writer  just  quoted,) 
-vvhicb  occurred  on  two  successive   evenings  near  the  begin- 
ning of  November.     In  one,  a  laborer  returning  from  his  day's 
work  in  the  city  to  his  home  near  it,  was  stopped  by  three  men, 
threatened  with  death  if  he  cried  out,  bound  and  conveyed  in 
a  wagon  to  a  house  near  Franklin,  and  confined  there  that 
night  and  the  next  day.     The  next  night  he  contrived  to  loosen 
Ills  bonds,  jumped  fi'oni  a  second  story  window,  and  escaped. 
In  the  other,  Charles  Fisher — a  barber,  liAing  a  little  way  out 
of  the  city,  while  walking  home  early  in  the  evening  —  was 
overtaken  by  three  or  four  men  in  a  hack.     Just  after  passmg 
liim,  one  of  them  got  out,  drew  a  pistol,  and  told  him  to  stop  or 
he  would  kill  him.    Fisher  ran  back  toward  a  house  near  by ;  the 
kidnappers  followed  and  shot  at  him,  but  seeing  that  the  owner 
of  the  house  had  come  out  and  was  running  to  meet  them,  they 
turned  and  drove  furiously  toward  Franklin.     Next  morning 
the  driver  of  the  hack  was  arrested  and  bound  over  for  trial ; 
but,  when  the  case  came  on.  Judge  El^iore,  true  to  a  Slave- 
liolder  s  instincts,  and  as  became  an  officer  ai>]H)intcd  by  Presi- 
dent Buchanan,  released  him  on  the  ground  that  persons  of 
African  descent  cannot  be  admitted  to  testify  against  a  white 
man.     "  The  decision,"  as  the  Bejmhllcan  justly  adds,  "  is  equiv- 
alent to  declaring  that  there  is  no  law  in  the  Territory'  against 
the  kidnapping  of  colored  persons ;  for,  in  the  very  nature  of 
the  case,  the  witnesses  must,  in  almost  every  such  case,  be  the 
injured  parties  themselves." 

About  two  months  later  Fisher  was  seized  again,  —  this  time 
at  Leavenworth,  two  police  men  of  that  city  aiding  in  the  crime. 
They  came  upon  him  while  asleep  in  his  shop,  at  night,  and  by 
threatening  to  shoot  him  through  the  window,  compelled  him 
to  rise  and  let  them  in ;  then  pretending  a  charge  of  theft 
against  him,  handcuffed  him,  took  him  to  the  river  —  telling 
those  whom  his  cries  brought  out  to  see  what  was  the  matter, 
that  it  was  only  an  Irishman  aiTCSted  for  fighting  —  put  him 
into  a  boat,  and  rowed   across   to   Missouri.      But    the    next 
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night  lie  escaix-il,  with  haixlciifts  on,  tbuml  a  skitf,  crossed  the 
river,  ainl  not  without  [ifiil  of  (h-owniiiir,  re:iche>l  the  Kansas 
sliore.  '-A  hui^e  meetini?  was  heM  to  welcome  him  back,  and 
it  was  niLrived  on  all  hands  that  he  was  worthy  of  freedom." 
The  Missoiuians,  however,  were  bent  on  havin<^  him,  and  he 
was  soon  after  taken  ai^ain,  on  a  rei;-ular  warrant,  as  a  fugitive 
from  service,  and  conuiiitted  to  prison  to  await  examination; 
wlu'reupon  a  wi'it  of  habi-as  (^»r))us  was  procured  by  his  friends, 
and,  resistance  being  otiercd  to  its  service,  the  sherilf  broke 
down  the  door  of  the  room  in  which  he  was  confined,  and  he 
was  released  and  carried  olf  in  triumph. 

On  the  very  day,  January  2oth,  on  which  this  rescue  was 
effected,  an  outrage  was  perpeti'ated  exceeding  all  of  a  like  kind 
which  had  preceded  it.  It  was  the  kidniipping  of  Dr.  Doy  and 
his  son,  with  another  white  man,  named  CLouiiir,  and  thirteen 
colored  men  and  women,  v.hom  they  were  conducting  across 
the  couutrv  t"roni  a  too  perilous  nearness  to  the  3Iissoin'i  border. 
The  pe<iple  of  Lawri'iice,  at  a  meeting  held  -huibtless  in  conse- 
([uenee  of  the  rei>eated  attempts  to  ki<lna|)  tluir  colored  fellow- 
citizens,  had  <lecided  to  assist  them  in  removing  to  a  safer  dis- 
tance from  the  haunts  of  the  man-stealers ;  and  had  prevailed 
upon  Dr.  Dov  to  take  charge  of  their  removal.  Of  those  who 
comj)osi'd  his  company,  all  had  free  ])apers  except  two,  and 
tlu'se  were  free  born  —  one  a  native  of  Ohio,  the  other  of  Penn- 
svlvania.  Of  those  who  had  been  Slaves,  the  Lawrence  lirpab- 
it'c'in  stati's  that  one  woman  ha<l  been  sent  to  Kansas  by  her 
own  mistress,  to  put  her  beyond  the  reach  of  her  master  and 
his  two  sons,  for  reasons  which  we  need  not  name. 

The  company,  in  two  large  wagons,  had  gone  about  ten  (jr 
twelve  miles,  when  they  were  suddenly  sur()rise(l  and  suiTound- 
ed  by  a  bam  I  of  armed  and  mounted  men,  mostly  Missourians, 
but  some  of  them  citizens  of  Kansas.  Foremost  among  them 
were  the  Mayor  and  the  Marshal  of  Weston,  Mo.,  and  the  Post- 
master of  Lawrence.  Stopping  the  wagons,  they  offered  to  pay 
Dr.  DoY  well  if  he  would  drive  to  Leavenworth;  but,  upon  his 
replying  that  his  team  should  never  take  a  man  into  Slavery, 
several  of  them  dismounted,  put  their  pistols  to  his  head,  bound 
him  and  all  his  compani<ins,  took  the  horses,  wagons,  money 
and  other  property,  (he  protesting  against  their  acta  as  ki<lnap- 
ping  a^jd  Jiighuay  robl;cry,)  put  on  drivers,  and  keeping  scouts 
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in  front  and  rear,  drove  witli  headlonij  speed  toward  Mis- 
souri, till  one  Avagon  broke  down;  tlien  threw  ont  the  baggage, 
packe<l  nil  tlieir  prisoners  into  the  other  wagon,  and  again  hur- 
ried on.  lieaching  Leavenworth  at  night,  they  i)assed  through 
the  toMii  stealtliily,  and  rode  to  the  feny,  where  the  boat  was 
waiting  witli  steam  up,  rea<ly  to  take  tliem  across.  The  prison- 
ers Avere  ordered  aboard  on  ])ain  of  being  shot.  Dr.  Doy  re- 
fu-^ed  to  go  till  guns  were  ]»ointed  at  liiin,  and  he  Avas  told  liis 
life  and  ])ro])erty  Avould  l)oth  be  lost  unless  he  went;  while 
Wood,  tlie  Mayor  of  Weston,  and  many  others,  promised  upon 
their  honor,  tliat  if  iie  would  go  he  should  return  all  safe  and 
sound  in  the  nionnng.  He  then  Avent  Avith  the  rest,  and  their 
landing  in   Weston  Avas  m-eeted  AAMtli  the  firinc:  of  salutes  and 
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other  tokens  of  njoiring,  and  all  ])Ossible  insults  were  offered 
to  the  eajitives.  They  Avere  throAvn  upon  the  floor  of  the  police 
office,  and  lay  there  the  remainder  of  tlie  night.  In  the  morn- 
ing, the  Weston  Argus  issued  a  jubilant  Extra,  duly  ganiished 
Avith  falsehood,  "that  the  country  might  have  all  the  facts  just 
as  they  Averc,  ])efore  the  hoAvling  misre]>rcsentations  of  the  Abo- 
litionists should  ])oison  the  Northern  atmos]>here."  The  Doc- 
tor and  his  Avhite  com])anions  Avere  taken  to  the  court  house  for 
examination,  amid  insulting  shouts  of  the  peo]>le;  their  request 
for  delay  of  a  day  or  tAvo  to  jirocure  counsel  was  denied  ;  and 
they  Avere  committed  for  trial,  bail  being  fixed  at  $5000 ;  in 
default  of  Avhich  the  Doctor  and  his  son  were  sent  to  Platte  city 
jail,  but  Clouoh  was  released,  probably  with  the  hope  of  buA-ing 
liim  u]>  as  a  Avitness  against  the  other  tAvo.  While  the  case  was 
l)efore  the  examining  court.  Dr.  Doy  M^rote  a  protest,  as  a  citi- 
zen of  Kansas,  against  the  Avhole  proceeding,  but  it  Avas  of 
course  disregarded  by  the  judicial  tools  of  the  kidnaj)pers. 

Some  of  the  colored  prisonei-s  Avere  given  up  to  persons  claim- 
ing to  be  their  masters ;  others,  who  Avere  free  born,  even  accord- 
ing to  the  Slave  code,  and  would  not  admit  that  they  were 
SlaA'es,  were  thrust  into  prison,  doubtless  to  await  sufliciently 
unscrupulous  claimants,  or,  in  due  time,  to  be  sold  for  their  jail 
fees.  Tavo  of  these,  the  men  above-mentioned,  as  natives  of 
Ohio  and  Pennsylvania,  after  being  about  a  week  in  jail,  were 
taken  out  by  one  of  the  kidnap])ers,  "the  notorious  fiend,  Jake 
HuRD,  of  Lecompton,"  so  called  in  Dr.  Doy'r  letter,  from  which 
most  of  these  particulars  are  drawn.     When  told  to  go  with 
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liim,  they  said  tliey  would  wait  in  prison  till  their  free  papers 
came.  lie  replied,  with  an  o:ith,  that  he  was  their  master  now, 
and  wouM  make  them  obey  him,  then  whipped  them  till  they 
consented  to  go. 

The  treatment  of  Dr.  DoY  an<l  his  son  was  in  keeping  with 
all  the  rest  of  the  proceedings.  They  were  —  to  use  liis  own 
words  —  confined  in  an  eight  feet  square  iron  box,  having  to 
burn  fat  meat  to  make  light  by  night  or  day;"  had  "no  water 
to  wash  with,"  and,  Avhen  his  letter  was  written,  had  seen  no 
one  whom  they  knew  since  the  day  of  their  imprisonment. 
Men  from  Kansas  had  gone  over  to  learn  their  condition  and  to 
demand  their  release,  but  were  not  permitted  to  see  them. 

As  will  be  readily  supj)0sed,  the  news  of  this  outrage  caused 
a  strong  excitement  in  the  Temtor}'.  It  was  vehemently  de- 
nounced, not  without  menaces  of  unpleasant  consequences  to 
the  Missouri  border,  if  the  prisoners  should  not  be  released  un- 
banned. 

At  the  meeting  of  Congress,  in  December  last,  the  President 
devoted  a  large  space  'u\  his  Annual  Message  to  the  affairs  of 
Kansas;  persisting  with  the  cool  assurance  of  a  ])racticed  falsi- 
fier, in  misre[)reseuting  the  well  known  facts  of  its  history,  and 
slandering  that  great  majority  of  its  people  who  have  given  him 
and  his  master,  the  Slave  Power,  such  grave  offence,  by  refusing 
to  submit  to  lawless  usurpation,  tlunly  (.lisguised  under  the 
Htolcnforms  of  law.  With  mingled  cant  of  piety  and  of  patri- 
otism —  for  what  but  cant  is  pious  and  jiatriotic  talk  prefacing 
sophistry  and  falsehood,  uttered  in  the  interest  of  oppression, 
violence,  and  fraud?  —  he  began  by  comparing  the  condition  of 
the  country  at  that  time  with  whiit  it  was  one  year  before,  and 
affected  to  see  "  miu-h  reason  for  gi-atitude  to  that  Almighty 
Providence  which  has  never  failed  to  interpose  for  our  reUef  at 
the  most  critical  period  of  our  history."  Just  precisely  for  what 
he  was  moved  to  give  thanks ;  whether  that  the  Lecompton  vil- 
lany  had  not  achieved  the  full  success  which  at  the  previous 
session  he  strained  every  nerve  to  win ;  or  that  it  was  saved  by 
the  basest  treachery  from  the  prompt  and  criishing  defeat  it 
merited ;  as  he  did  not  specify,  so  th,ere  was  no  need  that  he 
should.  IIow  acceptable  to  the  "Almighty  Providence"  is 
gratituile  called  forth  by  tlie  partial  success  or  seeming  imj>u- 
nity  of  wickedness;  or  with  what  measure  of  complacency  He 
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hears  himself  accused,  (under  the  guise  of  thankful  acknowl- 
edgment,) of  having  interposed  to  relieve  a  nation  of  oppress- 
ors, and  a  corrupt  and  iniquitous  government  fi'om  the  dangers 
and  disasters  consequent  upon  then*  sins,  which  they  refuse 
either  to  rei>ent  of  or  forsake,  we  trust  that  we  as  little  need  to 
be  infomied. 

The  President  wjis  "happy  to  say"  that  "much  has  been 
done,  during  the  last  session  of  Congress,  toward  "  accomplish- 
ing the  object  of  "  every  patriot's  desire,"  to  "  remove  the  excite- 
ment "  about  Kansas  "  from  the  States,  and  confine  it  to  the 
Territory."  But  he  did  not  say  —  probably  beca\ise  it  is  a 
tnith  he  would  not  have  been  "happy"  to  tell  —  that,  so  far  as 
this  end  was  approached,  it  was  through  the  partial  defeat  of 
his  cherished  scheme,  and  the  confidence  thus,  and  by  other 
means,  inspired  among  the  friends  of  Freedom,»that  the  final 
victory  of  their  cause  was  sure;  whereas,  if  he  had  been  able  as 
he  was  desirous  to  ])ress  through  Congress  his  jjet  measure  for 
forcing  upon  Kansas  a  Constitution  justly  abhorred  by  five- 
Bixths  of  her  peoi»le,  "the  excitement"  in  "the  States,"  and 
the  Tenitory  too,  would  have  been  more  intense  than  ever. 
By  omitting  this  truth,  even  the  truth  which  he  did  tell,  was 
made  to  convey,  as  he  e\adently  meant  it  should,  the  falsehood 
by  implication,  that  whatever  tranquillizing  efi!ect  had  followed 
tlic  action  of  Congress,  was  due  to  measures  which  he  had  pro- 
])0sed  or  approved. 

Nor  was  he  content  with  falsehood  by  impHcation.  He 
affirmed  that  "  the  principle  has  been  recognized  in  some  form 
or  other  by  an  almost  unanimous  vote  of  both  Houses  of  Con- 
gress, that  a  Territory'  has  a  right  to  come  into  the  Union  either 
as  a  Free  or  a  Slave  State,  according  to  the  will  of  a  majority 
of  its  people."  That  principle  has  not  been  so  recognized.  No 
doubt  the  "Lecompton  Democrats"  meant  all  that  in  voting  for 
the  Ruffian  Constitution ;  and  possibly,  the  "Anti-Lecompton 
Democrats"  would  allow  their  vote  for  the  Ceittenden  or 
Montgomery  substitute  to  be  so  interpreted,  though  we  doubt 
if  they  all  would.  But  both  these  made  up  only  a  small  ma- 
jority of  tlie  House,  and  by  no  means  enough  to  give  "an  almost 
unaiiimous  vote"  in  the  Senate.  The  Republican  members, 
therefore,  must  be  counted  in  to  make  the  vote  "  almost  unani- 
mous in  both  Houses ; "  and  the  President  unquestionably  meant 
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to  claim  thorn  ns  rocopiizing  "  tlie  principle  "  lie  stated.  If  ho 
<llil  not,  he  spoke  untruly  as  to  the  strcni^th  ot'  the  vote.  I: 
he  dill,  he  chariretl  the  liepiihlicans  falsely.  It  v,  as  wt'll  know  -> 
from  the  tenor  of  their  s|)eeehes,  from  the  tone  of  the  pr^.  -^ 
ot  their  party,  and  from  their  course  in  the  whole  controversy  — 
that  thev  never  meant  to  ailniit  "that  a  Territorv  has  a  ria;-,: 
to  come  into  the  Union  as  a  Free  or  a  Slave  State."  The  Piv>i- 
dent  could  hardly  have  heen  so  i^cnorant  of  their  position  and 
views  as  honestly  to  misapprehend  the  meanin<;  of  their  votes^ 
He  must  have  kn(jwn  —  as  we  presume  every  body  else  ditl  — 
that  they  vote<l  to  let  Kansas  into  the  Union  Avith  a  Constitti- 
tion  of  her  own  choice,  because  they  k)ie>c  her  choice  would  1h» 
to  come  in  as  a  Free  State;  and  that  such  a  vote  does  not  im- 
ply a  williiiixnos  to  admit  a  Slave  State  or  one  likely  to  be  such  ; 
nor  does  it  recognize  a  rlijht  in  such  a  State,  or  indeed  in  anv 
State,  even  Kansas  itselt^  to  c<ime  in.  If  a  mercantile  linn  takes 
in  a  new  partner  of  approve*!  intct;nty  an<l  capacity,  the  act  will 
hardly  be  construed,  even  by  James  Buchanan,  to  imply  that 
any  one  who  may  wish  it,  ro^ue  or  honest  man,  ca[)able  or  inca- 
pable, has  a  i-i^cht  to  be  admitted.  We  understand  the  Iie|tul>- 
licans  to  lujld,  (an<l  rightly  we  think,)  that,  in  the  words  ..f 
their  chief  ornan,  the  New  York  Tribune.,  "the  ailmission  of  a 
new  State  is  within  the  <li><(a\'tii>n  of  Congress,  and  cannot  W 
claimed  as  a  riu;ht;''  nor  are  we  aware  of  any  act  of  the  party  or 
its  representatives  in  Congress,  which  conflicts  with  this  doc- 
trine, or  implies  a  denial  of  the  right  of  Congress  to  say  there 
shall  be  no  more  Slave  States  in  the  Union,  The  attempt  was 
a  dishonest  one,  to  make  their  action  in  the  last  Conjxress  seem 
to  fivor  the  new  heresies  of  the  sham  Democracy  on  the  Slave 
(piestion. 

The  Presi<lent  next  rejoiced  over  the  change  within  Kansas ; 
falsely  asci'ibing  it  to  those  proceedings  of  Cimgress  which  he 
had  so  falsely  intci7)reted.  "The  pressure  of  external  intlu- 
ence,"  which  had  caused  so  much  trouble  there,  was  alluded  to 
in  such  a  way  as  would  lead  a  reader,  ignorant  of  the  facts,  to 
supi»ose  that  the  evil  influence  came  from  the  opposers  of  his 
policy;  whereas  he  knew  very  well  that  it  came  from  his  own 
staunch  supj)ortei-s,  who  began  their  work  of  violence  and  framl 
bctbre  the  Territory  was  organized  ;  and  continued  it  with  unre- 
lenting pertinacity,  aided  and  encouraged  too  by  the  Cjcner.al 
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Government  and  its  official  underlings,  until  the  growbig  strength 
of  the  Free  State  party  fairly  overbore  and  vauquishod  them. 
^  Resistance  to  the  Territorial  Government,"  said  the  President, 
"has  been  finally  abandoned."     Yes,  and  because  —  which  he 
did  not  say  —  the  men  whom  he  slanderously  accused  of  "resist- 
ance to  riglitful  authority,"  had  wrested  it  after  a  severe  and 
protracted  struggle  against  Pro-Slaverj'  usurpation,  backed  by 
Executive  favor  and  patronage,  fi-om  the  hands  of  Border  Ruf- 
fians and  Buchanan  Democrats ;   aiul  had  made  it  to  represent 
the  majority  of  the  people  of  Kansas.    "  The  exjjerience  of  Kan- 
sas," continues  the  sage  moralizer  of  the  White  House,  "  has 
enfoi-ced  the  lesson  that  resistance  to  lawful  authority,  under 
our  fonn  of  goveniment,  caimot  fail  in  the  end  to  })rove  disas- 
trous to  its  authors."    A  sort  of  Balaam's  curse,  this;  turned  into 
a  blessing  in  spite  of  the  utterer's  maledictive  intent.     For  it 
amounts  to  an  unmeant  confession  that  the  real  "authors  of 
resistance  to  la«-ful  authority"  were  the  now  utterly  defeated 
and  disjiersed  Pro-Slavery  party ;  and  not  the  maligned  Free 
State  nien,  now  victors  over  the  combined  force  of  their  adver- 
saries, and  acknowledged  masters  of  the  Territory.     It  is  to 
the  former,  not  the  latter,  that  this  stiife  has  i)roved  "disastrous 
in  the  end." 

That  the  President  should  speak  of  the  fraudulent  Lecorap- 
ton  Convention,  as  legitimately  representing  the  people  of 
Kansas  —  who,  he  knew,  had  rej»robated  it  with  the  strongest 
emjihasis  by  an  overwhelming  majority  —  and  of  the  Consti- 
tution framed  by  it,  as  "unexceptionable  in  its  general  fea- 
tures," though  he  knew  it  was  a  cunning  device  to  insure  the 
triumj)h  of  Slaveiy;  that  he  should  reiterate  the  falsehood 
that  the  Slavery  question  was  submitted  to  the  people,  though 
he  knew  that  only  a  certain  clause  was  submitted,  and  in 
such  a  way  as  to  make  every  vote  upon  it  a  vote  J^or  the  Con- 
stitution, other  parts  of  which  would  establish  Slavery,  even  if 
that  were  voted  down ;  that  he  should  calumniously  accuse 
those  who  would  not  be  caught  in  tliLs  trap,  of  "preferring  that 
Slavery  sliould  continue  rather  than  surrender  their  revolution- 
ary Tujit'ka  organization ;"  that  he  should  persist  in  styling  the 
Border  Ruftiim  usuq)ation  a  "la^^'iul  government,"  and  imputing 
to  its  ojijjosers  the  guilt  of  "civil  strife  and  rebellion;"  that, 
while  i>rating  of  "the  just  equality  of  all  the  States,"  he  should 
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heartily  accept  the  proposal  to  require  of  Kansas  a  larger  popu- 
lation for  admission  as  a  Free  than  as  a  Slave  State,  and  at  the 
same  time,  in  recommending  the  passage  of  a  general  law  that 
no  State  shall  hereatler  be  admitted  till  its  population  equals  the 
ratio  required  for  a  Representative  in  Congress,  should  except 
Pro-Slaverj-,  Sham-Democratic  Oregon,  whose  population  is  less 
than  that  of  Kansas ;  all  this,  and  much  more  of  kindred  char- 
acter, contained  in  the  Message,  was  to  have  been  expected  fi-om 
that  quarter,  as  a  matter  of  course.  A  decent  show  of  truth  and 
fairness,  to  say  nothing  of  a  genuine  sympathy  with  Freedom 
and  right,  would  have  been  too  much  to  ask  of  the  animate 
"  Platform "  of  a  party  long  ago  sold  to  work  wickedness  fox 
the  behoof  of  Slavery. 

The  Message  elicited  some  discussion  in  Congress,  in  which 
its  misrepresentations  of  Kansas  rnattei-s  were  8harf)ly  criticised ; 
but  the  session  passed  without  any  legislation  particularly  re- 
lating to  Kansas. 
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A  bill  to  admit  Oregon  into  tlie  Union,  which  had  passed  the 
Senate  a  year  before,  was  reported  to  the  House  of  Roj^resenta- 
tives  on  the  10th  of  Fcl)ruary,  and  debated  till  the  afternoon  of 
the  12th,  when  it  passed  by  a  vote  of  114  to  103.  It  was 
vi^'oroixsly  opposed  on  several  grounds,  but  chiefly  on  these  two : 
that  if  the  rule  as  to  ])Oj)ulation  was  to  be  insisted  on  in  the  case 
of  Kansas,  it  ought  also  to  be  in  that  of  Oregon ;  and  that  the 
proposed  Constitution  of  Oregon  is  Anti-Republican  and  conflicts 
with  the  Federal  Constitution,  in  forbidding  tree  colored  i)ersoiiH 
to  live  in  the  State,  or  sue  in  its  Courts,  thus  denying  the 
"  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens"  there,  to  a  portion  of  the 
citizens  of  some  of  the  other  States. 

The  Washington  correspondent  of  the  Anti-Slavery  Stamlxrd^ 
referring  to  the  debate  on  the  11th,  says : — "  It  was  apparent  that 
day  that  there  are  Republicans  in  Congress  who  hate  Slavery, 
and  do  not  share  in  the  wicked  and  disgraceful  prejudice  against 
color  which  exists  in  every  State  of  this  Union."  He  adds  that. 
Dawes,  of  Massachusetts,  C.  B.  Cochrane,  of  New  York,  and 
BiNGUAM,  of  Ohio,  made  "  the  three  great  speeches  of  the  day,"  all 
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of  them  heinpf  "]tnncipa]ly  it])on  the  anti-negro  features  of  the 
Oreiron  Constitution/'  The  tirst  ably  defended  "that  class  of 
Massachusetts  citizens  insulted  and  struck  down  1»y  that  docu- 
ment," and  exposed  the  inconsistency  and  refuted  thi'  sophistrj'  of 
his  eollea_£rues,  Comixs  and  Thayer,  who  spoke  and  voted  for  the 
l>ill.  "  Bingham's  speech  was  a  stream  of  burning  eloquence  in 
defence  of  the  ricrhts  of  the  colored  man,  and  he  was  listened  to 
]»y  every  man  in  the  House;  and  perhaps  the  most  attentive 
listeners  were  the  Slaveholdei-s  present."  He  denounced  the 
provisions  against  the  colored  j)eojile,  as  Anolating  not  only  the 
Federal  Constitution,  but  the  law  of  nature ;  declared  that,  by 
the  ]»ublic  law  of  the  civilized  world,  eveiy  free  man  is  entitled 
to  live  in  the  land  of  his  birth ;  that  Oregon,  by  admission  into 
the  Union,  becomes  part  of  the  country-  of  every  American 
<'itizen  ;  that  no  State  has  a  right  to  exile  its  native  freemen,  or 
deny  them  a  fair  hearing  in  its  courts  of  justice;  that  "not  to 
legalize  this  horrid  injustice  was  Ameiica  allowed  to  assume  lier 
]»roud  ])lace  among  the  nations;  not  to  this  end  the  fathers  of 
the  Iie])ublic  }>ut  forth  their  great  Declaration,  and  defended  it 
through  a  se\  en  years'  war,  and,  with  the  blood  of  Yorktown 
yet  fresh  upon  their  garaients,  proclaimed  to  the  world,  and 
asked  it  to  be  held  in  everlasting  remembrance,  'that  the  rights 
for  which  America  had  contended,  were  the  rights  of  human 
nature.'  " 

The  same  writer  characteiizes  the  speech  of  Eli  Thayer  as 
"cold-blooded,  monstrous,  and  disgraceful;"  as  apologizing  "for 
those  villanous  negro-haters  in  the  Free  States,  who  have  put 
njjon  their  statute-books  laws  which  would  crimson  the  cheek 
of  the  worst  desjiot  in  Eurojie;"  and  as  thus  "misrejiresenting 
liis  constituents,"  the  peojJc  of  "good  old  "Worcester  County, 
the  heart  of  Massachusetts." 

With  tlie  great  body  of  the  Sham  Democracy,  a  portion  of 
the  liejniblican  members  must  share  the  deep  disgrace  of  ha^•ing, 
by  the  admission  of  Oregon,  given  countenance,  and,  so  far  as 
an  act  of  Congress  could,  validity  to  the  Anti-Republican,  unjust, 
and  basely  cruel  provision  of  the  Oregon  Constitution,  which 
outlaws  the  colored  race,  in  defiance  alike  of  the  ])rinci]iles  of 
))ublic  law  the  world  over,  and  of  that  eternal  light  ordained  of 
<iod  to  be  the  universal  law;  and  even  in  violation  of  what  a 
certain  class  of  jjoliticians  seem  to  think  of  still  higlier  authority, 
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the  ('<>nstitiiti(»)i  of  the  I'nitfil  States.  Of  tlie  eio-lity-eiirht 
Kepublican  uieiiihers  wlio  \(ite(l  on  tlie  <|Uestion,  tit'teen  (iiielml- 
iiii^two  t'roin  Massaeluisett^,)  \(>tt<l  in  Ihvor  ot"  admission,  as  did 
also  seven  ot'tlie  seventeen  Anti-I.i'toni])ton  Democrats  jirt-sent. 
Mad  these,  or  even  hnt  six  of  them,  voted  tlie  other  way,  Oregon 
would  have  been  told  to  wait  till  she  had  shown  regard  enough 
for  justice  and  true  Democracy  to  exjmnge  the  gross  ini<^uitie.s 
of  her  Constitution,  t)ct(H'c  ^iic  ci.nld  come  into  the  Union. 

While  the  l.ill  was  before  the  House,  (4i:ow,  of  Pennsylvania, 
moved   a    substitute,   detiniiig   the   boundaries  of   On-gon   and 
Kansas,  and  authorizing  the  legal  votei-s  resident  in  each  Terri- 
tory,  to    take    the   necessary   steps   for    establishing   a    State 
(4overnment,  their  Constitutions  to  be  subject  to  the  approval 
of  the  ))eople;  but  the  Speaker  ruliMl  it  out,  as  not  in  order.     In 
the  same  way  he  disposed  of  an  aimiidment  which  (iuow  then 
offered,  to  repeal  tlie  prohibitory  clause  in  the  Kansas  Compn^- 
mise  Bill.     Dwis,  of  In<liana,  then  moved  to  recommit  the  bill, 
with   iii^ti-uctions    to    the   Committee   to   add    another   section 
repealing  the  prohibitory  clause  of  the  Kansas  bill,  and  providing 
that  Oregon  shall  not  be  admitte<l,  until  it  has  been  ascertained 
by  a  census  that  the  population  is  enough  tor  one  representative 
in   Congress.     The  Speaker  decided  the   motion  to  be  out   of 
order,  and,  on  appeal,  the  I[ou>e  sustained  the  decision  by  US 
to   !»5;    thus  insisting,   in   effect,   that  Kansas,   because   of  her 
liostility  to  the  doigns  of  the  Slave  Power,  shall  still  be  subject 
to  restrictions  from    which   Pro-Slavery  Oregon,  niled  by   the 
vassals  of  that  Despotism,  shall  be  exempt.      Yet,  after  this,  as 
we  have  seen,   liepublieans  enough   for  the   pui-pose  could  be 
found,  to  tniii   the  doubtt'ul  scale  in  favor  of  tiie  consummation 
of    this    wroiiir    and     insult,    by    admitting    Oregon     with    lier 
atrocious  Constitution.     ShmiM  it  be  said,  as  an  excuse  for  them, 
that  Oregon  is  a   Free  State,  and  her  ailmis>ion  will  strengthen 
the  cause  of  Freedom  in  the   riiion,  our  answer  is  a  re]ietition 
of  what  we  said  a  year  ago,  that  so  far  as  her  relation  to  tlie 
great  issue  before  the  country  goes,  she  is  free  in  name  alone, 
anil  is  practically  an  ally  of  the  oppressor;  in  the  words  of  the 
Xao  York  IViftune,  "as  thorough  and  servile  a  satrapy  of  the 
Slave  Power  as  Arkansas."' 
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To  acquire  Cuba  has  been,  from  the  fii-st,  one  of  the  cherished 
purposes  of  Buchanan's  Administration,  as,  for  years  before  his 
inauguration,  it  Avas  of  the  master  he  serves.  The  past  year  has 
witnessed  some  movements  on  his  i)art,  and  that  of  liis  partizans 
in  Congress,  aiming  at  the  achievement  of  this  pur})ose ;  but  thus 
far  with  no  ]icrceptibk'  success. 

Tlie  President,  in  his  Annual  Message,  brought  the  subject 
before  Congress,  in  connection  with  complaints  of  the  "  unsatis- 
factory condition"  of  "our  relations  with  Spain  ;"  of  grievances 
suttered  at  the  hands  of  Spanish  officials  in   Cuba ;  and  of  the 
difficulty  of  obtaining  redress,  because  the  Ca]>tain-General  is 
not  empowered   to  grant  it,  and   the    claims   for   it   must   be 
presented  "through  our  minister  at  Madrid."'     "The  truth  is," 
saiil  he,  "that  Cuba,  in  its  existing  colonial  condition,  is  a  con- 
stant source  of  injury  and  annoyance  to  the  Anurican  people;" 
whcTice  he  would  evidcntlv  have  them  infer  that   thev  ought, 
with   all   convenient   speed,   to    put    an   end   to   this    annoying 
"  colonial  condition,"  by  getting  the  island  into  tliL'ir  (twn  posses- 
sion ;  after  which,  the  cutting  of  it  up  into  two  or  three  Slave 
States    is    ex]>ected    soon    to   follow,    as    a   matter   of    course. 
Moreover,  there  is  a  philanthro]»ic,  as  well  as  a  ])atriotic,  motive 
for  the   President's   anxiety  to   approj)riate  the  coveted  prize. 
His  righteous  soul  and  tender  heart  are  deeply  grieved  by  the 
participation  of  Cuba  in  the  African  Slave  Trade.     "  It  is  the 
only  sj»ot  in  the  civilized  world,  where  the  African  Slave  Trade 
is  tolerated.      *****      ^^  long  as  this  market  shall 
remain    open,  there   can   be    no   hope   for   the   civilization    of 
benighted  Africa.     While  the  dcTnand  for  Slaves  continues  in 
Cuba,  wars  will  be  waged  among  the  ]ietty  and  barbarous  chiefs 
In  Africa,  for  the  pur])Ose  of  seizing  subjects  to  su}i])ly  this 
trade.      In  such  a  condition  of  affiiirs,  it  is  impossible  that  the 
light  of  civilization  and  religion  can  ever  penetrate  these  dark 
abodes."      But  if  Cuba  were  annexed  to  this  country,  "the  last 
relic  of  the  African  Slave  Trade  would  instantly  disappear."     So 
then,  that  "the  light  of  civilization  and  religion"  may  some  day 
find  access  to  "  benighted  Africa,"  Cuba  must  come    into  the 
American    Union,   and    buy   her   Slaves   thencef<jrward    j&'om 
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Vir<;ini:i  ami  .M;ir\laiul,  instead  of  Coiin^o;  unless,  indeed,  her 
coinini,'  in  should  turn  the  trembling  seale  in  favor  of  the 
renpening  of  the  trade  in  men  hetween  Afiica  and  this  country, 
and  thus  not  oidy  keep  tlie  C'lihan  market  oi>cn,  but  add  thereto 
the  vastly  more  extensive  one  of  all  the  Slave-eon.suming  region 
of  this  continent.  This,  should  it  happen,  would  only  change^ 
as  we  may  be  allowe(l  to  hope,  the  Presidential  reasons  for 
rejoicincT  in  the  glorious  e\  ent,  and  it  might  then  be  cause  of 
''uratitude  to  the  Almighty  Providence,"  not  that  a  market  for 
Slaves  from  Africa  is  closed,  but  that  a  wider  sphere  of  beneti- 
cent  activitv  is  given  to  that  grand  missionary  agency,  whereby 
the  heathi-n  and  barbarian  tribes  are  brought  within  the  full 
meri<lian  splendor  of  ''the  light  of  civilization  and  ri-ligion," 
instead  of  being  left  to  wait  for  its  scattered  rays  "to  penetrate 
their  dark  abodes/' 

.Vgain  recurring  to  patriotic  considerations,  the  President 
reminded  Congress  that  "the  island  of  Cuba,  from  its  geograph- 
ical position,  commands  the  mouth  of  the  Mi>sissippi,  ami  the 
immense  and  annually  increasing  trade,  foreign  and  coastwise, 
from  the  vallev  of  that  m»ble  river,  now  embracing  half  the 
sovereign  States  of  the  diion.  With  that  island  under  the 
dominion  of  a  distant  fori-ign  power,  this  trade,  of  vital  impoit- 
ance  to  these  States,  is  exposed  to  the  danger  of  being  destroyed 
in  time  of  war,  and  it  has  hitherto  been  subjected  to  perpetual 
injuiy  and  annoyance  in  time  of  peace.  Our  relations  with 
Si)ain,  which  ought  to  be  of  the  most  friendly  character,  must 
alwavs  V)e  placed  in  jeopardy  while  the  existing  Colonial  Gov- 
ernment over  the  island  shall  remain  in  its  present  condition." 

Ilavinir  thus  made  it  plain  beyond  a  doubt  that  "the  posses- 
sion of  the  islaml  would  be  of  vast  importance  to  the  United 
States,"  it  only  remained  to  show  —  i.  e.,  to  affirm  —  by  way  of 
completely  clinching  the  argument,  that  "its  value  to  Spain 
is  comparatively  unimportant."  That  done,  the  whole  case  is 
made  out  conclusively;  for  what  right  had  Spain  any  longer  to 
demur  to  the  surrender  of  what  is  to  her  such  a  mere  trifle,  and 
to  this  country  is  worth  so  much?  What,  against  reasoning  so 
conclusive,  are  those  paltry  grounds  of  refusal,  "  it  is  mine," 
"I  am  the  pn)]H>r  judge  of  its  value  to  me,"  and  "it  is  for  me 
to  sav  whether  I  will  sell  it  at  any  price?"  Was  ever  pirate  or 
hi'diwayman  turned  back  from  the  seizure  of  his   prey  by  such 
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trivial  consitlerations  ?     And  are  not  the  rights  of  thi.s  great  and 
powerful  nation,  in  relation  to  its  weaker  neiglibors,  as  ample 
as  the  pirate's  and  highwajman's  toward  unarmed  wajiarersby 
sea  or  land  ?     Of  course,  as  the  President  ver}-  properly  said, 
Cuba  is  to  be  acquired  "by  honorable  negotiation.      We  would 
not,  if  we  could,  acquire  it  in  any  other  manner."     But  a  key 
to  tlie  ]u)ssible  meaning  of  "honorable  negotiation"  is  furnished 
in  the  significant  alhision,  immediately  following,  to  the  acqui- 
sition of  ten-it ory  from  Mexico  "by  fair  purchase;"  for  everybody 
knows  how  that  "fair  purchase  "was  achieved,  with  the  price 
persuasively  tendered  on  the  bayonets  of  a  conquering  anny. 
And  if  this  hint  were  not  enough,  the  lack  was  fully  supplied, 
(so  at  least  Spain  tliought,)  by  the  implications  of  the  closing 
sentence  in  the  next  j)aragraph,  wherein  the  President  declared 
that    "this  course    [of  honorable  negotiation]    we    shall    ever 
pursue,  toilcss  circumstances  should  occur,  which  we  do  not  now 
anticipate,  renderinr/  a  departure  from  it  clenrlt/  Justifiable, 
under  the  imjjerative  and  overruling  law  of  self-preservation." 
To  those  who  know  just  how  much  is  included  in  a  Pro-Slavery 
American  jiolitician's  notion  of  "self-preservation,"  this  hmguage 
needs  no  inteqireter. 

After  intimating  that  a  "large  appropriation  may  be  required 
to  effect  tlie  pur]K)se"  of  the  contemplated  negotiation,  and  that 
"  it  may  become  indis])ensable  to  success  that "  he  "  should  be 
entrusted  with  the  means  of  making  an  advance  to  the  Si)anish 
Government  immediately  after  the  signing  of  the  treaty,  with- 
out awaiting  the  ratification  of  it  by  the  Senate,"  the  President 
concluded  by  "commending  the  whole  subject  to  the  careful 
consideration  of  Congress." 

If  ever  grave,  official  document  disj)layed  a  cooler  impudence 
than  this  —  the  circumstances  all  considered  —  it  has  not  been 
our  lot  to  meet  the  instance.  So  often  and  emphatically  has 
S])ain  avowed  her  settled  purpose  never  to  sell  Cuba  at  any 
price,  nor  even  to  listen  to  proposals  for  the  purchase  of  it,  that 
she  has  reason  to  regard  as  Uttle  short  of  a  deliberate  instilt,  the 
pertinacious  pressing  of  negotiation  professedly  for  that  object. 
It  is,  moreover,  as  foolish  as  indecent,  if  friendly  bargaining 
alone  is  really  meant,  and  not  the  seeking  of  some  pretext  for  a 
quarrel,  to  end  in  taking  forcible  possession  of  the  island,  as 
"indemnity  for  the  past  and  security  for  the  future;"  while,  if 
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the    latter   is   the   real   inteution,    its   wickedness    outgoes   its 
folly. 

How  the  people  of  Cuba  viewed  it,  we  have  their  own  decisive 
testimony.  When  the  Message  was  received  there,  the  Corpo- 
ration of  Havana  promptly  ad()})ted  an  Address  to  the  Queen  of 
Spain,  which  "was  signed  by  the  Goveraor  of  the  city,  all  the 
officials,  and  the  great  body  of  the  citizens."  In  it  they  say, 
they  have  ^  not  read  without  profound  suqirise  the  recent  Mes- 
sage of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in  which  the  infa- 
mous idea  is  announced  that  that  Government  has  intended, 
and  intends  to  purchase  the  island  of  Cuba,  a  pretension  which 
must  be  looked  upon  as  doubly  insulting  to  the  nobleness  of  the 
nation  and  to  the  dignity  of  the  sons  of  Cuba,  who,  it  appears, 
are  considered  no  better  than  a  drove  of  Slaves,  that  can  be  sold 
like  a  private  estate,  *****  The  shame  of  being  sold 
cannot  be  supported  by  those  who  always  appreciate  their  ex- 
istence as  a  part  of  a  nation  to  which  they  have  ever  Ix'cn  as- 
similated in  habit,  religion,  and  custoins,  and  which  transmitted 
to  them  the  beautiful  language  of  Cervantes.  The  Government 
of  Sjiain  has  not  heard,  and  doubtless  will  not  listen  to,  an  igno- 
minious pretension  which  wounds  its  sense  of  decency,  but  nev- 
ertheless the  tirst  municipality  of  the  island  has  believed  it  to  be 
its  duty  to  raise  its  voice  to  your  .Majesty,  on  seeing  written  this 
insult  to  humanity  and  the  enlightened  age  in  which  Ave  live." 
They  speak  of  the  "cool  contumely  au<l  total  forgetfulness  of  all 
the  admitted  principles  of  inteniational  relations"  exhibited  in 
the  Message;  refer  to  the  refusal  of  the  city,  when  occupied  by 
the  English,  in  the  last  century,  to  do  homage  to  the  king  of 
England;  and  add  that  "Cuba  is  the  same  Spanish  province  that 
it  has  been  heretofore.     Now  and  ever  it  will  reject  foreign  dom- 


ination." 


No  less  emphatic  was  the  tone  of  the  Cuban  press.  The 
Prensa  de  la  ILibana  said  "  it  is  hardly  necessary  for  us  to 
remark  that  the  above  memorial  is  the  genuine  and  unani- 
mous expression  of  the  feelings  of  all  the  poj)ulation  of  Cuba." 
The  Didrio  de  la  Marina  "  called  the  attention  of  the  world  to 
the  contrast  between  our  national  spirit  and  American  greed ; 
and  in  what  manner  the  chivalrous  temper  of  our  people  re- 
sponds to  the  mercantile  cujiidity  of  American  politics,  which 
had  prompted  the  words  of  the  last  Presidential  Message  rela- 
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tire  to  this  island ; "  and  adds  that  "  such  forgetfulncss  of  social 
propri  :^es  "  as  appears  in  the  Message,  "  intermixed  with  such 
reckless  doctrines  in  regard  to  the  rights  of  nations,  may  not 
amaze  the  world,  simply  because  it  is  accustomed  to  such  aber- 
rations on  the  part  of  the  Washington  Cabinet."     "Purchase 
the  island  of  Cuba !  "  it  exclaimed.      "  The  Washington  Cabi- 
net well  knows  it  cannot  be  bought ;  that  the  United  States 
have  not  the  money  which  could  buy  it.     Such  is  the  opinion  of 
all  Spaniards,  such  has  been  especially  the  opinion  of  the  na- 
tives of  tlie  soil,  from  the  first  moment  the  project  figured  in 
tlie  politics  of  the  North.     When  a  minister  of  the  Crown,  on 
an   occasion  similar  to  that  produced  by  the  present  Message, 
said,  that  to  sell  the  island  of  Cuba  M'ould  be  to  sell  the  honor 
of  Spain,  the  words  wei-e  reechoed  by  the  unanimous  voice  of 
the  Spanish  race,  and  have  been  ado])ted  from  that  moment  as 
the  neatest  and  most  concise  fonnula  of  reply  whenever  this 
absurd  project  should  be  revived.     *****    The  mere  enun- 
ciation of  this  desiirn  is,  for  our  race,  the  grossest  of  insults." 
After  alluding  to  the  wealth  of  the  island,   its   commerce,  its 
advantageous  site  and  mateiial  excellences,  the  Diario  continued 
thus  :    "But  these  considerations  do  not  enter  into  the  thoughts 
of  our  ])eo])le,  our  sovereigns,  our  governors,  even  the  humblest 
of  our  coimtrMuen,  when  they  debate  this  proposed  purchase, 
which  tliey  regard  as  an  insult,  and  this  sale  which  they  regard 
as  infamy.     It  is  because  they  have  regard  to  the  Spaniards 
bom  in  Cuba,  l)rethren  of  those  bom  in  the  peninsula,  sharers 
in   the  same  glory,  trained  in  the  same  civilization,  the  same 
faith,  and  the  same  customs.     It  is  this  blood  which  is  price- 
less—  this  civilization  which  cannot  be  sold." 

The  res))onse  of  Spain,  to  the  Message,  was  quite  as  explicit 
and  decided  as  that  of  Cuba.  On  the  31st  of  December  the 
subject  was  introduced  into  the  lower  House  of  the  Spanish 
Cortes,  by  Seiior  Ulloa,  Director  General  of  the  Colonies ; 
and  was  discussed  by  some  of  the  most  distinguished  members 
of  that  bodv,  with  a  calm  diinuty  and  cn'ave  earnestness  as  well 
bcfiltiniic  the  ])ublicly  recognized  defenders  of  a  nation's  rights 
and  li<»nor,  as  the  bluster  and  bombast  of  our  American  apos- 
th's  of  "Manifest  Destiny"  suits  the  part  they  have  chosen  to 
eii.ict. 

"I  am  about,"  said  Senor  Ulloa,  "to  occupy  the  Cortes  ^vith 
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one  of  those  questions  which  .ihvays  nronso  a  unanimous  feolini]^ 
in  a  noble  and  generous  people  like  our  own ;  one  of  those  (^|ues- 
tions  which,  when  put,  are  always  instantly  answered,  because 
there  is,  because  there  can  be,  but  one  answer  for  them."    Allud- 
inijj  to  the  President's  Mcssaire  he  said,  it  "contains  a  blunder 
offensive    to    the    Spanish    nation,  a   continued   and   conceited 
offence,  to  which  the   Spanish  nation  ought  to  reply  with  dig- 
nity and  energy  through  its  legitimate  represciitativi's."     I'hcii, 
—  with   a  hint   that  the   real  object  of  the  President  was  onlv 
"to  revive  dead  hopes,  as  a  foundation  for  a  wished  tor  riHlcc- 
tion,"   (how  should  they  know  in  Spain  the  secret  springs  of 
American  statesmanship":')   with  a  glance  at  the  demand,  con- 
stantly repeated  by  the  I'liited  States,  that  the  Captain-(iencral 
of  Cuba  should  be  invested  with  full  power  to  treat  on  inter- 
national  affairs,  which  is  the  exclusive  prerogative  of  the  Su- 
preme Government;"  and  with  a  trenchant  >ide  stroke,  in  pass- 
ing, at  "  those  i)hilanthropic  |tretensions  put  forth  in   that  ilis- 
course  in  favor  of  the  ,\.frican   race,  which,  indeed,  are  strange 
enough,  coming  as   they  do  from  a  country  where   there   are 
States  in  which    Slavery  is    preserved   in   its   most   re]iugnant 
form,  where  this  unhajtpy  race  is  treated  like  a  race  of  ])nites, 
aiul  where   the  most   atrocious  ])enalties  are  imposed,  not  onlv 
upon  those  who  have  committed  the  crime  of  gettinof  a  little 
instnu'tion,  but  also  who  are  caught  in  the  fulfilment  of  tlu  ir 
religious  duties"  —  he  proceeded  to  cite  and  comment  on  the 
more  sxravely  offensive  portion  of  the  Message.    Quoting  a  para- 
graph or  two  in  full,  he  said,  "here  the  (piestion  of  the  jjunhase 
of  Cuba  by  the  United  States  is  j)ut  in  a  veiy  clear  mamu'r, 
and  this  pressing  it  after  the  refusals  which  have  been  given  to 
former  purchaser-s,  I  believe  to  involve  an  offence  to  Spanish 
honor  aud  dignity.    ******    It  concenis  a  negotiation 
which  i.s  impossible.     In  saying  so,  I  speak  the  general  senti- 
ments of  the  country.    *****     Wq  are  not  poor  enough 
to  have  to  live  upon  the  price  of  this  sale;  but  were  we  much 
poorer  than  we  are,  Spain  would  never  have  recoiu-se  to  such 
means  to  get  out  of  her  difficulties.     This  mercantile  policy,  in 
the  least  noble  sense  of  the  word,- which  the  President  of  tiie 
United  States  has  adopted  with  so  much  enthusiasm,  will  for- 
ever encounter  in  Spain  a  feeling  of  repulsion  which  is  fostered 
by  the  Castilian   nobility.     This  must  be  known  once  for  all. 
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But  such  is  the  eagerness  of  the  President  and  the  party  ho 
represents,  that,  presuming  upon  the  end  which  these  strange 
negotiations  must  have,  he  enters  into  the  mysteries  of  tlie  future, 
and  presents  us  a  menace  in  the  distance."  Then,  repeating 
the  sentence  above  cited,  which  contemplates  something  beside 
negotiation  as  ])ossible  "under  the  law  of  self-preservation,"  the 
speaker  continued:  "this  language  is  sufficiently  ex]>licit;  the 
idea  i<  invulved  in  none  of  those  di])lomatic  nebulosities  wliirli 
are  generally  used  in  this  class  of  documents.  1  am  glad  of  it, 
and  I  believe  that  thi:^  House  and  all  Spain  will  join  with  me  in 
this  lor  two  reasons;  first,  because  civilized  Europe  shall  by  this 
know  what  are  the  intentions  of  a  political  party  of  the  United 
States,  which  is  powerful  enough  to  raise  its  chiefs  to  the  su- 
preme magistracy,  and  shall  also  ajipreciate  to  tlie  full  the  new 
principle  of  tlu*  law  of  nations,  Avhich,  according  to  the  hapjiy 
plirase  of  a  French  paper,  consists  in  'proclaiming  the  right 
of  forcible  aj)]ivo])riation  for  cause  of  American  utility;'  and 
secondly,  becau>-e  when  these  intentions  are  known,  her  Mait-s- 
ty's  Goveniincnt  and  the  whole  nation  will  ]ire]>ari'  against  the 
contingency  with  which  we  are  threatened,  ami  when  these  cir- 
cumstances which  ]\lr.  Bu(  haxax  speaks  of  shall  come,  the 
Spanish  nation  may  reply,  as  did  the  Greek  hero:  'You  want 
Cuba;  then  come  and  take  her.'"  He  concluded  by  askijis:  the 
Government  and  all  parties  in  the  House  to  unite  in  "a  solemn 
declaration  Mhich  shall  })ut  a  stopper  upon  this  threat,  this 
oftence :  and,  whatever  may  be  contained  in  similar  demonstra- 
tions which  may  be  made." 

He  was  followed  by  the  Minister  of  State,  who  was  "glad  "  of 
the  o]tportunity  "to  ex]»lain  the  opinion  of  her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment upon  the  document "  referred  to.  "I  could  Itut  l>e  sur- 
prised," s;aid  he,  "that  this  document  should  savour  relations 
are  in  an  unsatisfactory  state.  *****  I  was  prolbundly 
convinced  that  the  relations  between  the  two  Goveniments  Mere 
perfectly  friendly,  and  ran  no  risk  of  disturbance.  Her 
Majesty's  Government  has  still  this  confidence."  After  reciting 
some  of  the  negotiations  between  the  two  countries,  to  justify 
this  statement,  and  referring  to  the  past  history  of  Sjiain.  he 
added,  "as  it  is  not  possible  that  the  Sj>anisli  nation  should 
resisrn  anv  territorv  which  constituted  a  iiart  of  the  once  vast 
domains  of  the   Sjjanish    monarchy,  the   present   Government 
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regards  it  as  a  duty  to  make  a  solemn  declaration,  which  cannot 
fail  to  engrave  itself  on  the  heart  of  the  Cortes,  and  to  be 
transmitted  to  every  Spaniard.  To-day,  to-moiTow,  on  whatever 
occasion,  prosperous  or  adverse,  *  *  «  *  »  ^^j^^  iSpanish 
nation  will  never  be  insensible  to  its  honor,  will  never  dispossess 
itself  of  the  least  part  of  its  territor}-;  and  any  proposition 
made  with  that  olnject  will  be  considered  by  the  Government 
as  an  insult  offered  to  the  nation/' 

This  speech  was  applauded  long  and  loudly.  Then  Seilor 
Olozaga,  k-ader  of  the  opposition,  and  fonnerly  Prime  Minister, 
moved  a  resolution  "that  the  Cortes  has  heard  with  the  gi'eatest 
satisfaction  the  explanations  given  by  the  Government,  and  that 
it  adheres  to  the  sentiment  of  those  explanations,  and  is  ready 
to  give  its  constant  support  to  the  preservation  of  the  integrity 
of  the  Spanish  dominions.'' 

In  his  speech  suj>porting  the  resolution,  he  said,  '"when  we  all 
share  the  desire,  which  the  (xovernment  has  just  expressed,  to 
repel  everything  otVensive  to  the  nobleness  and  dignity  of  the 
Spanish  nation,  it  is  just  that  we  should  all  protect  against  the 
tendencies  of  this  insult  which  is  offered  to  us.  *  »  *  *  » 
It  would  be  improper  for  me  to  delay  the  moment  which  you  all 
desire,  of  showing  that  there  are  no  parties  in  Spain,  nor  any 
difference  of  opinion  among  Spaniards,  upon  the  question  of  the 
conservation  of  di'jnity  an<l  honor,  which  is  of  more  account 
than  all  the  inteiests  of  the  world.  I  hope  that  the  House  will 
approve  of  this  proposition,  in  the  interest  of  the  national 
dignity,  in  the  interest  of  the  Island  of  Cuba,  whose  religion, 
whose  customs,  Avhose  laws,  whose  traditions,  whose  existence, 
whose  future,  absolutely  depend  on  the  preservation  of  Union 
with  the  mother  country,  and  also  in  the  interest  of  this  very 
American  nation,  which  we  cannot  fail  to  admire  and  to  love, 
provided  that  it  does  not  invade,  but  respect,  the  just  rights  of 
others,  in  order  that  a  precedent  so  fatal  to  the  public  law  of 
nations  may  not  be  admitte^l." 

The  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted. 

On  the  4th  of  January,  the  upper  House  of  the  Cortes  took 
up  the  subject  and  unanimously  resolved,  "  That  the  Senate 
tenders  to  her  Majesty's  Government  its  entire  support  and  most 
efficacious  cooperation  in  every  contingency,  in  view  of  the  Mes- 
sage which  has  just  been  delivered  by  the   President  of  the 
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United  States,  and  that  the  Senate  is  convinced  that  the  national 
honor  and  the  integrity  of  the  territory  of  Spain  and  her  trans- 
atlantic provinces  will  come  out  of  this  new  ordeal  unscathed." 

The  Minister  of  State,  in  speaking  on  the  resolutions,  said 
that  during  his  Ministry,  there  had  been  no  indication  referring 
to  the  acquisition  of  Cuba,  and  if  any  such  should  be  made  to 
him  as  Minister  of  S])ain,  by  a  representative  of  any  foreign 
power,  he  would  "hasten  to  inteiTupt  him  as  soon  as  his  inten- 
tions were  understood,  and  would  tell  him  what  his  insinuations 
were  causing  in  the  minds  of  all  Spaniards." 

In  the  United  States  Senate,  Mr.  Slidell,  of  Louisiana,  on 
the  10th  of  January,  introduced  a  bill  for  jilacing  830,000,U00 
in  the  President's  hands  "to  facilitate  the  acquisition  of  Cuba 
by  negotiation."  It  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs,  from  which,  on  the  24th,  Mr.  Slidell  presented  a  long 
report  in  flivor  of  the  bill;  and  Mr.  Sewakd,  a  minority  report, 
calling  on  the  President  for  infunnation,  to  be  transmitted  to 
Contrress,  at  the  next  session,  to  enable  it  to  judge  whether 
extraordinary  measures  are  necessary  to  maintain  the  country's 
rights  and  interests  in  regard  to  Spain.  An  able  discussion 
ensued,  but  no  action  Avas  then  taken.  On  the  liotli  of  February, 
Seidell  announced  the  ]»ur}>ose  of  the  majority  to  force  the  bill 
to  a  final  vote  before  adjournment;  but  was  met  with  a  resolute 
resistance,  which,  after  the  sitting  had  been  protracted  by 
speeches,  motions  to  adjourn,  and  various  "dilatory  motions," 
till  one  o'clock  at  night,  at  last  prevailed,  and  the  Senate 
adjourned.  The  next  day  Seidell  abandoned  the  bill,  despair- 
ing of  his  abiUty  to  force  it  through  in  the  brief  remnant  of  the 
session. 

The  piratical  party,  however,  as  is  evident  from  the  tone  of 
its  press,  and  the  sjjeeches  of  its  orators,  tty  no  means  intends  to 
consider  this  defeat  decisive  of  the  fate  of  its  cherished  scheme. 
"Cuba  must  and  shall  be  ours,"  said  Senator  Browx,  of 
Mississi])pi,  in  a  sj)eech  made  in  New  York  city,  on  the  14th  of 
last  Marcli.  "The  decree  has  gone  forth,  and  nowhere  on  earth 
is  there  jiower  to  remove  it.  The  only  question  for  us  to 
consider  is  this  :  by  what  means  shall  we  make  the  acquisition  'i 
Three  modes  have  been  proposed :  purchase,  that  I  regard  as 
tlie  most  honorable ;  conquest,  and  that  I  regard  as  the  most 
Certain ;  and  the  mysteiious  operation  known  as  filibusterism, 
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ami  that  I  regard  as  the  most  probable;  but,  by  one  or  the  other, 
or  all  c-ombined,  Cuba  iniist  and  >;hall  be  ours.  ft"S|)ain  is  dis- 
j)Osed  to  sell  the  island,  I,  for  one,  stand  prepared  to  pay  for  it. 
If  Si)ain  be  indisjiosed  to  sell,  I  would  seize  Cuba  as  indemnity 
for  the  past,  and  then  negotiate  tor  future  security.  If 
BucHAX.vx  and  Cass  can  t  be  brous>ht  to  that  point,  1  would 
repeal  tl»e  [neutrality]  laws,  ami  ery  'speed  to  the  filibuster,  and 
let  sUp  the  dogs  of  waiv  I  have  groAvn  weary  of  havino;  young, 
pidud,  glorious  Auierlra  knocking  at  the  door  of  Spain  and 
asking  for  admission.  *       *       *       *       j^  niay  be  asked, 

what  do  we  want  of  Cul>a?  "We  want  it  for  territorial  expan- 
sion. 'Let  no  pent  uj)  Utica  contract  our  powers;  the  whole 
boundless  universe  shall  be  ours.'  *****  Then  we 
want  it  for  national  defence.  The  island  blocks  up  the  Missis- 
sippi, with  all  its  })ro<lucts.  We  M'ant  it  to  extend  our 
agricultural  resources;  to  get  more  and  chea])er  sugar.  We 
want  it  to  extend  our  commerce.  Then,  I  have  a  little  private 
reason  of  my  own.  I  want  Cuba  for  the  exU}tsU»i  of  fSlavenj. 
I  s])eak  for  myselti  and  those  who  agree  with  me.  ***** 
If  it  were  to  come  iii  as  a  free  territory,  my  courage 
wouhl  very  much  ooze  out  at  the  ])oints  of  my  fingers.  I  am  a 
Pro-SlaviTV  man;  I  beUeve  that  Slavery  is  of  ilivine  origin,  that 
the  African  race,  from  their  creation,  were  iloomed  to  be  Slaves 
to  the  white  man."  Addressing  the  reporters,  he  said:  ''report 
me  as  I  have  spoken.  ^Vhen  I  have  spoken  in  favor  of  Slavery, 
report  me  in  the  first  person.  I  believe  I  have  spoken  the 
sentiments  of  my  own  heart,  and  of  a  vast  majority  of  the 
Democracy  throughout  the  Union,  The  Democratic  jiarty  are 
going  into  the  next  Presidential  canvass  upon  this  (the  Cuban) 
and  other  questions,  and  we  intend  to  meet  Seward  face  to  face 
upon  it." 

Here  is  at  least  a  sufficiently  frank  avowal  of  the  pnnciples  by 
which  the  Senator  —  and,  as  he  believes,  the  vast  maiority  of 
his  {)arty  —  is  governed,  and  woidd  have  the  nation  governed  in 
its  intercourse  with  other  nations,  A  jirecious  specimen  of 
])olitioal  morality  it  is,  too !  —  a  genuine  chapter  from  the  pirate's 
an.l  highwayman's  ethical  code.  And  if  we  may  credit  the  tes- 
timony of  one  who  has  been  active  in  enterprises  kindred  to  this 
for  the  sei/Aire  of  Cuba,  "(reneral"  Walker,  of  Nicaraguan  no- 
toriety, this  sort  of  morality  has  adherents  in  a  higher  quarter 
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than  the  Senate  chamber,  as  devoted  if  not  as  frank  as  the  Mis- 
sissippi Senator.     True,  the  character  of  the  witness  dves  little 
weight  to  his  testimony ;  but  its  intrinsic  probability  makes  it 
worthy  of  attention,  even  from  such  a  source.     In  a  letter  to  the 
Mobile   Register,  dated   July  19th,    1858,  Walker  said  that 
about  the  middle  of  the  preceding  October,  while  he  was  in 
Kew  Orleans,  preparing  to  retuiTi  to  Nicaragua.  General  Hex- 
xiNGSEX  arrived  from  AVashington,  and  stated  that,  in  an  inter- 
view he  had  held  there  witli  the  Secretary  of  War,  "the  Secre- 
tary had  infonned  him  of  the  Presiilent's  determination  to  an-est 
the  expedition  to  Nicaragua;  adding,  that  the  acquisition  of 
Cuba  during  his  administration  was  an  object  dear  to  the  heart 
of  Mr.  Buchanan,  and  if  we  would  enter  the  Mexican  service 
we  should  have  the  supDort  of  the  Uniteil  States  Government, 
and  wliile  in  that  service  we  mitrht  by  some  act,  such  as  tearing 
down  the  flag  of  Spain,  bring  about  a  war  between  Mexico  and 
Spain,  and  Mexico  might  then  seize   Cuba ;    and  that  means 
would  not  be  lacking  lor  such  an  enti-rjivisc.     When  pressed  to 
tell  how  the  means   could  be  had,  tin-  Secretary  replied,  that 
before  he  could  say  more  he  must  see  a  ]ierson  above  him.     At 
a  later  interview  he  said,  he  was  not  authorized  to  go  further, 
but  they  might  rely  inijilicitly  on  the  means  being  provided  if 
the  enterprise  were  undertaken."     Walker  added,  that  at  his 
trial  in  New  Orleans,  he  endeavored  to  place  these  facts  in 
the  shape  of  legal  evidence,  and  for  that  purpose  summoned 
Henningsen  as  a  witness ;  but  when  the  question  was  put  to 
elicit  the  facts,  the  District  Attorney  objected,  and  the  presiding 
Justice  mled  it  out  without  waiting  to  hear  for  what  object  it 
was  asked.     Whether  this  is  to  be  regarded  as  equivalent  to 
confessing   that   Walker's    charge   is   true,    the  public   must 
judge. 

The  Southern  Republics. 

If  the  President  is  not  schemintr  to  take  advantage,  in  Slaverv's 
behalf,  of  the  internal  dissensions  of  Mexico  and  the  weakness 
of  the  States  of  Central  and  South  America,  he  unfortunately 
lays  himself  ojien  to  strong  suspicion  of  such  design,  by  his  eager- 
ness to  get  at  least  \he  j^oirer  to  do  mischief  in  that  direction; 
asking  repeatedly,  in  person  and  through  his  partisans  in  Con- 
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gresg,  for  authority,  in  effect,  to  iilunge  the  country  into  war 
with  those  teeble  States  at  his  own  single  will.     In  his  Annual 
Message  he  "  earnestly  reconnncmled  to  Congress  the  passage  of 
an  act  authorizing  the  Presiilent,  under  such  restrictions  as  they 
may  deem  proper,  to  employ  the  land  and  naval  forces  of  the 
United   States  in   preventing  the  transit  [across  Nicaragua, — 
also  by  the  Panama  and  Tehuantepec  routes,]  from  being  ob- 
structed by   lawless   violence,  and  in  protecting  the   lives  and 
property  of  American  citizens  travelling  thereon."'     On  the  11th 
of  January,  .Mr.  Masox,  ot'  \'irginia,  introtluced  into  the  Senate 
from  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Kelations,  a  bill  in  accordance 
with  the  President's  recommendation,  empoweiing  him,  when- 
ever, in  /(i.s  opinion,  the  case  demands  his  interposition,  to  use 
the  land  an<l  naval  forces  of  the  United  States  in  such  way  as  in 
Aj'^  judgment  may  be  most  effectual,  by  force  to  protect  or  re- 
lieve citizens  of  the  United  States,  in   Mexico,  Central  or  South 
America,  from  any  iniurv  offered  or  <lone  bv  "'those   claimini"- 
to  be  in  authority  therein;"'  ami  requiring  him  to  rcjiort  to  Con- 
gress as  soon  as  possible  what  he  may  have  done  under  this  au- 
thority, and   to   withdraw  rlie   forces  as  soon  as  the  object  shall 
have  been  attained.     As  Congress  did  not  hasten  to  second  the 
Senators  zeal,  the  President  sent  in  a  S|)eeial  Message,  remind- 
ing that  dilatory  body  of  "the  great  urgency  and  importance  of 
legislative  action"  for  the  desiretl  purpose,  before  the  close  of 
the  session;  repeatini;  nearly  word  for  word,  his  fonner  recom- 
mendation ;  and  backing  it  with  the  assurance  that,  without  such 
a  law  as  he  asked  for,  "the  President  may  be  placed  in  a  painful 
position  before  the  meeting  of  the  next  Congress.''     But  this 
pathetic  appeal  was  ineffectual.     Congress  adjourned  without 
gi'anting  his  recpiest ;   thinking,  doubtless,  that  it  was  better  to 
risk  his  chance  of  a  "painful  {position"  than  to  relieve  him  with 
a  nulitary  dictatorship;  —  an  opinion  in  which  the  country  evi- 
dently concurs.    For  the  present,  therefore,  this  ingenious  scheme 
for  "extending  the  area"  of  the  very  peculiar  sort  "of  Free- 
dom "  known  as  American,  appears  to  be  a  failure. 

But  it  is  said,  whether  or  not  on  good  authority,  certainly 
with  much  intrinsic  probability,  that  the  Cabinet  at  Wash- 
ington is  considering  another  way  of  turning  the  distracted 
condition  of  Mexico  to  the  advantage  of  Slavery;  that  it  is 
discussing  a  proposal  to  recognize  the  so-called  "  Liberal "  Gov- 
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ernment  on  condition  that  the  Marshals  of  the  United  States 
shall  be  permitted  to  pursue,  an-est,  and  bring  back  Fugitive 
Slaves  escaping  into  Mexico.  It  would  be  much  easier,  how- 
ever, we  doubt  not,  for  President  Buchaxax  to  offer  than  for 
President  Juarez  to  accept  such  terms.  If  the  "Liberal "  Chief 
himself  were  base  enough  to  listen  to  them,  his  own  followers 
would  desert  him.  We  cannot  believe  that  any  party  in  Mex- 
ico, sad  as  the  condition  of  that  country-  is,  has  yet  sunk  low 
enough  to  entertain  a  proposition  so  disgraceful ;  and  thus  the 
moral  certainty  of  its  rejection,  if  offered  —  rather  than  any 
sense  of  shame,  or  regard  for  right,  or  respect  for  Mexican  sove- 
reignty on  Mexican  soil  —  may  prevent  the  offer. 


New  Slate  States  ix  Prospect. 

Meanwhile,  the  Slave  Power  is  not  neglectful  of  its  opportu- 
nities   within    the    present    boundaries    of    the    Union.      To 
compensate  itself  for  the  now  almost  certain  loss  of  Kansas,  it 
is  scheming  to  divide  California,  and  make  a  Slave  State  of  the 
southern  portion  ;  while  it  hastens  eagerly  to  clutch  New  Mexico, 
as  if  that  were,  beyond  controversy  or  question,  its  own.     On 
the  5th  of  March  a  bill  was  introduced  into  the  Senate  of  Cali- 
fornia, for  tlie  division  of  the  State,  setting  off  all  south  of  the 
thirty-sixth  degree  of  latitude  as  a  separate  Territory',  which,  of 
course,  the  Slaveholders  mean,  as  speedily  as  possible,  to  appro- 
priate, and  erect  into  a  new  State.      The  Territorial  Legislature 
of  New  Mexico  has,  within  a  few  weeks,  passed  an  act  recog- 
nizin<i   Slaverv  as   a  le^al  institution  in    that   Territorv,   and 
guarding  it  with  stringent  provisions  and  severe  penalties.     It 
does  not  attempt  to  set  tip  the  system,  or  confer  legality  upon 
it,  but  coolly  takes  for  granted  that  it   is   already  legal    and 
rightful,  and  needs  only  protection  and  regulation.     It  provides, 
for  murder  or  other  offence  xipon  a  Slave's  person,  the  same 
penalty  as  if  he  were  free  and  white;  for  stealing  a  Slave,  with 
intent  to  deprive  the  master  of  "  the  use  and  benefit"  of  him, — 
whether  by  carrpng  him  away  with  violence,  or  by  enticing 
him.  with  such  intent,  to  go,  or  for  aiding  or  ad^^sing  therein,  or 
for  conve^^ng  or  assisting  to  convey  a  Slave  beyond  the  control 
of  his  master,  with  intent  to  aid  his  escape,  or  for  secreting  him 
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from  his  master, — imprisonment,  not  more  than  ten  nor  loss  than 
fijur  veai-s,  and  a  fine  of  not  more  than  two  thousand,  nor  less 
than  tive  hundred  ilollars;  for  furnishing  a  Slave  Avith  forijed 
free  papers,  imprisonment  not  more  than  tive  years,  nor  less  than 
six  months,  and  a  fine  of  not  more  than  a  tliousand,  nor  less 
than  a  hundred  dollars ;  for  ii\ducing  a  Slave  to  absent  liimself 
from  his  masters  service,  or  for  harboring  a  Slave  so  absenting 
himself,  the  same  penalty,  besides  liability  to  a  civil  suit  for 
damages;  for  endeavoring  to  excite  in  a  Slave  a  spirit  of  insur- 
rection, or  aiding  him  in  resisting  his  master,  or  furnishing  him 
any  dea<lly  weapon  or  ammunition,  (except  temporanly  by 
the  master,  for  the  lawful  (lefence  of  the  master's  person,  tamily, 
or  property,)  or  for  trading  with  a  Slave,  unless  he  has  a  wntten 
permit  from  the  master  specitying  the  articles  he  may  trade  in, 
or  for  furnishing  to  a  Slave  a  forged  pennit  to  trade, — imiirison- 
ment  not  less  than  three  months,  nor  more  than  three  years,  and 
a  fine  of  not  less  than  twenty-five,  nor  more  than  a  thousand 
dollars;  for  playing  with  a  Slave  any  game  of  skill  or  chance, 
a  fine  not  exceeiling  a  hundicd  dullai-s,  or  imprisonment  not 
exceeding  three  months,  or  boih,  :ir  the  Court's  discretion.  It 
provitles  that  any  j^erson  may  take  up  any  runaway  Slave,  using 
such  force  as  is  necessary,  and,  if  no  reward  has  been  offered, 
shall,  on  delivery  of  the  Slave  to  his  master,  or  to  the  >heriff  of 
the  county,  be  entitled  to  twenty  dnllars,  l)('«>ides  ten  cents  a 
mile  for  his  travel  to  and  tVom  the  place  of  np)»rehension.  If 
the  sheriff  refuse  to  receive  an<l  keep  the  runaway,  he  shall  be 
fined  not  less  than  five  hundred  dollars,  be  liable  to  the  owner 
for  the  Slave's  value,  and  be  ineligible  for  reelection.  He  must 
advertise  the  runaway  six  months,  unless  an  owner  sooner 
appears;  and  if  none  then  appears,  must  sell  him  to  the  highest 
bidder,  after  six  or  seven  months'  notice  of  the  day  of  sale,  and 
pay  the  net  proceeds  to  the  Territorial  Treasurer.  Any  owner 
failing  to  maintain  his  Slave,  shall  be  required  to  give  bond  for 
his  support.  The  owner  of  a  Slave  indicted  for  felony  shall  be 
cited  to  appear  ami  defend  the  Slave,  and  if  he  fail  to  do  so,  the 
Court  is  to  appoint  counsel  for  the  Slave,  at  the  owner's  expense. 
Cruel  treatment  of  a  Slave  by  his  owner  shall  be  punished  by 
imprisonment  not  more  than  a  year,  and  fine  not  more  than  a 
thousand  dollars.  [We  may  jiidge  the  comparative  enoiTnity 
of  different  offences,  from  the  fact  that  the  highest  penalty  for 
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cruel  treatment  is,  in  imprisonment  one-tenth,  in  fine  one-half 
the  highest,  or  in  inii^risonmcnt  one-fourth,  in  fine  double  the 
lowest  penalty  for  helping  a  Slave's  escape  from  bondage.]     For 
suffering  a  Slave  to  hire  his  own  time,  or  employ  himself  as  a 
freeman  for  more  than  twenty-four  hours  at  once,  the  owner 
shall  be  fined  not  more  than  one  hundred  dollars.     Disorderly 
conduct  in  public,  or  insolent  language  or  signs  to  a  free  white 
person,  by  a  Slave,  shall  be  punished  with  stripes  on  the  bare 
back,  not  exceeding  thirty-nine.     Slaves  shall  be  punished  with 
stri])es,  or  branding,  for  crimes  of  which  the  legal  penalty  is  a 
money-fine.      No  Slave,  or  free  negro,  or  mulatto,  can  testify  in 
any  court  against  a  free  white  person  ;  but  they  can  against  each 
other.     Marriages  between  white  persons  and  Slaves,  or  free 
negroes  or  mulattoes,  are  forbidden  and  declared  void,  and  any 
white  person  attempting  to  enter  into  or  procure  such  mamage, 
shall  be  imprisoned  not  more  than  six  months,  and  fined  not 
more  than  five  hundred  dollars.     Emancipation   of  Slaves  is 
totally  prohibited.     A  Slave  found  off  his   master's  premises 
after  sunset  and  before  sunrise,  without  a  written  ])ass,  may  be 
taken  before  a  justice  of  the  peace  by  any  white  person,  and 
shall  be  whipped  not  more  than  thirty-nine  stripes  on  the  bare 
back,  and  im])risoned  till  the  next  day,  to  be  released  then  on 
payment  of  costs  by  the  owner.     A  claim  to  the  possession  of  a 
Slave  may  be  prosecuted  by  writ  of  replevin,  or  by  wiit  of  habeas 
corpus.     Any  person  holding  as  a  Slave  a  negro  or  mulatto 
legally  free,  shall  be  imprisoned  not  more  than  ten  nor  less  than 
five  years,  and  be  fined  not  more  than  two  thousand,  nor  less 
than  five  hundred  dollars.     Such  are,  in  substance,  the  main 
provisions  of  the  barbarous  Slave  Code,  just  enacted  by  Demo- 
cratic   despotism,   in   a    Territory   from    which    distinguished 
politicians  used  to  tell  us  that  the  laws  of  climate  and  physical 
geography  had  effectually  excluded  Slaver}'. 

On  the  borders  of  the  Western  Slave  States  are  four  tribes 
of  Indians,  —  Cherokees,  Choctaws,  Chickasaws,  and  Creeks, — 
so  fin-  advanced  in  civilization,  as  to  be  Uttle,  if  at  all,  behind 
their  white  neighbors.  They  have  regular  governments  formed 
by  themselves,  substantially  like  those  of  the  adjacent  States  ; 
and  under  the  fostering  care  of  the  Federal  Government,  and 
the  religious  teaching  of  Missionaries  of  the  American  Board, 
liave  so  diligently  developed,  and  are  so  sedulously  guarding,  the 
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'•patriarchal  institution,"  that  the  Shivelioklers  in  the  States  are 
beijinning  to  think  tliom  worthy  of  full  political  fellowship. 
Their  a(hiiissiou  into  the  Union  is  already  suggested,  and  it  Ls 
by  no  means  improbable  that  it  will,  ere  long,  be  accomplished; 
the  eager  desire  of  the  Slave  Power  to  secure  so  important  an 
accession  of  political  strength  being  likely  to  overcome,  for  the 
occasion,  the  .Vnglo-Saxon  spirit  of  exclusiveness  and  pride  of 
race.  Tlie  Southern  jn-ess  begins  to  argue  for  the  expediency, 
not  to  say  necessity  of  such  a  measure.  Says  the  New  Orleans 
Picaxjxnie^  "  The  progress  of  civilization  in  several  of  the  Indian 
tribes  west  of  the  States,  will  soon  bring  up  a  new  question  for 
the  decision  of  Congivss.  *****  These  Indian 
States  cannot  exist  as  intlependent  governments,  when  the 
Caucasian  race  presses  upon  them.  The  people,  civilized  and 
attached  to  tlie  soil  they  have  improved,  cannot  be  removed  to 
remoter  wilds,  nor  without  serious  discontents,  is  it  likely  the 
Cnited  States  can  subject  them  to  the  condition  of  other  Terri- 
torial ortranizations,  bv  an  abroMtion  of  the  Constitutions  thev 
have  established  for  themselves;"  thus  evidently  meaning  to 
give  the  impression  that  no  alternative  remains  but  to  admit 
them  to  the  Union.  It  adds,  siguiticantly,  *-It  cannot  fail  to 
give  greater  interest  to  this  (juestion,  that  each  of  these  Indian 
States  has  ado)>ted  the  social  institutions  of  the  South.  The 
Indians  are  Slaveholders."  It  will  be  less  strange  than  many 
things  which  have  already  happened,  if  before  long  Slavery 
should  have  eight  Senators  and  four  Representatives  in  Congress 
from  these  new  In<lian  States. 


New  Demand  of  the  Slave  Power. 

To  secure  a  footing  in  all  the  Ten-itories,  present  and 
prospective,  and  to  make  sure  of  the  whole  period  of  their  ter- 
ritorial condition  for  establishing  itself  tirmly,  and  gaining  power 
to  control  their  organization  as  States,  the  Slave  Power  is  now 
urging  a  new  demand.  Having  triumphed  in  the  last  Presiden- 
tial election  by  means  of  the  pretence  of  its  Northern  alUes 
that  they  were  contending  for  "Popular  Sovereignty"  and 
"Congressional  non-intervention"  in  the  Territories,  it  now 
proposes  to  make  the  utmost  possible  advantage  of  its  victory 
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by  rent! fli aline;  these  delusive  doctrines,  and  with  characteristic 
au^lacitv  insisting  that  Congress  must  intervene  to  p)'Otect  Slave 
property  in  the  Territories,  whether  against  hostile,  or  in  defect 
of  friendly,  territorial  legislation. 

Karlv  la-^t  fall  the  Southern  press  broke  gi-ound  for  this 
advanced  position.  The  Richmond  (Va.)  Enquirer  comj)lains 
that  ""tlM-  present  staite  of  Federal  legislation  is  entirely  inade- 
quate for  the  thorough  and  effectual  protection  of  Slave  projioiy 
in  tlie  Territories."  Assuming  that  under  tlie  Dred  Scott 
decision  "Slavery  cannot  ha  prohibited  in  a  Territory,"  it  asks, 
"but  how  can  \X.  ha  protected?''''  and  adds,  "tln'  general  regu- 
lations of  the  Federal  code,  embracing  every  sj)ccies  of  ju'opcrty, 
are  altogether  inadequate  for  the  security  of  Slave  pro})erty. 
Slavery,  peculiar  in  its  nature,  requires  a  ])cculiai'  adaptation  of 
niunieipal  law  for  its  healthy  maintenance.  ***** 
The  Constitution  requires  that  Slave  proj)ei'ty  shall  be  jirotected 
in  ill''  Territories,  and  it  is  the  business  of  Congi'ess  to  funiisli 
llii<  ))rotectioii  directly  and  immediately.  »  *  *  *  * 
(.'otiffre.fs  }  I  III  st  intervene  to  protect  Slaver;/  in  the  Territories. 
Let  us  ]iui  our  shoulder  to  the  Avheel,  and  lal)or  earnestly,  faith- 
fully, and  ])rudently  for  the  consummation  of  this  constitutional 
necessity."  And  again:  '■'•There  must  be  posit  ire  le^/ishftice 
enactme/if  ;  a  civil  and  criminal  code  for  the  jtrotrction  o/  S/crve 
property/  in  tJie  Territories  ought  to  be  jyrovided.'''  Meanwlulc, 
till  this  is  done,  it  says,  "much,  if  not  all,  must  dejtcnd  on  the 
loyalty  and  efficiency  of  the  President.  lie  a])i)oints  the  Terri- 
torial Executive  and  Judiciary.  It  will  be  the  province  of  this 
.Tiuliciary  to  protect  Slave  proi)ei'ty,  as  far  as  possible,  under  the 
laws  of  the  Federal  code  for  the  protection  of  property  general]} , 
and  it  will  be  the  business  of  the  Territorial  Executive  to 
uphold  and  enforce  the  authority  of  the  Judiciary.  It  will  be 
the  duty  of  the  President  to  hold  both  to  a  zealous  perfonnance 
of  their  several  offices.  Hence,  the  next  Democratic  nominee  for 
thi  Presidency  should  be  p)ledged  to  the  protectio)i  of  Slave 
pr(,),irt>j  in  all  the  Territories^  The  Charleston  (S.  C.)  Neirs^ 
after  af!inning  that  "according  to  the  Kansas-Nebra:?ka  bill,  and 
the  Dred  Scott  decision,  the  Constitution  confers  upon  Slaveiy 
the  riglit  to  go"  to  the  Territories,  continues,  that  "it  also 
iinpo-^es  the  dnty  of  protecting  that  right,  and  this  cannot  be 
<lone  without  positive  Pro-Slavery  legislation,  and  a  Fedeual 
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Slave  Code  for  the  Territories."  The  "Washington  Union 
quotes  approvingly  the  Richmond  Enfjuirer's  declaration  that 
"Virginia  holds  that  Congress  has  the  right,  and  is  in  duty 
bound,  to  protect  Slavery  in  the  Territories,  until  the 
people  of  a  Temtory,  when  on  the  eve  of  forming  a  State 
government,  may  decide  the  question  finally  for  the  future  State. 
«  «  *  *  •  This  question  will  have  to  be  met,  and  the  South 
will  demand  her  constitutional  rights,  and  will  demand  the 
legislation  necessary  to  render  valid  the  rights  so  amply  recog- 
nized by  the  [Democratic]  party,  the  country,  Congress,  the 
Supreme  Court,  and  the  Constitution.  *****  There 
is  no  power  to  coerce  a  Temtorial  Legislature  to  do  its  consti- 
tutional dutv,  and  Congress  must  sii]iphj  the  legislation  trithhtld 
by  the  derelict  Territory."  Xor  is  it  in  the  South  only  that  this 
monstrous  doctiine  finds  advocates.  The  Xew  York  T)tnj-Book\ 
one  of  the  most  zealous  organs  of  the  Sham  Democracy,  says 
that  "  if  the  people  of  a  Territory,  ichile  they  are  a  Territory, 
foil  to  jjrotect  property  invested  in  the  person  of  a  negro,  they 
grossly  violate  equal  rights,  ( I !  I  )  and  therefore  are  not  author- 
ized to  consiikr  theinsdres  Democrats.  The  whole  question  is 
resolved  into  this  simple  right  or  no  right  to  protection  to 
Slave  property  in  the  Federal  Territories,  and  as  the  Charleston 
News  suggests,  it  must  constitute  the  issue  of  1860."  The 
question  was  debated  at  much  U-ngth  in  the  United  States 
Senate,  dunng  the  last  week  of  February,  and  at  least  two 
Northern  Senators,  Gwix,  of  California,  and  Bigler,  of  Penn- 
svlvania,  went  with  almost  the  whole  body  from  the  South, 
for  Contrretisional  protection  to  Slavery  in  the  Territories. 

This  is  all  which  it  is  thought  expe<lient  to  demand  just  now  ; 
though  it  is  hard  to  see  why,  on  any  legal  or  moral  ground,  the 
.-claim  should  stoj)  here,  if  the  arguments  used  to  urge  it  so  far 
are  sound.  If  Slaves  are  property,  by  the  Constitution,  what 
right  has  a  Stafe,  more  than  a  Territory,  to  infringe  the  consti- 
tutional right  to  hold  them  as  such  ?  And  he  has  read  to  little 
]nirpose  —  if  at  all  —  the  history  of  the  steady  progress  of  the 
Slave  Power,  from  aggression  to  aggression,  from  encroachment 
to  encroachment,  who  believes  that  it  trill  ntop  here,  if  its  present 
claim  is  conceded.  The  next  demand  Avill  most  likely  be,  that 
the  Feileral  Government  shall  j)rotect  Slaverj'  in  every  State 
into  which  any  Slaveholder  may  choose  to  carry  it.     As  an 
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entering  wedge  for  that  demand,  it  is  now  pressing  its  claim  for 
such  a  decision  of  the  well-known  Lemmox  case  as  will  affirm 
the  right  to  hold   Slaves  in  transit  across  any  State,  Slave  or 
Free;  confidently  expecting,  and  not  -s^-ithout  reason,  that,  as 
soon  as  the  case  can  be  brought  before  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States,  the  Slaveholding  and  Pro-Slavery  judges  who 
control  that  tribunal,  will  promptly  give  the  desired  decision. 
But  to  reach  that  point,  the  case  has  yet  to  go  through  the  New 
York  State  Court  of  Appeals,  which  shows  no  disposition  to 
hasten  its  progress.      About  the  middle  of  last  June  it  came  up 
in  that  Court,  on  application  of  the  Slaveholders  counsel,  for 
the  hearing  of  it  as  a  prefen-ed  cause.     The  Court  held,  however, 
that  it  was  not  entitled  to  be  heard  out  of  its  order  on  the 
calendar ;  thinking  ]>robably  that  in  no  event  could  harm  come 
of  its  waiting  its  turn ;  since  if  the  decision  of  the  Court  below, 
which  had  done  substantial  justice  in  the  matter,  is  to  be  finally 
confirmed,  doing  it  earher  or  later  will  make  no  material  differ- 
ence ;  but  if  it  is  to  be  reversed,  the  later  such  a  triumph  of 
injustice  is  achieved,  the  better.     The  case  has  therefore  to  take 
its  regular  course,  and  is  not  expected  to  be  heard  in  the  highest 
State  Court  before  next  year. 


The  Foreign  Slave  Trade. 

"While  diligently  striving  to  enlarge  its  fields,  the  Slave  Power 
is  mindful  also  of  its  need  of  a  corresponding  increase  in  the 
number  of  its  human  working  tools.  The  reopening  of  the 
African  Slave  Trade,  in  order  to  meet  this  want,  continues  to  be 
urged  at  the  South,  and  seems  to  be  growing  in  favor  with  the 
people  of  what  may  be  called  the  Slave  consuming  States. 

The  Southern  Commercial  Convention,  which  closed  its  ses- 
sion at  Montgomery  (Ala.)  on  the  14th  of  last  May,  spent  much 
of  its  time  in  discussing  the  subject.  Two  reports  laid  before 
it,  —  one  by  Mr.  Spratt,  of  South  Carolina,  proposing  a  revival 
of  the  Slave  Trade,  the  other  by  Mr.  Yancey,  of  Alabama, 
merely  advocating  the  repeal  of  all  laws  which  forbid  it, —  were 
ordered  to  be  printed,  and  the  whole  matter  was  reserved  to  be 
considered  by  the  next  Convention,  to  be  held  at  Vicksburgh, 
(Miss.)  in  May,  1859.      As  so  pious  a  work  ought  not  to  lack  a 
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religious  sanction,  a  writer  in  the  Vicksburgh  True  /Son f /iron 
proposes  that  "  tlie  Convention  raise  a  fund  to  be  dispensi'd  in 
premiums  for  the  best  sermons  in  favor  of  reopening  the 
African  Slave  Trade."  By  all  means!  The  Southern  pulpit 
haWn-j:  alreadv  demonstrated  to  the  abundant  satisfaction  of  its 
hearers,  that  the  system  which  robs  millions  at  home  of  man- 
hood and  all  its  ricrhts  is  a  divine  institution,  a  blessins:  to  the 
robber  and  the  robbe<l,  the  country  and  the  world,  let  it  be 
encouraged  to  go  on  to  the  legitimate  conclusion  of  its  prem- 
ises, and  prove  from  reason  and  revelation  that  the  piracy  wliioh 
prowls  upon  the  seas,  to  pander  to  the  robber}^  which  plundei-s 
upon  land,  is  equally  beneficent  and  laudable  therewith ;  a 
compendious  practice  of  all  the  virtues;  at  once  patriotic, 
philanthropic,  and  Christian;  enriching  our  own  country  with 
labor  which  costs  little  purchase  money  at  first,  and  no  wages 
afterward;  bestowing  on  the  poor  barbarians  the  benign  :uui 
ciWlizing  influence  of  hard  work  and  coarse  fare,  the  lash  and 
the  branding  iron;  and  propagating  the  gospel,  not  by  sending 
missionaries  and  bibles  to  the  heathen,  but  by  bringing  the 
heathen  from  a  land  without  the  bible  to  a  country  which  has 
it,  but  forbids  their  learning  to  read  it.  Let  it  be  shown  that 
gain  is  godliness,  and  that  they  who  seek  first  to  grow  rich  by 
the  profits  of  man-stealing,  shall  have  the  kingdom  of  God  and 
His  risrhteousness  added  unto  them.  If  the  task  is  somewhat 
difticult,  let  the  offered  reward  lie  projiortionatcly  liberal,  and  no 
doubt  there  Avill  be  enough  of  eager  competition  for  it. 

To  show  which  way  the  current  of  feeling  on  this  subject  is 
setting  at  the  South,  the  Southi'rn  Citizen  last  fall  exultingly 
announcedthat"  John' J.  McRae  has  been  triumphantly  elected 
to  Congress  from  Mississippi, —  has  even  to  a  wonderful  extent 
harmonized  parties,  and  all  by  his  straightforward  advocacy  of 
the  Slave  Trade  with  Africa.  In  one  county,  where  the  people 
were  almost  all  his  political  opponents,  he  had  nearly  every 
vote."  A  Charleston  correspondent  of  the  same  paper  says  that 
"in  South  Carolina,  Mr.  Si'ratt"  —  mentioned  above  as  advo- 
cating the  revival  of  the  African  Slave  Trade  — "  has  been 
elected  to  the  State  Legislature  by  a  very  large  majority ;  and 
Mr.  Pettigkew,"  author  of  a  minority  report  to  the  preceding 
Legislature,  opposing  that  measure,  "  has  failed  of  his  election." 
The  Citizen  adds,  "this  cause  of  '  the  traffic  in  human  flesh* 
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advances,  and  will  advance."  TVe  learn  also  fi-om  the  South 
Carolinian,  a  leading,'  organ  of  the  ruling  ]»aity  in  the  State, 
that  before  the  election  the  candidates  for  the  Legislature  were 
asked  —  among  other  questions  designed  to  test  their  allegiance 
to  Slavery — "Are  you  in  favor  of  reopening  the  African  Slave 
Trade  ?  " 

I)e  IJoics  Hei'iew,  in  its  last  October  number,  has  even  the 
eftVontery  to  recommend  not  only  "•the  opening  of  the  Slave 
Trade,"  but  also,  in  connection  therewith,  "  the  introduction  of 
our  ]»cculiar  institution  into  the  Western  States  and  Teirito- 
ries,"  as  "the  most  effectual  means  of  giving  ])er])etuity "  to  the 
Union.  "By  this,"  it  continues,  "we  will  construct  a  homoge- 
neous svstcm  of  labor,  and  thus  that  communitv  of  sentiment 
will  be  reestablished,  Avithout  Avhich  the  Constitution  is  a  rope 
of  sand,  and  the  Union  a  shallow  mockery." 

A  corres]>ondent  of  the  New  York  Ti//>ts,  writing  from  the 
South,  in  NoA  ember  last,  s]>eaks  of  being  infonned  "that  a 
League  exi^ts  in  the  Southern  States,  one  <>f  whose  aims  is  to 
augment  tliesujijily  of  negro  labor  in  the  planting  States ;"  and 
that  it  claims  fur  the  States  "a  perfect  right  to  legalize  and  reg- 
ulate an  Atrican  Free  A] tjn'entice  system,"  Avhich  "Congress  has 
no  pow  ei-  to  prohibit."  It  is  now  "ojierating  upon  the  State  of 
]Mi-sis>)pj)i,  to  secure  the  enactment  of  a  law  under  which  to 
carrv  out  immediately  a  system  of  African  aj)prenticeship,  or 
'tlie  Sla\e  Trade  in  disguise.' "  Early  last  summer  a  firm  in 
Cliarle-.t()n,  (S.  C.)  ajijdied  f  )r  a  clearance  to  a  vessel  bound  for 
the  coast  of  Africa,  "for  the  jiurpose  of  taking  on  board  Afri- 
c.ni  emigrants,  in  accordance  with  the  L^nited  States  Passenger 
Law,  and  of  returning  with  the  same  to  some  port  in  the  United 
St:it(-;"  ;m<l  ])ro]tosed,  in  writing,  that  if  tlie  clearance  should 
be  granted  and  the  vessel  be  thus  jirotected  in  taking  in  her 
earLTo  on  the  African  coast,  the  landing  should  be  at  New  Or- 
leans, f)r  the  express  pur]>ose  of  testing,  before  the  Courts  of 
the  Unite<l  States,  the  legality  of  the  proceeding.  The  Collec- 
I'T  of  the  port  referred  the  a]i]ilication  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
I  leaMiiy.  who  refuse!  to  sanction  it,  on  the  ground  that  to 
bring  in  Aliicans  to  be  held  as  Slaves  is  forbidden  by  Congi-ess; 
aiei  ii,  ]*rii)g  them  as  Freemen  is  forbidden  by  all  the  Slave 
States  and  some  of  the  Fix-e,  and  is  desired  by  none.  This  re- 
tusal  was  sharply  criticised  in  the  Charleston  papers,  by  a  Mr. 
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Lamar,  who  stoutly  affirmed  tliat  the  sliip  was  entitled  to  the 
clearance  asked  for,  and  that  the  Secretary  had  no  ri':,dit  to  pre- 
sume an  intent  to  violate  the  law. 

The  Constitution  of  Georcria,  adopted  in  1791,  before  the 
manifold  excellences  of  Slavery  were  discovered,  furMds  the 
importation  of  Slaves  into  that  State  "from  Africa  or  any  other 
foreifrn  i)lace."  Earlv  last  winter  a  Mil  was  brouirht  into  the 
Legislature,  to  provide  for  the  striking  out  of  this  prohil>ition, 
and  was  defeated  by  a  majority  of  only  one  —  47  to  40).  In 
urgin<j:  its  ]>assage,  a  ^fr.  Atkixsox  argued  that,  "if  we  [of  the 
South]  tirst  |)urge  our  Constitutions  and  laws  of  these  Abolition 
heresies,  we  can  then  consirstently  ask  the  Xorth  to  believe  with 
us;  but  while  we  acknowledge  the  evil  of  Slavery  by  prohibit- 
ing it  from  our  shores,  can  we  expect  them  to  call  it  anything 
but  sin?  *****  The  fire  of  fanaticism  is  coming  down 
upon  us;  to  resist  it  successfully,  we  must  put  on  the  panoply 
of  law,  and  arm  ourselves  at  every  point.  This  we  cannot  do 
while  we  acknowledge  that  the  means  by  which  we  acqnireil  it 
ought  to  be  prohibited."  Mr.  Atkixson's  logic  is  much  better 
than  his  morality.  There  is  certainly  no  i-scape  from  the  con- 
elusion  it  leads  to,  that  if  the  Foreign  Slave  Trade  is  wronir, 
Slaveholding  is  not  right.  The  title  acquired  by  purchase  is 
only  such  as  the  seller  has  to  give;  this  being  utterly  invalid,  its 
flaws  can  be  no  way  mended  by  any  number  c)f  transfers.  It  is, 
therefore,  strictly  true  that  laws  against  the  Slave  Trade  imply 
a  condemnation  of  Slavery.  And  so  they  were  doul)tless  un- 
derstood at  the  time  of  their  enaetment,  being  then  regarded 
as  preliminary  steps  to  the  abolition  of  the  Slave  system  itself. 
Of  course,  they  are  sadly  nut  of  keeping  with  that  new  policy 
which  looks  to  the  |)erpetuation  of  the  system. 

A  manifesto,  published  last  winter  by  the  "League  of  United 
Southeniei-s  of  the  City  and  County  of  Montgomery,"  (Ala.) 
calls  the  abolition  of  the  Foreign  Slave  Trade  a  concession  to  the 
aggressive  demands  of  Northern  fanaticism ;  and  insists  on  "  the 
necessity  of  sustaining  Slavery  not  only  where  its  existence  is 
put  directly  in  issue,  but  where  it  is  remotely  concerned."  In 
the  Senate  of  Arkansas,  on  the  19th  of  Xovember  last,  an  at- 
tempt to  instruct  the  Senators  in  Congress  frojii  that  State,  and 
to  request  the  Representatives,  to  use  their  influence  against 
the  reopening  of  the  African  Slave  Trade,  was  defeated  by  a  vote 
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of  20  to  2.  In  the  Lcpslnturc  of  Louisiana  a  bill  was  intro- 
duced in  the  lower  House,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Federal  Relations,  deolnrinj]:  that  "the  Federal  Government  has 
no  power  to  ])rohibit  the  hu^'inc;  of  negro  Slaves  by  citizens  of 
this  Stato,''  and  that  their  riixht  to  buy  such  projjerty  in  any 
market  has  never  been  alienated ;  and  authorizing  any  citizen, 
or  association  of  citizens,  of  Louisiana,  to  purchase  Slaves  in 
Africa,  Cuba,  and  Brazil,  and  bring  them  to  and  hold  them  in 
the  State,  subject  however  to  j>ayment  of  duties  on  importa- 
tion, like  "other  foreign  property."  The  bill  was  rejected,  but 
nearly  one-third  of  the  votes  were  in  its  favor.  A  letter  from 
a  resident  in  Texas,  ]iublished  a  feAV  weeks  ago  in  the  New 
^'ork    Exjircss^  says,    "I  wish  the   Slave  Trade  was  reOpened. 

*  *  *  *  *  It  is  the  very  thing  that  Texas  wants.  We  could 
use  li.alf  a  million  of  the  l>lnck  rascals  profitably  to  work  to- 
morrow. *****  ^4  ft^.-^\-  are  smuggled  in  occasionally. 
Si\'  hundred  have  been  landed  on  the  coast  witliin  the  last  few 
weeks  and  more  are  on  the  way."'  A  letter  dated  "St.  Augus- 
line,  (Fla.)  March  5th,  1850,''  attests  a  grooving  demand  for 
ehcaji  Slaves  in  Floi-ida,  Georgin.  and  the  Carolinas ;  alludes  to 
rumors  of  the  landing  of  cargoes  of  Slaves  on  the  Gulf  coast  of 
Florida,  and  of  more  coming;  sjieaks  of  several  vessels  "known 
to  be  engaged  in  the  business; "  and  adds,  that  "if  the  Slave 
Trade  is  not  in  reality  reopened  at  tliis  time,  the  indications  are 
that  it  soon  will  be."  J.  R.  Giddixgs,  writing  from  Washing- 
ton, states  that  "an  ex-member  of  Congress,  lately  returned 
from  a  tour  in  Georgia  and  Alabama,  says  that  the  masses  of 
the  people  in  those  States  are  determined  to  miport  Slaves,  and 
openly  defy  the  Federal  Government  to  enforce  the  laws  against 
tlie  Slave  Trade."  To  show  the  audacity  with  which  these  laws 
are  delied,  we  have  it  from  the  Savannah  Georgian^  that  last 
summer  the  Executive  Committee  of  an  Agricultural  Society  in 
(icorjia,  meeting  in  Savannah,  "unanimously  resolved  to  offer  a 
premium  of  §25  for  the  best  specimen  of  alive  African  imported 
into  the  United  States  within  the  last  twelve  months,  —  to  be 

•  ■vhiblted  at  tlie  next  meeting  of  the  Society."  And  in  the  En- 
t<  rpiix<  (Miss.)  Weekly  Ax-h"^>', of  A]»ril  14th,  William  S.  Price, 
S«ii..  and  seventeen  others,  in  a  notice,  dated  Ajiril  10th,  1859, 
•■oiiiounoe  "to  Shijjowners  and  Masters  of  our  Mercantile  Ma- 
'iiH',"  that  they  >' will  pay  three  hundred  dollars  per  head  for 
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OTIC  thon?;an(l  native  Africans,  liotwocn  the  niros  of  tourteon  and 
twenty  years,  (df  sexes  e(jual,)  likely,  soiiml,  and  lu-althy,  to  l)e 
deli\ered  within  twelve  ni()ntlis  from  this  date,  at  some  ]ioiut 
acces^ilfle  by  land,  between  Pensaeola,  P^la.,  and  Galveston,  Tex- 
as ;  the  e>iiitract(^rs  i^iviiicr  thirty  days' notice  as  to  time  and 
jilaee  of  delivery;''  —  or  they  "will  jiay  litty  <l<)llars  extra,  if  de- 
livereil  at  Enterprise,  Clark  County,  ^liss."'  To  prove  their 
trustworthiness,  they  refer  to  several  mi'reantile  houses  in  ^Mobile, 
Ala.  They  '■'protl-ss  to  be  la\v-abi<lin,Lr  citizens,"  but  believe  the 
act  unconstitutional  '■•  which  interdicts  the  Slave  Traih-,"  and  '•  es- 
teem it  a  duty  to  extend  the  privilet^e  of  Ifccomincr  semi-ei\il- 
ized,  by  the  American  institution  of  <lomestic  Slavery,  to  others 
of  Africa's  degradc-d  race.*' 

D.vMEi.  Lek,  eduor  ot'the  Sovthcrn  f>d(h'ator,nn(\  Professor 
of  Aiiricultural  Chemistry  in  the  University  of  Georu-ia,  Avritin^- 
to  the  Cxeori^ia  (.'onstifationalist^iw  February  last,  refers  to  "the 
fact  tliiit  the  South  has  now  nearly  sij'<n  hiiitdnd  tlioii-^and 
sqimre  utilt.-i  of  unimproveil  land,  and  mines  of  vast  extent  an<l 
inestimable  value,  \\  hit-h  re<[uire  human  labor  alone  to  render 
both  exceedinijly  productive  ;"  athrms  that  ■•  fully  to  meet  tlie 
?y?/y/'/v// I'dpiiri'ments  of  tin'  South  will  demand  the  labor  ot"  a 
million  of  men  in  the  next  twenty  years;"'  and,  ij)  view  of  these 
facts,  thinks  it  '"jirovidentiril  that  there  is  >o  much  unem])loyed 
}>ower  in  human  muscles  in  western  Africa,"  -which  "may  be 
had  at  from  tin  to  ritleen  (h)llars  as  its  exists  in  each  per>on.*' 
lie  wishes  the  South  "to  take  a  million  of  men  and  women  now 
worthli'->s  in  Ati-ica,  ami  make  their  labor  so  productive  as  to 
cause  the  now  unpi'oductive  Southern  mines  to  ]>ay  a  u'ooil 
iiiterc'^t  on  a  thousand  nullion  dollars,  and  the  muscles  of  these 
savacjes  to  pay  a  {;iir  interest  on  a  thousand  or  five  hundred  dol- 
lars each."  lie  estimates  that  their  work,  in  one  year,  "will  re- 
fund the  money  jiaid  tor  them  and  the  co<t  of  brin<xinir  them" 
over,  and  that  "  they  will  then  be  worth,  at  ti\ c  hundretl  dollars  a 
head,  five  humbvd  million  dollars  to  tin-  South,  as  an  endurinir, 
everliving,and  rei)roducint; industrial  power."  Moreover,  "under 
the  three-fifths  representation  in  Conujress,  they  will  give  the 
South  six  new  Representative^,"  and  will  create  such  a  demand 
for  farmers,  mechanics,  ]jrofessional  men,  etc.  by  their  lal)or  as 
miners,  as  to  bring  in  a  miUiou  immigrants  from  Euro})e  to 
the  South,  with  a  gain  of  " ten  more  Kepresentatives  in  Ccni- 
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gross."  He  argues  tliat  to  extend  its  imitrovcment-^  already  be- 
gun, "to  consolidate  its  .strength  and  hannonizo  nil  interests, 
the  Soutli  must  draw  equally  on  Europe  and  Africa  for  living 
men  and  women  ;"  that  to  admit  "all  immigrants  from  Europe" 
and  none  "fi-om  the  parent  land  of  the  negi-o,  is  to  discriminate 
against  the  lahor  of  the  latter  without  any  good  reason  ; "  and 
that  the  moral  right  "to  bring  negroes  from  the  valley  of  the 
Nigel '"  to  till  the  land,  is  the  same  as  to  bring  "Germans  from 
their  fatherland"  to  <lo  it.  Bringing  Africans  to  this  countiy 
as  Slaves,  he  calls  by  the  ])leasant  name  of  "aiding  these  feeble 
]ico])h' to  vindicate  their  [manhood ;"  and  snys  "tJjc  fulness  of 
time  has  arrived  when  it  is  ])racticable  to  im]»rove  at  once  men 
of  the  type  of  Washixgtox,  Hamilton,  Jefpekson,  Clinton, 
]Ma!:shall,  and  LiviN(iSToN,  and  the  mbst  degraded  savages, 
with  girat  advantage  to  the  world  at  large.  I  trace  the  grow- 
ing: demand  f  tr  negro  muscles,  bones,  and  brains,  to  the  good 
provi<]ciicr  of  (iod."  IIow  beautiful  is  piety,  esjiccially  in  learn- 
ed Professors  and  sagacious  Political  Economists  I  , 

Tlie  Xiiflii,ii(I  J^ra,  fivorably  situated  for  observing  the  direc- 
tion (»f  Soutliern  sentiment,  said,  about  the  middle  of  last  ]\Iarch, 
"there  can  bf  no  doubt  that  the  idea  of  reviving  l))e  African 
Slave  Trade  is  gaining  ground  in  the  South.  Some  two  months 
ago  we  could  quote  strong  articles  from  ultra  Southern  journals 
against  the  traffic;  l>ut  of  late  we  have  been  s<:>rry  to  f)l)s('rve  in 
the  same  journals  an  ominous  silence  upon  the  subject,  while  the 
advocates  of  'free  trade  in  negroes'  are  earnest  and  active." 
And,  we  may  add,  they  seem  to  be  largely  represented  in  Con- 
gress, judging  from  the  tone  of  the  debates  when,  several  times 
last  winter,  that  theme  Avas  touched. 

]\Iv.  DoAVDELL,  of  Alabama,  spoke  of  "the  reopening  of  the 
Sla\e  Trade,"  as  "a  matter  jiroperly  belonging  to  the  sovereign 
States  whose  industrial  jiolicy  is  to  be  affected  by  it;"  and 
•  Icclared  the  laws  "liiLddv  oflensive  in  detinimr"  that  trade  as 
"  J  piracy,"  and  in  attaching  the  death  ]>enalty  to  an  act  not  neces- 
sarily immoral.  Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Avas  "o]i)>osed  to  all 
these  laws  on  our  statute  book,  in  relation  to  the  Slave  Tratle." 
Mr.  Seavakd,  of  Georgia,  looked  uj)on  them  "as  mischievous, 
Avi-ong,  an<l  a  violation  of  the  Constitution,"  and  Avishcd  them 
rcj.caled,  ''and  the  matter  left  tol)e  settled  by  the  States."  Mr. 
Ualksuale,  of  Mississip]u,  "endorsed  the  speech"  of  Mr.  Sew- 
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ARD.     Mr.  Crawford,  of  Guoigia,  said  that  "  unle:>s  the  war 
upon  Slavery  is  stojjped,  rifteeii  years  will  witness  the  tratle  open 
tor   the  South  and  our  then  Mexican  possessions  reaching  to 
Guatemala  certainly,  and  probably  further  south."    ]Mr.  Miles,  of 
South  Carolina,  was  "with  all  his  mind  and  strength"  for  ''sweep- 
ing away  laws  whieh  stamp  the  people  of  his  section  as  pirates, 
and  put  a  stigma  on  their  institutions."    Mr.  Keitt,  of  South  Car- 
olina, "would  rejjeal  the  law  declaring  the  Slave  Trade  piracy, 
and  withdraw  our   Sl;ive  sipiadron  from  the  coast  of  Africa." 
Senator  Brow.v,  of  Mis^i»ippi,  "•  would  repeal  the  law  instantly, 
as  not  based  on  the  Constitution;"    and  both  he  and  Senator 
Masox,    of   Virginia,   contentled    that    humanity   required   the 
keeping  of  the  rescued  captives  of  the   Slaver  "Echo"  in  this 
country    as    Slaves.     Twenty-eight    Southern    Kcj)resentatives 
voted  against  an  appropriation  to  pay  the  cost  of  sending  back 
those  cai)tives  to  their  native  land,  and  forty-tive  (with  one  from 
Illinois,)  against  an  appropriation   tor  their  support  and  ctUica- 
tiou  during  one  }ear  alter  their  arrival  in  Africa.     While  the 
l>ill  containing  it  was  be'fjre  the  Connuittee  of  the  whole  House, 
^Ir.  Seward,  of  Georgia,  move«i,  on  the  "iOth   of  January,  an 
amendment,  repealing  all  laws  against  the   Slave  Trade,   and 
expressly   leaving   -  with    each    of    the    States   the    policy   of 
restricting"  that  trat^ic  ;  but  the  motion  was  decided  to  be  out 
of  order.     On  the  'I'-^A  of  December,  Mr.  Houston,  of  Alabama, 
refused  the   necessary  unanimous  consent  to  the  submission  by 
Mr.  Blair,  of  Missouri,  of  a  resolution  instructing  the  Judiciary 
Committee   "to   report  a  bill   more  effectually  to  prevent  the 
Slave  Trade  under  the  guise  of 'Coolie  Trade,' or  'xVpprentices,' 
or  'African  Labor  Importation  Companies,'  or  in  any  other  guise ; " 
]S[r.  (rARNETT  gave  a  like  refusal  to  Mr.  Kilgore,  of  Indiana, 
asking  leave  to  offer  a  resolution  calling  on  the  President  for 
any  "  infonnation  received  by  him  in  regard  to  a  recent  impor- 
tation of  Slaves  from  Africa  into  Georgia;"  and  Mr.  Saxdidge, 
of  Louisiana,  introiluced  a  resolution  (which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,)  to  abrogate  the  article  of  the 
Ashburton  Treaty,    rc(piiring  a  squadron    to  be   kept   on  the 
African  coast  for  the  suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade.     On  the 
31st  of  January,  Mr.  Kilgore  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules, 
that  he  might  oftVr  a  preand)le  and  resolutions,  which  refer  to 
recent  demands  for  a  revival  of  the  Foreign  Slave  Trade,  recent 
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flcnunciations  of  the  laws  jirohibiting  it,  and  recent  demonstra- 
tions of  a  |)urj»ose  to  defy  and  violate  tliem  ;  aftinn  the  power 
of  Congress  to  forbid  the  traffic  ;  declare  that  no  legislation  can 
be  too  thorough,  nor  any  penalty  in  modern  codes  too  severe 
against  it ;  that  the  laws  in  force  against  it  are  founded  on  the 
br(iade>t  I'rineiples  of  philanthropy  and  religion,  and  should  not 
be  changed,  unless  to  make  them  more  efficient  ;  that  they 
should  l>o  fiithfully  executed  by  the  Government,  and  respected 
by  all  good  citizens;  and  that  the  Executive  should  be  sustained 
and  commended  for  any  projter  effiirt  to  enforce  them,  ami  ]iun- 
ish  th(i>e  Avho  Aiolate  them.  The  motion  —  needing  two-thirds 
to  can-y  it  —  was  deleated  by  84  nays  to  llo  yeas.  Only  five 
yea>  wertfrom  the  Slave  States;  three  from  Maryland,  and  two 
from  North  Carolina  and  Kentucky.  Fifteen  nays  were  from 
thf  North. 

The  demonstrations  alluded  to,  of  an  intent  to  violate  and 
df  I'y  thi  laws  against  the  Slave  Trade,  might  well  demand  leg- 
islaliw'  notice,  whether  for  their  number,  or  for  the  unwonted 
bfildiie--;  ol"  some  of  tliem.  To  name  them  all  Avo\dd  make  the 
list  too  h.ing  for  our  s])ace.  Not  only  liave  American  ca])ital, 
and  ^kill.  and  enterjirise,  as  heretofore,  been  largely  invested  in 
canyiu'j  on  the  traffic  to  other  eountries,  but  in  one  instance, 
certainly,  the  human  cargo  has  been  brought  to  this;  and  the 
an-ival.  landing,  and  distribution  of  it  have  been  ]»araded  by  a 
portion  of  the  Southern  press,  in  ostentatious  contempt  of  the 
law  and  its  ministers. 

Ab.  .lit  the  tirst  of  December  last,  the  yacht  "Wanderer, 
(wh'.rlu  after  a  temporary  detention  in  New  York,  last  June,  on 
su-iiicion  of  being  destined  for  the  Slave  Tra<le,  was  released 
for  wat;t  of  proof  satisfactory  to  the  cautious  authorities,)  came 
in  f!i>!n  the  Afiican  coast,  and  landed  scA'eral  hundred  Slaves, 
mar  lirunswiek.  Georgia;  whence  they  Avere  s])eedily  distrib- 
ute! i;;  th;it  and  other  States.  The  Augusta  Chronich,  of  De- 
ceiidnT  10th,  (opposed  to  the  traffic,)  says  that  "about  270  of  the 
cargo  art  now  on  a  plantation  in  South  Carolina,  two  or  three 
miliv  K".,,-\v  this  city,  on  the  Savannah  river,  and  we  suppose 
will  >..s-.  Ih- offered  for  sale.  *****  The  success  of  this 
enttrpriv.  l.y  the  owners  of  the  Wanderer  establishes  the  fact 
that  it  ::.v'  Southern  jjeople  intend  to  su]i]«ress  this  traffic  they 
niu-t   ix'.y  upon    themselves.     The    coast   of  the   Slaveholding 
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Strifes  is  SO  extensive  that  the  entire  navy  of  the  Unite*!  States 
cannot  maintain  the  hnv  inviolable."  The  Aui;iista  De.-^pnfr/t 
says,  "  ue  learn  on  srood  authority,  that  the  earijfo  eonsiste<l  of 
•420.  *****  Citizens  of  our  city  are  probably  interested 
in  the  enteii)rise.  It  is  liinted  that  this  is  tlie  third  cargo  landed 
by  the  same  company,  during  the  last  six  months.  ***** 
One  of  our  citizens  has  bought  from  the  lot,  a  stout  bov,  about 
fourteen  years  old,  for  §250."  To  show  '"what  practical  good 
can  result  from  the  agitation  of  the  revival  of  the  Slave  Tra<le, 
■\ve  point  to  this  cargo  of  stur<ly  laborers,  delivered  'irom  the 
darkness  and  barbarisn^  of  Africa,  to  be  elevated  and  Christian- 
ized on  our  soil ; "  and  '•  to  the  price  })aiil  for  this  son  of  the 
jungles,  compared  with  the  exorbitant  prices  paid  for  less  valu- 
able negroes  here;  and  we  claim  that  these  results  are  the 
beginning  of  the  blessings  to  How  in  upon  the  South"  from  that 
agitation.  "This  traile  may  be  called  piracy,  by  a  false  con- 
struction of  a  foolisli  law,  but  the  day  will  come  when  the  South 
will  make  it  the  right  arm  of  her  legitimate  commerce."  A 
writer  in  the  Edgetield  (S.  C.)  Adrertisermn'kQ?,  "an  authorized 
announcement  that  the  Slaves  brought  by  the  Wanderer  have 
been  landed  in  Edgetield  District,  and  most  of  tlieni  are  now 
witliin  its  confines.  This  act  has  bcin  ilone  l)v  a  crimbination  of 
many  of  the  first  families  in  Georgia  and  South  Carolina,  from 
purely  patriotic  motives."  A  correspondent  of  the  Xew  York 
Times,  writes  from  Montgomery,  (Ala.)  on  December  "iith,  that 
he  has  "just  seen  the  negroes  brought  trom  Africa  bv  Capt. 
CoKRLE,"  of  the  Wanderer.  "They  ai-e  real  Coni^'o  negroes. 
They  came  here  from  Macon,  (ta.  *****  So  tar  as  a 
successful  landing  of  a  cargo  of  native  Africans  on  our  Southern 
coast  can  eftect  that  result,  the  African  Slave  Trade  has  actually 
been  re/ipened."  The  Atlanta  (Ga.)  Intrlligt^nctr  states  that 
"forty  negi'oes  said  to  be  direct  from  Africa,"  and  believed  to 
be  part  of  the  Wanderer's  cargo,  passed  through  Atlanta  by 
railroad,  going  West,  on  the  23d  of  December.  A  little  later, 
a  des]>afch  from  Savannah  says  that  "scores  have  been  trans- 
ported bv  railroads  and  steamers  throuirhout  the  South."  The 
Vicksburg  (Miss.)  /V"m  speaks  of  two  of  them  as  "smuggled 
into  Mississippi,"  anil  living  "on  a  plantation  bordering  on  the 
Mississippi  Central  Railroad,  between  Canton  and  Durant." 
Other  papers,  in  diUlrent  parts  of  tlie  South,  mention  parties  of 
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them  as  having  been  in  their  respeetive  neiffliborhoods.     "With 
nil  tliis  puhlieity  as  to  where  they  were,  we  liear  t>l"  no  earnest 
eftbrt  of  the  Government  to  get  possession  of  the  eaptives,  and 
restore  tlicm  to  freedom  and  home.     One  of  tliem  Avas  "arrest- 
ed" on  the  coast,  a  few  days  after  the  landing,  but  was  soon 
after  "abducted"  at  night  from  the  ]>lace  Avhere  he  had  l»een 
])ut  for  safe  kee])ing ;  no  pains  having  been  taken  to  guard  him 
securely,  thougli  tlie  Marslial  had  been  warned  of  a  probable 
attempt   at   abduction.     Two  others  were  taken  in  Macon,  and 
sent   to  Savannah,  where  they  were  kej)t  several  Aveeks  in  jail, 
and  then  given  uji  by  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  to  C.  A.  L.  Lamar, 
(the  o]»enly  avowed  owner  of  tlie  Wanderei',)  who  claimed  them 
as  liis  j)ro]ierty,  su])iiorting  liis  claim  by  ])roof  tliat  they  had  been 
seen  in  liis  ])osses^ioll.     This,  it  seems,  is,  by  (-ieorgia  law,  jire- 
sunl]>ti^e  jndof  of  <rood  title  to  black  men.     The  I'nited  Stati'S 
Attonuy  and  the  ^Marshal  ha<l  notice  ot'  the  ]ir(teee(bngs  but 
<lecliiied  to  interfere,  the  latter  ex]ii-es^ly  <lisclahning  any  riglit 
to  detain  the  Africans.     -\  Dej'Uty  ^Marshal,  in  Telfaii-  County, 
arrested  thirty-six  on  their  way  to  Alabania  in  charge  of  one  ov 
two    men,  ])Ut  them  in  the    county  jail,  and  rejiorted    to  the 
]Maislial,  at  Savamiah,  M'hat  he  ha<l  done.     The  Mai'shal  rejilied 
that    he  "had    telegra])hed    and  written   to  the  au.thorities  at 
Washington,  aiid  liad  received  no  answer  ri'>))ecting  tlie  Africans 
kn(jwn  to  l>e  in  the  country,  and  iiis  r.dvice  was  to  turn  them 
loose  and  let  them  go  on  their  way."     The  De)>uty  did  so;  the 
]iei-sons  li'om  whom  they  had  been  taken,  resumed  the  charge  of 
them,  and  ]»ursued  their  journey.     A  few  weeks  after  this,  some 
jieiNons  from  Worth   County,  who  had  assisted  in  the  arrest, 
ha\iiig  visited  Savannah,  Lamar  made  oath,  before  a  Justice  of 
tlie  Peace,  that  they  had  stolen  from  him  certain  negroes  of  the 
value  of  at    least    ij^liOdU;  whereiijton  they  Avere   arrested    and 
bound  over  for  trial  at  the  October  Term  of  the  "Worth  Supe- 
rior Court,  on  a  charge  of  larceny. 

We  do  not  hear  of  even  an  attem])t  to  secure  any  of  the 
remaining  hundreds  of  the  imjtorted  Africans,  and  the  whole 
cargo  seems  noAV  to  have  sunk  into  the  mass  of  the  Slave 
pojiulation  and  disappeared. 

On  the  tir>t  pubUc  knoAvledge  of  the  Wanderer's  arrival,  three 
of  her  crew  Avere  .arrested,  and,  after  examination,  bound  over  to 
ansAver  at  the  next  term  of  the  fnited  States  District  Court,  in 
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Savannah.  Six  weeks  later,  tho  captain  suiTendered  liimself'to 
the  United  States  ^Marshal,  in  Charleston,  S.  C,  and  was  hold  to 
bail  in  >>500U.  Indictments  were  found  against  him  in  Savan- 
nah, but  warrants  for  liis  arrest  were  refused  by  the  Judge  of 
the  South  Carolina,  Distnct,  on  the  ground  that,  liaving  bi'cn 
bound  over  to  appear  in  that  District,  it  was  there  he  ought  i<> 
be  indicted.  As  yet  we  have  heard  of  no  further  proceedings 
in  these  cases. 

The  vessel  was  condemned  as  a  Slaver,  ami  sold  at  auotii>n, 
on  the  12th  of  ^larcli,  but  to  Lamar  himself,  and,  it  is  s.iid, 
for  less  than  a  quarter  of  its  value.  He  claimed  it  as  hi--  pro- 
perty, unjustly  taken  from  liim ;  and  appealed  to  the  cmwd 
not  to  bid  against  him.  Very  few  di<l  so;  only  one,  it  scenH, 
to  any  considerable  amount ;  and  him  ho  knocked  down,  lunid 
general  applause.  It  is  affinned  that  "the  Marshal  seemed  to 
favor  Lamar,  not  dwelling  an  instant"  after  his  last  bid.  Thus, 
instead  of  promptly  taking  measures  to  hold  him  to  account  i'nv 
the  piracy  in  which  his  own  repeated  public  avowals  prove  him 
to  have  been  the  real  principal,  the  (Tovernment  restored  to  hiin, 
with  a  legal  title,  and  at  a  price  little  more  than  nciiiiinal,  tli<- 
forfeited  instrument  of  its  jicrpetration ;  very  probably  to  Ix- 
used  in  repeating  the  crime.  He  has  since,  however,  been  in- 
dicted, for  aiding  and  abetting  in  the  Slave  Trade,  and  for  having 
in  his  possession,  and  for  claiming,  Africans  recently  imported  : 
but,  as  a  Savannah  jury  will  try  him,  he  is  in  little  danger  of 
conviction. 

Two  parties  of  the  newly  imported  Africans  having  been 
brought  to  M(jbile,  Judge  Camprei.i.,  of  the  United  States  Circuit 
Court  for  the  Southern  District  of  Alabama,  took  occasion  from 
that  fact,  in  charging  the  Grand  Jury,  at  Mobile,  on  the  I'ltii 
of  April,  to  expound  verj'  distinctly  the  law  concerning  th" 
Slave  Trade;  denouncing  in  emphatic  terms  the  "piratic-d 
efforts  lately  made  to  make  Slaves  of  Africans,  in  iles}>ite  of 
the  treaties  and  laics  of  the  L'nited  States  ;  "  and  '*  invoking  th" 
active  and  diligent  efforts  of  the  Grand  Jury  to  bring  th' 
malefactors  to  justice."  We  do  not  yet  hear  of  any  remarkabi  f 
"diligent  efforts"  to  that  end.  But  the  news  may  not  have  hi'' 
time  to  reach  us. 

The  Washington    Union,  commenting  on  this    case    of   tf.^- 
Wanderer,  talks  of  "  the  moral  tuqjitude  of  the  crime,"  calls  >f- 
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"  :in  act  ol"  piracy  as  sordid  and  wanton  as  ever  di-irraceil  tlic 
times  of  tlie  buccaneers;''  l)ut  says  ''•">'"  :i  mere  question  ot'p/ti- 
la/it/iroj))/  to  the  nctp-o^  the  jiersons  who  have  recently  brought 
a  carsj;<)  of  Africans  from  Guinea,  an<l  hnided  tlieiu  iu  Gfortria, 
may  have  <bn!e  a  be n> .fie 'ml  (rnr/r."'  v\ssumin'j;  that  the  facts 
sliow  it  to  liavc  l)ecn"in  accorihuice  with  jml^lie  o])ini<.)n ''  in 
Georiri;i,  it  >a\>,  ''the  P^eilei-al  trilnuiaN  stand  a  jioor  cliancc  of 
lione-tly  executinir  the  law>.  in  ;i  ci  immunity  Avlio  )iot  only  wink 
at  tile  crime  eommitte<l,  but  aid  the  crimiinil  iu  renih-rin^"  it. 
'•  ]>l-oiitablc  and  safe.  *****  It'  the  ]>eo)i]e  df  (;c,)!-<.'i:: 
ai"e  deterniim-'l  to  im]>ort  Slaves  ami  make  Sla\<-.  ihi-  yetl.v-d 
auti)oi-ilies  will  be  conh'ned,  in  their  efforts  to  sujipre^-  ilie  traflic, 
wholly  to  tlie  liiuh  seas,  Avhere  their  Jurisdiction  i-  coni].!ete."' 
Whetlier  thi^  is  nieant  as  a  semi-otTiei;il  liint  fi'fiii  tli(.-  (T0\eru- 
ment  to  the  ]iatriotic  re<')])eiier^  nf  the  Sla\  i'  I'radr.  that  hereal- 
ter  if  tlu'v  are  onlv  dexterou-^  or  lucky  enough  to  e\aile  capture 
at  sea,  and  land  tlieii-  ca)-Lr<ie^.  it<  ofiicer^  will  not  ]<><>]■  -t  th'  in, 
we  leave  jor  tlii'^e  t<i  say  who  bt'tter  uuiier-i  ,.,,■';  the  rela- 
tions of  the  (itivernmeiit  t<>  the    (  nicit. 

There  is  !\ason  to  a]>prehend  that  the  ^^'aIa^  !i  :"-  car^o  is 
not  the  oidv  one  of  the  kind,  l)r<iU'^lit  into  the  Sor.;!i  \\ithiu  the 
year,  liinnors  of  >ucli  im]>ortations,  at  ditieii  fji  time^  and 
places,,  have  been  current  ;  not  alwa}.^  without  nw  air  of  vnouLT 
probability.  Early  in  March,  tlu'  Itark  H  A.  iJaw  iiu-,  sai'l  to 
l)elon;^  to  the  owner  ot"  the  Waiulerer,  was  >eized  in  tiie  \V\\  of 
St.  Joseph,  an  untieijuented  jilace  <in  the  coa>t  of  I-'lorida.  tuider 
circumstant-es  which  left  scarce  a  doubt  that  >he  had  either  ii.^t 
dischai'i;-ed  a  carj^o  of  JShtves,  or  A\a>  jireparinLT  lov:,ii  throne. 
A  Floi-id;i  ])a]ier  says,  "slie  Ava^  liiehei-  \\\\  in  St.  Joseph  Ijav 
than  any  sfpiaie-riLTLTed  ves>el  e\er  was  before,  an  !  it'  A,f  had 
blaves  alioard,  had  had  time  ami  fipjiortnnity  to  i-un  tlcni  cieai-  of 
all  ]iryimr  ])etson>."'  .\nother  ve>-el  wa>  re]>oited.  a  hit].-  later,  to 
be  landinix  Slaves  near  ^Mobile.  A  letter  frojii  .Jacksonville. 
(Fla.)  about  the  middle  of  p\'l»ruary,  states  that  a  bark  lett  that 
])hice  for  Africa  a  few  weeks  before,  to  take  in  a  ctl'o  of  ."^lave-^ 
fur  Florida  and  Georuia. 

Of  American  vessels  enL::au'eil  in  the  trathc  bctU'-en  At!i<  a 
and  Cidta,  the  number  is  indetinitely  lai-ixe.  (Jne  of  The-( .  the 
Ilaidee,  of  New  York,  attei-  landiuLT  her  earL'o  of  a'lout  itoii 
Skives,  at    Caidenas,  sailed    northward    in   chart."-   <'i  the   iii>t 
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inute,  who  scuttliHl  and   sTink  lier  off  Block  Island,  about  the 
middle  of  September;  he  and  his  crew  going  as^hore  in  the  boats, 
some  to  Long  Island  and  some  to  Connect ictit.     The  mate  and 
part  of  the  crew  were  shortly  after  arrested  by  the   United 
States  ^Marshal  for  New  York,  and  hedged  in  jail  to  await  exami- 
nation.    On  the  ilst  of  August,  the  brig  Echo,  of  New  Orleans, 
with  814  Slaves  on  boanl,  Avas  cajUured  by  the  United  States 
brig  Dolphin,   on   the  northern   coast   of  Cuba,   and  sent  into 
Charleston,  where  her  arrival  on  the  evening  of  the  27th  created 
intense  excitement.       Such  an  event  was  never  known  before. 
In  all  the  fifty  years  since  the  Foreign  Slave  Trade  was  prohib- 
ited by  the  nation's  law,  in  the  nearly  forty  years  since  it  was 
branded  as  piracy,  notorious  as  it  has  long  been  that  American 
vessels  were  largely  engaged   in  it,  ;ind  zealous  as  the  Govern- 
ment has  claimed  to  be  for  its  suppression,  this,  we  believe,  is 
the  only  case  in  which  a  Slaver  with  Slaves  on  board,  has  been 
taken  by  an  American  cruiser,  or  sent  as  a  prize  into  an  Ameri- 
can ]iort.      Not  Charleston   only,  but,  as  the  news  spread,  the 
whole  South,  seemed  full  of  the  new  theme.     The  question  was 
at  once  started  and  warmly  (liscusse<l,  "what  shall  be  done  with 
these  negroes  ?  "     True,  the  law  had  already  provided  its  answer 
to  the  question,  by  requiring  that  all  Slaves  thus  captured  should 
be  sent  out  of  the  country ;  but  this  was  by  no  means  conclu- 
sive with  the  questioners.     "Why  should  we  send  them  back?  " 
aske<l  a  correspondent  of  the  Charleston  Courier,  the  morning 
after  their  arrival.      "  They  are  wanted  everywhere  ;  our  j)lant- 
ers,  our  mechanics,  our  railroads  want  them ;  our  waste  lands 
are  in  want  of  them.     There  is  no  reason  why  we  should  send 
them  back,  but  that  it  is  agi*eeable  to  another  section  of  the 
Union  to  look  with  disgiist  on  our  institutions.     ***** 
When  these  negi'oes  shall  be  taken  from  the  port  of  Charleston, 
(except  it  be  to  take  them  elsewhere  in   a  Slave  State,)  it  will 
be  a  brand  upon  our  institutions  that  should  fire  the  heart  of 
every  man  who  loves  his  country."     A  writer  in  the  Charleston 
Afrctcnj  "  sliuddei-s  at  the  thought  of  their  t-e-shi{)ment  to  Africa, 
with  all  the  atten<lant  horrors  of  the   middle  passage,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  enonnous  expense  necessary  to  carry  out  so  hor- 
rible a  scheme."     The  Richmond  Enquirer,  also,  argues  stoutly 
for  keeping  and  enslaving  them.      '*  To  return  them  to  Africa," 
it  says,  "  is  of  very  doubtful  humanity  to  the  negroes.      To  lib- 
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eratc  tlicm  in  South  Carolina,  and  make  free  ncp'O  harbarianp, 
is  certainly  out  of  the  question.  But  one  other  solution  remains, 
and  that  is  to  select  masters  for  them,  and  make  useful  laborers 
of  the  now  ignorant  barbarians.  "What  better  co\\]i]  \k'  done 
for  them,  noir  tliat  tfi>i/  arc  here/  We  would  not  for  one 
moment  countenance  the  o]>ening  of  the  African  Slave  Trade. 
But  an  ex]>eriinent  may  be  made  out  of  the  'Echo'  cariro,  that 
will  be  of  great  service  in  solving  the  jtractical  usefulness  of 
African  missions.  *****  l^^t  ujiright  and  high-minded 
men  be  selected  for  their  masters,  and  by  their  reports  let  mis- 
sions to  .Vfrica  be  fully  tested." 

So  eager  were  the  good  j)eo]ile  of  Charleston  to  realize  this 
brilliant  ami  benevolent  idea  of  turnini::  the  poor  "barbarians" 
into  chattels  an<l  working  tools,  in  order  to  civilize  and  Christ- 
ianize them,  and  at  the  same  time  supplv  so  many  and  diverse 
'•  wants'"  of  the  South,  that  they  could  not  even  Avait  for  Sunday 
to  'jfo  by,  before  commencing  tlie  praisrworthv  task.     The  vessel 
had   come  in  on   Friday  evening.     Salurdav,  of  course,   could 
onlv  give  the  kind  souls  time   to  gather  uji  their  Avits,  and  think 
what  should  be  done.     So  bv  Sundav  niorninLT  they  were  readv 
to  act ;  the  urgency  of  the  case,  and  thi'  merit  of  the  deed,  no 
doubt    disjielling  any    scruj.los  about    Sabbath-breaking  which 
might     disturl)   the    conseiences    of    s»i    godly    a    community. 
Accordingly,  that  morning,  several  }>hilanthropic  patriots  called 
u]>on  the  Sherift*  of  the  District  of  Charleston,  and  with  due 
legal  formality  set  forth  that  a  large  numbtn-  of  free  persons  of 
color  had  l)een  brought  within   his   bailiwick,  contrary  to  the 
South  Carolina  Statutes.      Thereu}»on,  the  SheriiF  sought  legal 
advice,  botli  of  his  own  solioitor,  auvl  \y^  the  acting  Attorney 
Genei-al  of  the  State,      The  former  told  him  he  was  bound  to 
take  the  negroes  into  custody.     Tlio  latter,  m  an  elaborate  writ- 
ten o]>inion.  hehl  that  the  ca>t.-  did  no;  come  within  the  scoj)e  of 
the  State   law,  and  that  the    negrvn  v.  InnuiX  lodged   in    Castle 
Pinckney,  a  fort   of  the    Unitvd    St;no>s   were   not  within  the 
State's  jurisdiction.     The  Sheritf,  as  oxhor  men  have  done  when 
their  ct)unsellors  differed,  acii-d  on  the  advice  which  suited  his 
own  feelinsr-^,  and  forthwith  st-nt  to  tlio  United   States  Marshal 
a  co]»y  of  his  solicitor's  opinion,  and  a  vlomanvl   for  the  negroes. 
Tlie  Mar>hal   turned  over  U.^Ui   to   the   United  States  District 
Attorney,  who  answered  the  former  ■*  ith  a  coj)y  of  the  acting 
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-VttorneyCieucnirs  Opinion,  :\u<\  tiic  hitter  witli  archisal.  C'.i^tlc 
PinckiR'V  beinsj^  too  near  the  ('harle>t(in  wliarves  tWr  entire 
security  it'the  Sheriti' should  attempt  to  entoree  his  (k'lnanil,  tlie 
negroes  were  removed  to  Fort  Sumpter,  several  miles  d(^\vn  tl'.- 
hai'bor,  where  tliey  remained  till  arransfenients  M'ere  computed 
for  sendinix  them  to  i^il>eria,  by  the  .Steani>hip  Xiairara.  About 
the  middle  of  September  the  President  ctmelmled  a  eontract 
Avith  the  American  Colonization  Society,  by  which  the  latter 
agreed  to  support  an  I  instruct  them  one  year  lor  >;l"><>  eacii. 
On  tlie  l!lst  they  let't  Fort  Sumpter,  and  were  land(>(l  at  3b m- 
I'ovia  oti  the  .'Jnth  ot'  October,  whence  they  have  since  l)eeii 
ilistributed  ahmi;  tlu'  coast,  and  ])laced  under  teachers  I'or  mora' 
and  intellectual  training-.  Of  the  45;')  with  whom  tlie  Echo  h-t't 
the  African  coa'^t  early  in  July,  but  a  little  more  than  -0>) 
returned  to  it  in  October.  On  the  way  to  Cuba  141  died,  and 
abiiut  ItM)  on  the  -Vmerican  coast,  at  Charleston,  and  on  tlie 
return  vovaue. 

The  crew  i>t"  tlie  Slaver  were  sent  to  Charleston  and  impii" 
oTied  there,  to  tiwait  i-vamination.  The  Captain  —  Townxii'l 
—  was  taken  on  board  the  Dolphin  to  lioston,  and  exaanim  d 
there,  but  was  sent  to  Key  West  for  trial,  on  the  jj^round  that 
the  Dolphin  had  touchcil  there,  on  her  way  northward,  and  that 
crimes  cotamitted  nn  the  liiLi'li  ^eas  must  be  tried  in  the  J):-tiier 
into  which  the  nHender  is  first  brought.  We  do  not  learn  I  hat  he 
has  yet  bi'cn  ti-ii'l.  The  laew  were  examined  on  the  l-ith"! 
September,  and  ••ommitted  tbi-  trial  at  Columbia,  in  N(»\en!bur. 
When  the  time  for  trial  came,  the  (iraml  Jury  refused  to  iiitli'-r 
them,  and  tlu-ir  counsel  labored  earnestly  to  have  tiu'in  <ii^- 
churiLred ;  but  the  Court  renianded  them  to  jail  to  aw  lii  tlu' 
action  of  another  (irand  Jurv,  at  the  April  Term,  to  be  held  in 
Charloton.  <  )u  the  7th  <>t"  April  a  true  bill  was  found  auain-t 
them,  but  tlu-  trial  en<led  in  their  prompt  acquittal.  Their 
counsel  arL!,"ue<i  that  the  Jury  had  a  ri<i'ht  to  judge  of  the  law, 
;m<l  that  the  act  under  which  they  were  indicted  is  unconstitu- 
tional; that  the  term  -piracy,''  as  used  in  the  Constituti<jn, 
a))plies  only  to  robI>ery  on  the  hiLch  seas,  and  so  gives  Cong''<^'^^ 
no  power  to  declare  Slave  Trading  to  be  piiacy.  Probably  on 
this  grouiKl  the  Jury  acquitted. 

The  capture  of  the  Echo,  and  the  judicial  proceedings  to 
wliich  it  led,  brouixht  the  subject  of  the  Slave  Trade  before  th«' 


THK   FOREIGN    SLAVE    TRADE.  53 

South  Carolina  Senate,  which  was  in  session  while  the  crew 
were  awaitiniij  trial.  Senator  Mazyck  introduced  resolutions  to 
the  effect  that  the  Federal  Constitution  gives  Conj^ress  no  power 
to  reu^ulate  commerce  amon![!;  Foreign  nations,  "therefore  all 
acts  ]iur])orting  to  prohibit  the  Slave  Trade  between  Foreign 
countries,  are  unconstitutional  and  have  no  force;"  and  that 
'•  the  act  of  Congress  declaring  the  Slave  Trade  to  be  piracy,  as 
it  ]inriiarts  to  convert  into  piracy  what  is  not  so  in  the  nature 
of  tilings.  an<l  in  the  sense  of  the  Constitution,  is  nnconstitu- 
tioiial.  null.  aii<l  void."  In  a  speech  supporting  the  resolutions, 
he  said  —  and  truly,  we  think  —  "if  Congress  had  the  ]iower  to 
make  the  Slave  Trade  Ijctween  Africa  and  Cuba  ]>iracy,  it  would 
liave  the  same  power  to  make  the  same  trade  ]>iracy  Avhen  car- 
ried on  between  Louisiana  and  Virginia,  by  Avay  of  the  sea." 
Hi'  went  fai'tlier,  and  showci]  the  SlavehoMer's  confusion  ofbroad 
moral  di^till('tioIl'-,  by  contending  that  "  the  exercise  of  this 
]>o\ver  imjilies  tlic  riu'ht  to  declare  the  trade  in  cotton  over  the 
hit:h  seas  an  act  oi'  ]Mrac\,"  or  to  convert  any  act  dc)ne  on  the 
hi<j;li  sea-^.  into  that  ciinie.  For  "we  liave  a  right"  he  said,  "to 
(■oU'^iiler  the  Slave  Trade  as  imiocent  and  legitimati'  as  any 
other  ti-ade.*"'  The  resolutions  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Federal  Kelatioiis.  Wiiat  action,  if  any,  has  since  been  taken 
mion  tiiein.  we  liave  not  seen. 

On  the  loth  of  Xo\  I'niber,  the  brig  Brothers,  of  Charleston, 
S.  ('..  was  broutrlit  into  tlial  ]ioi-t  by  the  sloop  of  war  Marion, 
having  been  sei/.ed  on  the  .\fi-iean  co.ast,  as  a  sus)>ected  Slaver; 
whereat  the  Charleston  Jfcrcio-i/  was  highly  indignant,  declaring 
"the  seizure  of  a  vessel  on  suspicion  "  to  be  "a  new  feature  in- 
tro(luced  into  our  criminal  code,  to  sup]>ress  the  African  Slave 
Traile:"  and  asking  enijihatieally,  "  is  there  any  Slavery  eqiial 
to  this,  in  the  whole  range  of  criminal  jurisprudence';:'  Such 
an  atrocious  novelty  in  law,"  it  continues,  "may  win  the  apjiro- 
bation  of  Boston  fanatics,  ]»ut  no  Jury  in  South  Carolina,  we  are 
satisfied,  will  ever  enforce  it."  The  Philailelphia  SoutJitrn 
Monitor^  of  Se])tember  11th,  alludes  to  "  the  James  Buchanan,  a 
Slaver  fitted  out  in  the  Delawaie  Kiver,  in  sight  of  our  dMell- 
ing,"  and  adds,  it  "has  nnule  lour  successful  voyages  since  ISoG, 
ami  cleared  S400.000."  A  correspondent  of  the  Boston  Jow'iial, 
last  summei',  s])eaks  of  "having  been  for  some  time  u]»  the 
Congo  Kiver,"  which,  "  you  are  aware,  is  the  jirincipal  rendez- 
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vous  tor  Slaves  ;''  so  that  lie  had  '"a  very  ijood  opportunity  of 
•-eeini;  into  the  mysteries  of  the  Slave  Trade."  He  says  "it  is 
a  well-known  fact  that  most  of  the  Slave  ships  which  visit  the 
river  are  sent  from  Xew  York  and  Xew  Orleans."'  Testimony 
like  this  is  abundant.  And  th()UL!;h  now  and  then,  as  we  lia\o 
s<^n,  a  Slaver  is  taken  by  an  .Vmerican  cruiser,  yet  these  apjtear 
to  be  the  rare  exceptions  to  a  very  general  rule.  Indeed,  it  would 
almost  seem  that  the  dim  of  the  Federal  (iovernment  and  its 
acr^nts  is  to  defeat  the  intent,  while  complying  with  the  letter, 
of  the  treaty  requirini;  a  s(jua<lr(in  to  be  kept  on  the  coast  of 
Africa,  to  suj){)ress  the  Slave  Trade.  For,  instead  of  several 
li_'ht  vessels  of  two  or  three  guns  each  —  which  would  suit  the 
serxice  —  a  frigate  is  sent,  carrying  two-thirds  or  more  of  all  the 
crnns  required,  and  drawing  too  much  water  to  follow  the  Slavers 
into  their  hiding-])laces.  .Vud  a  letter  from  on  board  this  frig- 
ate, published  last  winter,  in  the  Xew  York  ILvald^  shows  that 
out  of  tit\een  months,  which  it  had  nominally  passed  on  tiie 
coast,  at  the  letter's  ilate,  only  twenty-two  days  wi-re  spent  on 
the  u>;ual  cruising  ground  for  Slavers,  and  thirteen  of  these  <lays 
at  anchor.  Eleven  months  of  the  tifteen  were  while<I  away  at 
Madeini  and  the  Cape  Venls,  more  than  three  hundred  miles 
frvjm  the  coast,  and  nearly  three  thousand  from  that  part  of  it 
which  the  Slavers  most  frequent. 

The  earnest  purpose  of  (ireat  Britain  to  break  up  the  hateful 
tritiic,  the  great  extent  to  which  the  American  tlag  is  used  in 
o«:>verini;  it,  and  the  shameful  slackness  of  the  American  (iov- 
emment  in  its  duty  of  preventing  such  a  ilisgrace  to  its  flag, 
ppxlucetl  a  state  of  things  last  s])ring,  which,  for  a  time,  ap- 
}H.\'ired  almost  to  threaten  war.  A  little  more  than  a  year  ago, 
'-in  com]>liance  with  the  wish  of  the  American  Government," 
(as  Lord  Palmerstox  has  since  stated  in  Parliament,)  a  British 
.«quadron  was  stationed  on  the  coast  of  Cuba,  to  watch  and  inter- 
cept the  Slave  ships  as  they  came  in.  Knowing  how  generally 
these  ships  displayed  the  stars  and  stripes  as  a  protection ;  l>e- 
heving  it  wavS  otlen  done  by  vessels  not  American ;  and  seeing 
that  the  artitice,  if  allowed  success,  would  baffle  all  their  etlbrts; 
the  Briti>h  cruisers  claimed,  and  sometimes  exercised  the  right 
of  visaing  suspected  vessels,  to  ascertain  their  character; 
whether  they  were  really  American,  or  were  false  pirates,  prac- 
ticing a  fraud  alike  upon  the  country  whose  flag  they  abused, 
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fiTi'!  upon  that  whose  justiqe  they  sought  to  evade.     From  the 
l;itt<'i-  i.art  of  April  to  the  middle  or  latter  part  of  May,  nearly 
forly  vessels,  it  is  said,  were  visited.     Of  course,  a  howl  of  indig- 
jiMtion  at  these  ''British  Outrages"  was  raised  by  Cuban  Slave 
Tr-'»ders,  and  echoed  by  American    Slaveholders  and  political 
demagogues;  gross  exaggerations  and  perversions  of  the  facts 
■\v(r<'  circulated  ;  the  British  officers  were  charged  with  insolence 
jii)/|  fiidencss,  and  even  brutal  violence,  and  in  one  instance,  at 
Ic-i-t.  with  having  fired  into  an  American  vessel  and  killed  a  man ; 
iiiid  IK)  jiains  Avere  spared  to  excite  a  hostile  feeling  toward  Great 
Britain.     That  she  intei^ded  insult  and  aggression  Avas  in  effect 
;i---umcd  l»y  the  tenter  of  the  comments  on  the  acts  com])lained 
of.     (irave  Senators  forgot  their  dignity,  and  talked  like  blus- 
1i  liiiL'  bullies.     The  President  made  haste  to  send  to  the  Cuban 
<(i:t-t  every  armed  shiji  available  for  the  ])urj)ose,  with  orders  to 
j(-i-t  all  attemi.ts  of  British  cruisers  to  search,  visit,  or  detain 
Am<  rican   vessi-l<.     He    also  demanded   exjjlanations   both    of 
(ir<  at  Britain  and  Spain. 

On  the  14th  ot'  May,  the  Senate  unanimously  adojited  a  reso- 
liiti'.n,  asking  tlie  President  for  information  concerning  the  acts 
f.f  th<'   British   oniisers,  and  what   measures,  if  any,  had  been 
taken  in  relation  thereto.    On  the  19th,  the  President  sent  docu- 
nicnl-  in  rejtly.     On  the  18th,  the  Senate  unanimously  adopted 
a  resolution  ot^l-n..!  by  Mr.  Seward,  instructing  the  Committee 
on  l-'oreign  Relations. to  inquire  whether  any  legislation  is  neces- 
sary to  enable  the  President  to  protect  American  vessels  against 
Bi it 'sli  aggression.     Mr.  Masox, fi'om  that  Committee,  reported 
on   ilie  li^th,  that  no  less  than  twenty-one  cases  of  aggression 
had  been  officially  made  known,  and  accounts  of  fresh  instances 
were   continually  arriving;  argued  brietiy  against   tlie  right   of 
\  imitation.  aj>pe:iliEg  to  both  American  and  English  authorities; 
said  "the  Committee  refrain  from  recommending  farther  legisla- 
tion, only  because  the  President  has  ordered  all  our  available 
iia\  y  to  the  infest ei  waters  to  protect  our  flag;"  and  closed,  by 
announcing  that  the  Committee  had  unanimously  resolved,  that 
.\nieriean   ships  at  i-ea,  under  the  American  flag,  remain  under 
the  juri^dictioti  of  this  country,  and  any  visitation  of  them  is  an 
infraction  ot"  the-  s-^vereignty  of  the  United  States;  that  these 
a'_'.:rc>.-ion-.  ilomini  such  an  explanation  from  Great  Britain  as 
shall  pre\  v.  Ill  :b-,ir  recurrence ;  and  that  the  Committee  approve 
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the  action  of  the  Executive,  and  is  prepared  to  recommend  such 
future   legishition   as   circumstances   may  require.     The   resohi- 
tious  were   considered  on  the  29th  and  31st,  aii«l  Senators  re- 
lieve<l  their  minds  of  much  ''perilous  stutf"  which  mi<;ht  else 
have  done  them  serious  harm.     "Honorable   erentlenu'u"  evi- 
dently  thought  the  Committee  quite  too  tame  for  the  occasion. 
-Mr.  Toombs  declared  tlu-ir  resolutions  '■•  not  worth  the  paper  they 
were  written  on."     He  was  in  favor  of  au  aiucudinent  ottered  by 
Mr.  Hale,  to  the  et!ect  that  "the  acts  of  the  liritish  are  bt'Hi<;erent, 
and  shouM  be  resisted  by  all  the  power  of  the  country;"  and 
further  held  that  "the  British  war-s]iii>s  in  the  (iulf  sliould  be 
seized  or  sunk,   and  nothin<r  short   of  this  should  satisfy  us." 
Mr.  Hale   thou^dit  "  the  acts  of  the   Oriti>h  should  be  met  by 
acts  and  not  by  ariruments."     ]\[r.  Mallouy  liked  3[r.  Hale's 
amendment  so  well  that  lie  withdrew,  hi  its  favor,  one  wiiich  he 
had  otiered.     Mr.  Douglas  asked  what  c^ood  it  does  to  resolve 
tliat   these  acts  are  belliujerent.     He  recommemled  to  let  a  shi}) 
of  war  brijii:^  one  of  the  small  British  cruisers  into  an  American 
port,  and  then  it  woidd  be  tiuie  f  >r  explanations.     He  was  for 
i^iviniT  the  President  power  not  only  to  repel  but  to  jiunish  out- 
rafjes   upon   >>ur   nationality.     Mr.  Wii.soy   hoped    that   (U-ders 
had   l)een  given  to  sink  or  capture  the  ofiriiding  ships,  Init  also 
thought  we  ought  to  see  that   our  tlai:  be   uut  prostituted  bv 
Slave  Traders.     .Mr.  Hammond   hoju'd   that,   with   or    without 
or<lers,  our  force  in  the  (iulf  would  sink  or  ca]»ture  one  of  the 
offending  vessels.     On  the  8d  of  June,  ^Ir.  I)ol'(;las  introduced 
a  bill  to  authorize  the  President,  at  his  discretion,  to  eniplov  the 
army,  and  navy,  and  fifty  thousand  volunteei-s,  and  ten  millions 
of  dollars,  to  ri-sist  the  claims  of  (xreat  Britain.     But  the  war 
fever  was  now  at)ating,  and  attt-r  so  nnich  bellicose  talk,  nothing 
was  done   looking  to  war.     On   the  last  dav  of  the  session  the 
resolutions   wi-re    adoj)ted    unanimously,   without    amendment. 
While   the   fever   was   at   its   height   in   the   Senate,  the  other 
House  had  a  less  severe  attack  of  it,  but  there,  too,  it  soon  sub- 
sided.    A  fiery  speech  frf)m  Buklixgame,  on  the  12th  of  June, 
called  out  but  tame,  ))acific  responses;  and  the  strongest  demon- 
stration made  was  referring  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs, 
a  resolution  requiring  the  President  to  instruct  the  navy  to  ar- 
rest offending  vessels,  and  hold  them  till  reparation  should  be 
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wA>]i'  !)}•  tlio  Bi-itis|i  (io\vru[ii>-u\.     Wo  do  not  learn  lliat  it  was 
flirt licr  at'tfil  on. 

'I'licic  Aveu'  not  waiitiiiL:  flio^i'  aiminijf  tlie  onlookers,  so  rlesti- 
tutr  tii"  i-evereiit  f'aiih  in  Sontlicni  (•lii\alryas  to  Jiint  that  the 
MirMcii  ^ulisi'lciicf  of  wai'Iikf  ar-lor  aiiionu;  the  retainers  of  the 
Slave  Power,  was  lai-L,'<'Iy,  if  not  mainly,  due  to  tlie  readiness 
^\i^Il  wiiich  such  ni«ii  as  Si;\s  .\Ki>,  \\  ii.sox,  IIale,  and  Bukt.ix- 
(,\Mi;  sccoii(lrd  tlnir  ]iafrio(ic  /.cal,  instead  of  holdin!]j  tliem 
l):ulv.  a>-  (•]ii\alr_v  had  e\]>crt(d;  llial,  in  short,  they  l)e2:an  to 
fear  tliat  Mow  s  iiii'dit  coiiic  orhiiislci-,  —  IjIows  from  a  heavier 
liaiid  than  Slavery  liLcs  i(.  fnl.  "  No  foUy  Quakers  alive,''  savs 
the  Xcw  York  y'///"'//'.  "  could  lia\i'  doiu'  so  mucli  for  j)eace 
in  a  year,  as  th(>  Sciiatoi's  aho\c  named  <iid  In' tlieir  Avarlike  talk 
dniiiiL:'  a  siii'rh'  afternoon.' 

How  many  trrains  of  truth  were  in  the  mass  of  falsehood  and 
(•\:; .Iteration  Avhich    iimiin-  liioii'_;lit    from   the  Cuban  coast,  Ave 
c.mioi  aceuratelv  >-:i\  ;  hut  tlie  follow  iii'i  testimonies  mav  throw 
-I'l'ie  iiLilit  Ujion  the  »|ii<--lion.      .\   Kev  W  c-^t  corrt'sjii jUilent   of 
the   (.I'.M-lesTon    (\>rri'r  (|uo|e<   "Lieut.   Pv:\r,  "  of  the  British 
u'u;i'io;;t  J.isjier.  a^  >>  iv  inir  "  the  reixiit-  of   outra^^fes  on  American 
A  e--i  Iv  are  much  exML'Ufrated.  and  in  many  instances  fdse."     Al- 
lu'i:'!-  to  the  case  of  llie  ('orle>,  [which  was  jiarticularly  referred 
to.  f\   ."^eeictarv  ('a^>.  iu  his  com]ilaint    to  tlie  British  C-rovern- 
me!i;,]   he  says  "the  captain   ol'  that    \ c^-el,  Avhen   OA'erliauled, 
tlir«  w    his   fla^'   into    the  sea   .aiul  declared  himself  a  Sjianiard. 
Tih   coutraltand  .articles  on  lioard  ]iroved  her  a  Slaver,  and  she 
A\.;v   .iccoi-ilinolv  sold   as  such."      And   the   Ncav  York    Trihunc 
^:\\-  ••  ^hi-  Avas  know  u  to  he  such  het'oi'c  she  sailed."     The  Boston 
7>  '  ■•U-r.  of  ]\Iny  "J^th,  stale-  that  "Cajit.  Clixk,  tlie  hoardini? 
otV''-.  r  ot'  the  ^lerih  nits'  Kxchanuc  XiWsroom,  lias  conversed 
f n  *   \  A\ith   the   c't1'>c!"s   and    (I'lW    ofexery  A"essel    from    Cuba 
whiv'-    ha-   arrive]   ;.'    ihi-   port,  .and   declares  that  not  one  of 
tin-    coii-idered   l:-.-::-elt'  d.ainaL^cd   to   the  amount  of  one  cent. 
*      *     *     *     'J"l  .    Hriti-h  v'fliccrs  e'ciH'rally,  the  crews  of  our 
(■'.!"'. M  ir.;de  rejioit.  ni'iieareil  .anxious  to  avoid  giving;  otFence." 
Til  -;;me  ].a]ier  si.i:,-  that   "Capt.  (-JounoN,"  just  arriveil  from 
S.;_''.  ,  (-iiaiide.  [th:  «.   than  ]>o;t  at  which  nio-t  of  the  "outrages" 
WW   -.id  to  ha\e   bci  ■    connnitti'd.]  "says  his  brig  Avas  not  trou- 
lilei   l>y  the   JJj-iti-l:.     -id   lu'   Ih  !ic\  »'s  two-thirds  of  the    stories 
.ab.-::  out  I  age-,  etc..  .- "v  made  cut  ».if  Avliole  chjth.*'     The  Boston 
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Journal,  of  ]May  24th,  mentions  the  arnval,  on  tliat  day,  of  two 
of  the  vessels  "  recently  visited  by  British  officers  at  Sairtia.'' 
The  captain  of  one,  Capt.  L.oiphkr,  reported  that  the  officer 
who  visited  him  asked  several  questions  about  the  vessel,  -wliich 
were  answered ;  and  wished  to  see  her  papei"s,  w^hich  were  not 
shown  to  him,  as  they  ^vere  on  shore;  he  staid  "about  five  min- 
utes, and  beliaved  in  a  very  gentlemanly  numner,  treatint^  the 
captain  with  all  proper  courtesy  and  resjK'ct."  Capt,  Lampuku 
"was  not  oftended  by  anything  connected  with  the  atfair,  an<l 
he  believes  that  to  have  been  the  general  feeling  among  the 
American  shi])masters  who  were  visite<l.  The  indignation  was 
chiefly  confined  to  the  shore,  among  the  Spanish  officials." 
Capt.  Bray,  of  the  other  vessel,  l)ears  substantially  tlie  same 
testimony,  as  to  the  deportment  of  the  officers  who  buarded 
him,  and  as  to  his  own  feeling  in  regard  to  the  matter.  The 
captain  of  the  brig  New  Era,  on  arriving  in  Xew  York,  as  wo 
learn  from  the  Tribune,  repoited  that  he  had  been  boarded  l)y 
one  British  war  steamer,  and  fired  at  by  another.  The  mates 
said  they  knew  nothing  of  any  such  transaction  ;  that  one  even- 
ing an  officer  from  a  British  steamer  hailed  the  ca])tain,  without 
boarding,  ])olitely  asked  the  vessel's  name  and  tlcstination,  was 
civilly  answered,  and  returned  to  his  vessel.  The  same  paper 
states  that  the  captain  of  the  brig  Mianus  reported  having 
been  boarded  by  the  British  war  steamer  Styx,  which  fired  a 
gun  for  him  to  heave  to,  and  detained  him  over  an  hour.  The 
mate  told  the  reporter  that  no  gun  was  tired;  that  an  officer 
came  on  b(^ard  and  politely  asked  the  customary  questions,  was 
invited  to  the  cal)in,  was  answered,  and  departed  ;  the  whole  de- 
tention being  about  ten  minutes.  We  gather  from  the  Washing- 
ton correspondence  of  the  New  York  2'ribune,  that  the  President 
had  tried,  but  in  vain,  to  trace  to  its  source  the  rumor  about 
the  firing  into  an  American  vessel  and  killing  a  man;  that  it 
came  not  from  the  coast,  but  from  the  interior  of  Georgia,  and 
was  not  believed  in  Washington.  Xo  proof  to  sustain  it  has 
yet  appeared.  In  a  debate  in  Parliament,  on  the  17th  of  June, 
relating  to  the  complaints  of  the  American  Government,  the 
British  Foreign  Secretary  said,  ".after  carelid  examiiuitiun  I 
have  not  found  a  single  instance  in  which  our  cruisers  have 
behaved  with  incivility  to  the  officers  of  any  ^\raerican  vessel 
which  they  have  boarded."    Had  there  been  any,  we  can  hardly 
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doubt  the  American  GovGninient  would  have  known  it,  and 
made  it  known  to  him. 

On  the  9th  of  June  came  despatches  from  the  commander  of 
the  Britisli  West  India  squadron,  ex])ress]y  disavowing  haAdng 
authorized  tlie  recent  acts  of  visitation,  and  disclaiming  having 
any  instructions  contemplating  such  a  contingency;  also  stating 
that  he  had  desjiatched  a  sloop  to  bring  the  offending  cruisers, 
"iiitciKling  to  liold  the  otHcers  to  a  strict  account."  On  the 
]9tli,  despatches  were  received  from  England,  annoimcing  that 
the  British  Government,  after  consulting  the  law  officers  of  the 
Crown,  disclaimed,  in  accordance  with  their  opinion,  all  right 
to  search  or  visit  American  vessels  in  time  of  ]>eace.  But  the 
purpose  was  avowed  to  continue  the  use  of  effective  means  for 
su))])ressing  the  Slave  Trade,  and  the  American  Government 
was  invited  to  suggest  some  ])lan  for  verif^nng  the  nationality 
of  vessels  without  danger  of  a  breach  of  international  law. 
]jater  arrivals  brought  re])Orts  of  long  and  interesting  debates 
in  Pailiament,  on  the  questions  raised  by  the  American  com- 
])laint ;  also  comments  of  the  British  Press  ujioii  the  whole 
affair;  froni  both  of  which  it  apjtears  that,  in  disclaiming  the 
right  to  search  or  visit  vessels  of  a  friendly  nation,  neither  the 
people  nor  the  Govenmient  intended  to  relinquish  the  right  to 
ascertain,  in  cases  open  to  strong  suspicion,  whether  a  vessel  is 
entitled  to  the  flag  it  bears;  and  that, in  fact,  no  claim,  asserted 
hitherto,  is  now  suiTcndered.  Nay  more;  it  comes  out  in  the 
debates,  that  from  1844  till  now  the  British  cruisers  have  been 
acting  imder  instructions  which  had  been  ap])roved  by  Daxiel 
Webster,  then  Secretary  of  State ;  and  were  based  on  princi- 
ples admitted  by  Secretary  Cass,  in  his  very  letter  of  comjilaint. 
"  The  jiosition  taken  by  the  British  GoveiTiment,"  said  Mr. 
Fitzgerald  —  one  of  its  members  —  "was  exactly  that  laid 
down  ])y  General  Cass  in  his  letter  to  Lord  NAriEU.  In  it  is 
\\\\<  jtassage.  ' Undoidjtedly,  if  a  vessel  assume  a  national  char- 
acter to  wliicli  she  is  not  entitled,  she  cannot  be  protected  by 
til  is  assumjition.  As  the  identity  of  a  person  must  ])e  deter- 
uiiiied  at  the  risk  of  the  officer  bearing  a  process  for  his  arrest, 
so  must  the  national  identity  of  a  vessel  be  detennined  at  the 
like  hazard  to  him  who,  doubting  the  flag  she  displays,  searches 
lier  to  ascertain  her  true  character.  *****  If  the 
boarding  officer  had  just  groinids  of  susjiicion,  and  deported 
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liiniself  with  proiirioty  in  the  |H'rf(>nnance  of  his  task,  dnino-  ik^ 
injury,  ami   peaceably  retirinsj  when   satisfied   ot"  his   error,  no 
nation  would  make  such  an  act  the  subject  of  serious   r(.'claiiia- 
tion.'"     Lord  Joiix  IIussell  "  was  happy  to  hear  that  it  was 
not  the  intention  of  her  Majesty's  Government  to  deviate  from 
that  lina  of  policv  whicii  wr   had  followed  lor  so  many  years.'' 
Lord  Palmersto-V  "•concurred  with  Lord  .John  Ulssei.i.,  that 
it  was   inipossiV)le  to  admit  the  nakeil  principle  that   hoistiii'4  a 
j)articular  flag  was  to  be   taken  as  une<iuivocal  proof  that  the 
vessel  belonged  to  the  country  wlujse  flag  she  hoisted."     If  it 
were,   "piracy  of  every  description  would   mam  the  seas  with 
impunity.     lie  ha<l  not  un«ler.stood  that  the  (Government   ha«l 
adopted  the  principle  to  that  extent."'     The  Chaucellor  of  the 
Exchequer,   (Disraeli,)    ->aid  "the  (Jo\erument   had   in   no   way 
conceded  that  point,"  but   "had  in\ited  t!u'  (iovei-nment  of  the 
L''nited  States  to  suggest  the  mode  liy  which  the  tenible  abu-e 
of  their  flag  might  be  prevented."     Lord  Lvndhlust  >aid,  "If 
one  of  our  cruisers  see  a  vessel  with  the  American  flag,  and  has 
reason  to  believe  it  is  assunieil,  he  must  inijuire  int<j  tlie  facts 
a.s  well  as  he  can.     If  he  ascertains,  to  the  best  of  his  judg- 
ment, that   she   has   no   right   to  the  flag,  he   may  vi>it   and  ex- 
amine her  papers,  an<l.  if  he  llud  his  suspicion  eorret-t,  may  deal 
with  her  in  a  manner  justiHe< I  by  the  relation  between  England 
and  the  country  to  which    :-he   belongs.     America  wouUl  have 
no  right  to  interfere.     Dut  if  it  should  turn  out  that  the  vessel 
was  American,  we  should  apologize  and  make  ample  reparation 
for  the  injury  con\mitted."    Lord  M.vlmesblry  ''had  heard  with 
great  pleasure  the  views  of  Iiis  nolile  triend,  because  they  r<(«- 
form  precistUj  to  the  opinion  of  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown, 
}(pon  which  the  Government  h'(d  nctfd'''     The  London   >S<(tifr- 
day  Jievieic,  of  July  ;nst,  says,  '-the  right  of  verifying  the  na- 
tionality of  a  vessel  has  been  explicitly  insisted  on  by  every 
speaker  who  has   debated  the  question   in    Parliament,  and  is 
categorically  admitted  by  the  American   Minister  for  Foreign 
Affairs."     On  the  I'lih  of  July,  a  resolution  was  oflered  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  declaring  it  expedient  to  discontinue  the 
practice  of  authorizing  men-of-war  to  visit  and  search  vessels 
under  foreign  flags,  with  a  view  to  stippress  the  Slave  Trade. 
On  a  division,  it  was  lost  by  24  ayes  to  'I'l'S  nays.     In  the  de- 
bate upon  it,  Mr.  Fitzgerald  alluded  to  the  admi:?sion  by  Mr. 
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Cass,  of  the  riglit  to  ascertain  the  cliaraeter  of  suspicious  ves- 
sels; and  said  it  was  a  riuht  Avliicli  tlic  Anicrican  Government 
had  not  scrupled  to  exercise;  as  documents  Avhicli  it  had  laid 
on  the  table  of  the  House  of  Representatives  showed  not  less 
tJi'i/i   tliree  casts  on   the   coast  of  Africa,  in  w/iich  American 
cr(/i.-"  AS    had  .starched  vessels  hearing  the  French  flacj.     He 
addL'd.  that  Lord  Xai'Iek,  in  a  despatch  just  received,  ha<l  said 
that  (tcu.  Cass  liad  told  him  that,  "after  the  satisfactory  decla- 
rations of  the  British  Government,  the  American  Goverimient 
\\i>uld  Ljive  earnest  consideration  to  any  ])roposals  for  tlie  vcii- 
liealion  of  the  nationality  of  vessels."     In  the  House  of  Lords, 
on  the  14th  of  last  February,  Lord  Malmesbury  referred  to 
the   correspondence   with   the   United   States,   on   the   right  of 
search.     ''He  thought  England  had  exercised  a  wise  discretion 
in  giving  uj)  that  right ;  and  he  believed  that  a  code  of  instruc- 
tions, which  had   been   agreed  to  by  Englan<l  and  France,  and 
had  been  submittcil  to  America  for  a]»]»roval,  would  be  found 
to  Work  satisfactoi'ily  in  repi-essing  the  Slave  Trade." 

We  may  safely  vcuturi'  the  assertion  that  if  tliis  "  code  of 
instructions "  is  really  well  adajited  to  "•re]iressing  tlie  Slave 
Trade,"  it  \\  ill  mtt  be  a]>proved  by  the  American  Governnu-nt ; 
or.  if  a])ji)-oved  in  form,  for  the  sake  of  a])]»earances,  will  not  be 
c:'.rried  out  in  action.  It  is  not  in  the  nature  of  things  that 
Slaveholders  and  Slavetraders  at  home  —  and  by  such  is  this 
Government  controlled  —  will  be  in  earnest  to  ])revent  Slave- 
trading  aluoad.  When  the  shameful  and  notorious  ]»rostitu- 
tion  of  its  flag  to  the  ])rotection  of  the  Slave  Trade  shall 
awaken  lialf  the  indignation  wliich  was  "got  u])"  at  the  attem])t 
of  Ibitish  cruisers  to  ])revent  its  fraudulent  aj)jiro])riation  l)y 
foreign  jiirates  to  such  vile  uses,  it  will  be  time  to  hope  for  some 
hearty  eftoit  in  acconhance  with  the  treaty  stijiulation  Mhich 
for  live  and  f^i'ty  years  has  1)ound  the  nation  "to?^S'e  its  best 
e/id-arors  to  promote  the  entire  abolition  of  the  traffic  in 
Sla\  e: 


■? 


Domestic  Slave  Trade. 

Thi-  trvaty  sti])ulation,  in  its  tenns,  if  not  in  its  intent,  in- 
clude- the  home  trade,  with  the  foreign.  We  do  jiot  sav  it  Avas 
so  meant;  <loubtless  it  was  not  understood  so  on  this  side  the 
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M';iter,  and  perhaps  not  on  the  other;  but  the  reason  2;-iven  for 
it  by  the  contracting  parties,  that  "the  traffic  in  Shives  is 
irreconcihible  with  humanity  and  justice,"  applies  undeniably 
to  both  aUke.  If,  then,  it  is  a  good  one  for  uyreeiinj  to  abolish 
one,  it  is  ns  good  for  abolishmg  the  other.  Slaveholders  them- 
selves, as  we  have  seen,  sometimes  acknowldlge  this ;  or  rather 
they  emphatically  affirm  it,  when  arguing  for  a  policy  consist- 
ently inhuman  and  unjust.  Why  should  they  not  be  taken  at 
their  word,  when  their  word  is  so  evidently  true?  There  is  no 
moral  difterenee  between  the  foreign  and  the  domestic  trade  in 
Slaves,  to  justify  us  in  treating  this  as  lawful  an<l  respectable, 
while  rating  that  among  the  highest  crimes.  Nor  is  the 
extent  of  the  home  traffic  so  inconsiderable;  nor  is  the  misery 
it  causes,  in  sundering  friends  and  kindred,  and  scattering  fami- 
lies, so  tritling  in  amount  or  in  degree,  as  to  render  it  of  little 
moment,  (if  that  could  ever  be,)  whether  right  principles  are 
carried  into  corresponding  practice  in  relation  to  it.  Xor  is  it 
kept  so  carefully  from  sight,  that  ignorance  may  excuse  neglect 
of  duty.  It  is  no  business  of  byways  and  unfrequented  cor- 
ners; skulking  from  tlay,  like  less  atrocious  fomis  of  wickedness. 
It  sets  up  its  marts  and  warehouses  on  the  crowded  streets  of 
cities  ;  flaunts  its  red  auction-flag  in  the  nation's  face;  drives  its 
rhaiuetl  coflies  along  the  main  highways;  or  loads  its  vessels  at 
the  j)ublic  wharves,  and  clears  them  regularly  at  the  custom 
lu)uses;  and  freely  uses  the  press  to  blazon  the  abundance, 
quality,  and  cliea[)ness  of  its  human  merchandise,  and  invite 
dealers  to  its  barracooiis.  It  claims  safe  transit  over  any  land 
or  anv  water  which  the  Federal  Constitution  covers,  be  local 
law  or  local  feeling  what  it  may;  and  owns  no  right  in  any 
State  to  bar  its  ])assageor  meddle  with  its  wares.  The  national 
C'apital  is  still  dis<j;race<l  by  its  actual  presence,  though  nomi- 
nallv  it  has  been  forbidden  there;  and  the  jails  an<l  the 
newspapers  of  the  Federal  District  still  serve  as  its  conven- 
iences. Such  notices  as  this  which  follows,  copied  from  the 
/•Jveni/uj  St<()%  of  Washington,  are  still  esteemed  a  part  of  the 
U'tjitimate  advertising  I)usiness  there;  and  can  And  j)lace  in 
pajiers  claiming  to  be  decent,  and  regarded  as  respectable. 

"AoMiMSTUATOu's  Sale.  —  I  will,  in   pui-snance  of  an  order 
of  the  Orphan's  Court  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  sell  at 
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public  auction,  on  Friday  .next,  Nov.  19,  at   12  o'clock,  M.,  in 
front  of  the  Jail,  to  the  highest  bidder,  for  cash,  viz  : 

"  One  neijro  woman  and  three  children ;  one  negro  woman, 
and  three  likely  boys  from  14  to  19  years  of  age. 

"ABSALOM  A.  HALL, 

"Administrator  of  Jacob  Hall." 

And  incidents  like  this,  related  below,  can  still  occur  within 
the  bounds  of  Congressional  jurisdiction. 

"A  striking  8])ectacle  was  aftbrded  to  the  street  ]nil>lic  of« 
Washington,  near  the  Baltimore  railroad  de])ot,  on  Friday.  A 
string  of  Slaves,  with  a  white  man  at  their  head,  loaded  ])istol 
in  hand,  and  another  in  tlie  rear,  armed  in  like  manner,  marched 
from  some  private  Slavejicn  to  the  depot,  to  take  the  cars  for 
Baltimore,  M'here  they  will  be  sold." 

How  large  the  tralhc  is,  now  going  on  Ijetween  the  Slave- 
producing  and  the  Slave-consuniing  States,  we  have  no  means 
of  accurately  knowinir.  It  can  hanllv  iio\\  be  less,  but  i^mbably 
is  much  greater,  in  amount,  than  in  tlie  ])eri<>d  —  frutu  1S40  to 
185u — fjr  whieli  an  i'>tiinati' wa<  made  in  1>^.")7,  I'V  ;i  Special 
Committee  of  the  South  Carolina  House  of  Kepresentatives. 
That  estimate  may  be  jiresunied  no  o/"(rstateme]it ;  its  purjtose 
being  to  show  the  nee<l  of  reujiening  tlie  Foreign  Slave  Trade, 
because  the  domestic  could  not  meet  the  deniand.  Assumin<r 
3(1  ]>er  cent,  as  the  natural  inerea>e  of  Slaves  in  those  ten  years, 
the  difference  between  the  numl)er  so  obtained  and  the  nvtu<il 
increase  of  Slave  po])ulation  in  live  "Slave  breeding  States,*' 
was  found  to  be  235,0UU ;  which  number,  it  was  thence  inferred, 
liad  been  exported  to  the  other  States  —  an  average,  it  will  be 
seen,  of  23,5(i0  a  year.  lieckoning  their  average  ]»rice  at  ^.">(J0 
each,  the  yearly  value  of  the  trade  would  be  (811,To(>,(M)(l)  nearly 
twelve  millions  of  dollars.  Or  rating  them  at  the  actual  average 
price  brought  by  Pierce  Blti,ei;"s  Slaves,  over  four  hundred 
men,  women,  and  children,  sold  at  auction  on  the  second  and 
third  of  March  last,  the  total  value  would  be  neai-ly  seventeen 
millions  of  dollars  [$16,644,463].  Virginia  alone  is  estimated 
to  have  sold  111,259  Slaves,  and  Maryland  26,279;  an  average 
fi-om  the  two  States,  of  nearly  fourteen  thousand  a  year.  Su]>- 
posing  —  as  seems  reasonable  —  a  growth  of  the  trade  in 
proportion  to  that  of  the  Slave  population  since  1850,  its  ^'ictims 
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tlic  past  ycnr  must  ninnltcr  little  less  than  od.OOO,  aii-l  tlicir 
total  price  come  near  to  ^'JO,!!!)!!,!)!)!).  This  estim;ite,  we  think, 
more  likely  to  he  under  than  heyond  the  trutli. 

Perhaps   no  (»tlier  one  event,  for  many  years,  has   done   so 
much  to  turn  attention  to  this  traffic,  or  has  shown  to  so  wide  a 
circle  ot  beholders  how  detestable  it  i<.  e\  rn  in  its  le::-~t  hatef'id 
aspect,  as  the  u;i"*-':it  auction  sale  ot"l>r  ii.i;ifs  Slaves,  to  which  we 
have  just  alluded.      That  so  many  Slaves,  and  of  so  ^enei'allv 
irood  a  (juality,  were  exposecl  for  sale  at  once;  that  none  of  them 
Jiad   ever  been  sold   bftbrc,   but  all   were  born   and  had  alwavs 
lived  on  tlie  estate,  which  was  now  to  be  so  sadlv  broken   up; 
that  ihey  bi'lon^'ed  to  a  man  re><idinu-  at  the  North,  (althoULrh  of 
Southern   l»irth,)  an<l  somewhat   widely  known;  these  circum- 
stances all  tended   to  o-ive  ^•reater  notoiaety  and  interest  to  the 
event.       The  Xew  York   Trilnmi-  had  a  reporter  present,  whose 
^rajjluc  and  intensely  interestin<f  ])icture  of  the  scene  has  uiven 
to  millions,  it  may  be,  a  view  of  Slavery  and  its  inevitable  inci- 
<lents,  more  vivid  and  impressive  than  many  of  them  ever  had 
lK'l(M"e.      Jbit  they  who  have  bin-n  lonirest  au'l  most  closelv  stu- 
dious of  its  charac-ter  know  well  that  this  delineation  is  so  f:ii- 
tVoiii  liciii'j,-  an  exau'ii'erated    picture  of  the  tratHc,  as  it  'jeiierallv 
ajipears,  that  it  rather  shows  its  harsher  t'eatui-es  sot^ened  down, 
and   those  Avliich  are  comi)aratively  comely  set  in  more  than 
usual    relief.       For  instance,  it  was  one   condition   of  the    sale 
that,  instead  of  )K'iii<4  offered  "sinirly,  or  in  lots  to  suit  purchas- 
ers," asthecommon  caistom  is,  husbands  and  their  wives,  parents 
and  their  youmj,'  children  should  be  struck  off  together;  an  ar- 
rangement in  which,  the  reporter  remarks,  "there  is  perhaps  as 
much  jiolicy  as  humanity,  t'or  thereby   many  aged  and   unserv- 
iceable jieople  are  ilisposed  ot^  wlio  would  not  otherwise  find  a 
ready  sale."     Still,  this,  of  course,  did  not  prevent  the  separation 
of  near  kindred.     ''The  man  and  his  wife,"  as  the  reporter  trulv 
says,  ••might  be  sold  to  the  pine  woods  of  Xorth  Carolina, >theii- 
brothers   and   sisters  be  scattered  through  the  cotton  fields  ot 
Alabama  ami  the  rice  swamps  of  Louisiana,  while  the  ])nrents 
might  be  left  on  the  old  ])lantation  to  wear  out  their  weary  lives 
in  heavy  grief,  and  lay  their  heads  in  far-off  graves,  over  which 
their  children  miglit  never  weep.     And  no  account  could  be 
taken  of  loves  that  were  as  yet  unconsummated  by  imn-riage ; 
and  how  many  aching  hearts  have  been  divorced  by  this  summary 
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proceeding,  uo  man  can  ever  know.  And  tlie  sejinration  is  as 
utter,  and  is  infinitely  more  liopeless,  than  tliat  ii)a<lt'  by  the 
Angel  of  Death,  for  then  the  loved  ones  are  commitu-d  to  the 
care  of  a  merciful  Deity  ;  hut  in  the  other  instance  to  the  tender 
mercies  of  a  Slavedriver."' 

The  sale  took  ]ilace  on  the  second  and  third  of  March,  at  the 
Race  Course,  near  Savannah,  Ga.,  Avheri.'  the  Slaves  Avere  gath- 
ered five  or  six  days  belbre,  that  Imyers  miLdit  have  tnue 
to  examhie  them.  "  Tliey  were  (]uartere<l  in  the  sheds  erected 
to  accommodate  the  horses  and  carriages  of  ])ersons  -who  attend* 
the  races.  They  Avere  huddled  in,  ]»ell-niel],  Avith  no  more 
attention  to  their  comfort  than  was  necessary  to  ]»revent  their 
l)ecoming  ill  and  unsaleable.  They  ate  and  slejit  on  tlie  bare 
floor,  there  being  no  sign  of  bench  or  table.  *****  On 
the  faces  of  all  was  an  exjiressioii  of  heavy  grief;  ***** 
few  Ave])t,  the  place  Avas  too  jiublic,  and  the  drivers  Avere  too 
ne;:r,  though  some  occa.^ioually  tui'ned  aside  to  give  Avay  to  a 
few  (juiet  tears.  *  *  *  *  *  '■j'l,^.  dnldmi  Avere  of  all 
sizes,  the  youngest  being  fifteen  ihiys  old.  *****  For 
these  preliminary  days  their  sheil  av:is  constantly  vi'-itcMl  by  s])ec- 
ulators.  The  negroes  Avere  examiiuil  with  as  little  e()iivideration 
as  if  they  had  been  brutes  indeeil;  the  buyers  ]ndrMig  their 
mouths  o]»en  to  see  their  teeth,  ])inching  their  limbs  to  find 
how  muscular  they  Avere,  Avalking  them  \\]>  and  down  to  (K'tect 
any  signs  of  lameness,  making  them  stoo]i  and  bend  in  difterent 
Avavs  that  thcA'  mitrht  be  certain  there  Avas  no  concealed  runture 
or  Avound ;  and  asking  them  questions  relative  to  their  aceom- 
])lishments." 

"It  seems  as  if  every  shade  of  character  ca])able  of  being 
implicated  in  the  sale  of  human  fiesh  and  blood  Avas  i-epresented 
among  the  buyers.  They  Avere  generally  of  a  rough  bi-eed, 
slangy,  profane,  and  bearish,  being  for  the  most  ]»art  i'wui  the 
back  river  and  sAvamp  jtlantations.  *****  Tliose  Avho 
have  read  'Uncle  Tom,'  Avill  remember  Legree.  That  the  char- 
actei-  is  not  overdraAvn,  there  is  abuml.ant  testimony.  *  *  *  * 
One  huge  brute  of  a  man,"  after  listening  to  a  conversation  on 
the  management  of  refractory  Shnes,  "In-oke  silence  bA^  saying, 
'You  may  say  Avhat  you  like  about  managing  iul;''-!."'^''''^  ^  I'm  a 
driver  myself^  and  Tve  had  some  ex]>enence.  and  I  ought  to 
knoAv.      You  can  manarre  ordinarv  niLTirers  b\-  lickin"  'em,  and 
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pviu'  'cm  a  taste  of  the  hot  iron  once  in  awhile  wlien  they're 
extra  uccly,  but  if  a  niirtrer  really  sets  himself  up  against  me,  I 
can't  never  have  any  patience  with  him.  I  just  get  my  pistol  an<l 
shoot  hitn  light  down  ;  and  that's  the  best  way.'  And  this  brute 
was  talking  to  gentlemen,  and  his  remarks  were  listene<l  to  with 
attention,  and  his  assertions  assented  to  by  more  than  one  in 
the  knot  of  listeners."  "But  all  tliis  time  the  sale  was  going 
on,  and  the  merry  auctioneer,  with  many  a  quip  and  jest,  was 
beguiling  the  time  when  the  bidding  was  slow.  The  expression 
on  the  faces  of  all  who  stepjied  on  the  l>lock  was  always  the 
same,  and  told  of  more  anguish  than  it  is  in  the  power  of  words 
to  express.  Blighted  homes,  crushed  hopes,  and  broken  heaits 
was  the  sad  story  to  be  read  in  all  the  anxious  faces." 

Among  the  "chattels"  was  "Daphney, "  with  her  child  of 
fifteen  days.  As  the  day  was  cold  and  rainy,  and  the  place  of 
sale  was  open  to  the  air  on  one  side,  she  ha<l  been  sutFered  to 
Avear  "a  large  shawl,  Avhich  she  kept  ciirefully  wrapped  around 
her  infant  and  herself  This  lamAnal  proceeding  attracted  much 
attention,  and  provoked  many  I'cmarks,  such  as  these :  '  What 
do  you  keep  your  nigger  covered  up  for?  pull  off  her  blanket ;' 
'What's  the  fault  of  the  gal?  ain't  she  sound?  Pull  off  her 
rags,  and  let  us  see  her;'  and  a  loud  chorus  of  similar  remarks, 
emphasized  with  profanity,  and  mingled  with  sayings  too  inde- 
cent and  obscene  to  be  even  hinted  at  here,  went  up  from  the 
crowd  of  chivalrous  Southern  gentlemen."  '*  Look  at  the  cir- 
cumstances of  this  case.  The  day  was  the  second  day  of 
March.  Daphnev's  baby  was  born  into  the  world  on  St.  Valen- 
tine's  hapi^y  day,  the  14th  of  February.  Since  her  continenient 
Daphney  had  travelled  from  the  plantation  to  Savannah,  where 
she  had  been  kejit  in  a  shed  for  six  days.  On  the  sixth  or 
seventh  day  after  her  sickness,  she  had  left  her  bed,  taken  a 
railroad  journey  across  the  country  to  the  shambles,  was  there 
exposed  for  six  days  to  the  questionings  and  insults  of  the  negro 
speculators,  and  then  on  the  fifteenth  day  after  her  confinement 
was  put  upon  the  block,  with  her  husband  and  her  other  child, 
and,  with  her  new-born  baby  in  her  arms,  sold  to  the  highest 
bidder." 

Deeply  pathetic  is  the  story  the  reporter  tells  of  "Jeffrey" 
and  his  betrothed;  of  Jeffrey's  earnest  jdeatling  with  the  iikim- 
ter    who    had    bought    him,    to    buy  Dorcas,  too;   of  the  hali 
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promise  whicli  liis  iiiijti.rjimit  v  ohtaiiis;  of  tlie  smiles  winch 
brialiten  two  daik  I'aci'-.  mi'l  tlic  liope  an'l  Joy  wliicli  lic^hten 
two  loving  licarts;  then  of  tlic  '•'Ioiilt  hours  of  fcvcrisli  sus- 
])enst',"  till,  on  the  secoii'l  (|:iv  of  sale.  I)oi-cas  is  liivHiLTht  out  ; 
mid  la>tly,  ot  the  orushiii;:  of  their  ho]>esl)y  the  discovory  that 
l)o)-cas  is  not  to  he  soM  alone,  and  Jeft'rey's  master  will  not 
l>uv  tlie  family  to  which  she  belongs.  "Jeffrey  reads  liis 
doom  in  his  master's  look,  and  tuni>  away,  the  tears  streaming; 
down  his  honest  face.  So  ])orcas  is  sold,  and  her  toiling  life  is 
to  he  sjieiit  in  the  Cotton  ticlds  of  South  (.'aroliiui,  wliilc 
JeftVey  goes  to  the  rice  j>lantation  of  the  (ireat  Swam]>.  To- 
iiion-ou-  they  arc  to  say  their  tearful  fari'Wi'll,  and  go  their 
separate  ways,  to  meet  no  more  as  mortal  l)eings.  But  didn't 
Mr.  lUri.Kii  give  them  a  silver  dollar  a]>ieceV  Who  shall  say 
tlicre  is  no  magnanimity  in  Slaveowner-":'" 

'•And  so  the  (ireat  Sale  went  on  f  >r  two  long  days,  during 
whiih  time  were  sold  foui-  hundriMl  an<l  twenty-nine  men,  wo- 
nitn.  and  children.  There  were  sonic  thirty  lialiies  in  the  lot; 
c-tciiiicd  Worth  to  their  master  a  hundi'ed  <loIlars  the  day  they 
are  horn,  and  to  inci'case  in  Aalue  at  the  r.-ite  of  a  liundred  dol- 
lars a  year  till  they  are  sixteen  or  seventeen  yi'ars  old.  The 
total  amount  of  tlie  sale  foots  uj)  §3U3,S;j(l."'  'J'Ik'  ])rices  ranged 
from  s;17.'>0  tor  "a  fair  carpenter  and  caulker,"  down  to  S-50 
'  :ich  t'oi-  a  gray-haired  cou]iU',  ohl  and  sick.  The  average,  it  will 
I'e  seen,  was  a  little  over  >;7U0  each.  After  the  sale  was  over, 
Mr.  P>rTi.Ki;  "of  the  fna-  city  of  Philadel}>hia,  was  solacing  the 
Wounded  hearts  of  the  jieople  he  had  sohl  from  their  homes," 
1>\  Lri\ing  to  each  ''a  dollar  in  s]iecie  ;"  having  "hags  of  twenty- 
\i\'-  cent  pieces,  fresh  from  the  mint,  to  give  an  additional  glitter 
t'  ■  hi-  '_;'(■  nei'osit  v." 

'•And  now  come  the  scenes  of  the  last  partings  —  of  the  final 
separations  of  those  who  were  akin,  or  who  liad  been  such  dear 
friend-  from  youth  that  no  tics  of  kindred  cinild  l)ind  them 
clo-ci-  —  of  those  who  Avere  all  in  all  to  each  other,  anil  for 
wlio-i-  bleedincr  hearts  there  shall  be  no  earthly  comfort  —  the 
[•ariiri'^'  of  )iaients  and  children,  of  brother  from  bi-other,  and 
ili<  lendii)'.:  of  sivter  from  a  sister's  liosom  ;  :ind  O,  hardest, 
'tin  le-t  ot'  .ill.  the  tearing  asumler  of  lo\ing  hearts,  wedded  in 
.il!  -a\c  tin-  i.ne  cei-emony  of  the  Church  —  these  scenes  pass  all 
de-ciij.tion  ;  it  is  not  meet  for  pen  to  meddle  with  tears  so  holy," 
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TIr'  s|)iritcil  sketcli  from  wliu-h  we  have  been  extraetiiitr, 
wi'iit  across  the  water,  and  was  extensively  repubhshe'l  by  tlie 
IJritish  press.  The  London  Tinier,  referrinu:  to  it,  said,  '-it  is 
a  ion;^  time  since  we  have  seen  anythini^  which  photo^-ajiheil 
the  Shive-deaUn^  system  so  conn)h'tely  as  tlie  description  which 
we  printed  yestenhiy,  of  a  lari^a;  sale  of  Slaves,  at  Savannah, 
(xeoriria.  The  whole  melandioly  drama  of  Slave  life  is  <lis- 
playcd  before  the  reader;  from  the  ruin  of  the  speculative 
Southern  gentlenian  wliose  hereditary  estate  must  bo  sold  tor 
the  benelit  of  X.ew  York  creditors,  to  the  <lispersion  of  tlie 
Slaves  amoni^  other  masters,  some  iH'tty,  urasfiimr  tyrants,  very 
ditferent  from  the  old  caste  of  which  the  South  still  continues  to 
be  proud,  though  with  less  reason  than  formerlv.  ***** 
If  any  one  wishes  to  see  how  low  the  white  man  can  I>e  l^rought 
l>y  luilimited  power  to  use  human  beings  for  gain,  h't  him  read 
the  life-like  descri[(tiou  of  the  Southern  j)lauters,  and  see  into 
what  a  flass  tiu-  increase  of  the  cotton  (rade  has  changed  the 
genil('iiu-n  oi"  the  (/.M-olinas  and  (rooru'ia.'' 

A  nolicf  of  the  ilomestic  Slave  Trade  would  be  incomplete, 
wi;hoiit  at  l('a>t  a  brief  allu-iou  to  one  teature  of  it,  worx-  tlian 
any  brought  io  \  icw  in  tii''  pfecedin<4  pages;  and  setting  in  a 
stronger  liglit  the  ti-rribly  depraving  ami  dehumanizing  inHu- 
ence  ot"  Slavi'i-y.  It  i-;  honible  that  the  pirate  of  the  (iuinea 
coast  tears  tVom  a  parent's  arms  the  shrieking  child,  and  sunders 
brothers  and  sisters  ti'ona  each  otlier,  to  LTratity  his  lust  of  '/ain ; 
hoiril)le  that  "the  inerry  auctioneer"'  of  the  ilomestic  tnide, 
'•with  man}'  a.  '[uip  and  jest"  bi-ings  down  on  throlddiiLf  lieaits 
the  hammer  stroke  which  rudely  severe  those  whom  natural  alfec- 
tion  and  tiie  neai'est  consanguinity  have  closely  bound  to'/ether; 
but  what  words  can  ^peak  the  aljhorrence  due  to  the  notorious 
fu-t,  that,  in  this  '•  li'ee,  enliLrhtened,  Christian  land,"  mf.-n  sell 
their  own  children  and  tlieir  fitlier's  t-hildren  to  the  toil  lidpaid, 
the  sutleriiiLT  unpitied,  and  the  debasenuait  ineffable  and  inevit- 
able, which  a]ipertain  to  chattel  Slavery?  The  Slave  (ode  (-un- 
nin<j:ly  adopts  the  principle  that  the  child  shall  follow  the  condi- 
tion of  the  mother;  and  so,  by  making  the  Slave  mother*  <|ijld 
her  master's  pro[)ert}',  .•'.Hies  against  her,  in  the  master's  b»'-:ist, 
two  passions  whii-h  are  wont  elsewhere  to  counteract  and  <  h<  'k 
eai-h  otlier;  and  (.adiaiices  fearfully  the  tcndencv  ot'  the  "^lave 
system  to  demoralize  the  master  and  debase  the  Slave.      More- 
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over  —  what  at  once  reveals  and  aggravates  the  evil  —  the 
more  the  vice  is  practiced,  to  which  the  marketable  quality 
of  its  product  tempts,  the  stronger  the  temptation  gi-ows  ;  for  an 
infusion  of  the  paler  blood  augments  the  money  value  of  a 
female  Slave,  —  the  white  man's  chattel  dauirhter  brings  a 
hisiher  price  than  the  black  man's  daughter.  Thus  the  domestic 
trade  not  only  is  the  same  in  essence  as  the  foreign,  involving 
the  same  di-^re<zard  of  human  ricrhts  and  feelintrs;  as  tndv.  in  its 
')nor<iJ  ek'Tnents,  j)iratical ;  it  also  has  its  own  peculiar  wicked- 
ness, its  sjiecial  means  and  methods  of  corruption;  opening,  as 
it  does,  a  Avay  to  make  money  out  of  vice,  by  turning  its  results 
into  articles  of  traffic. 
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From  Slave  Trading,  whether  in  the  foreign  or  the  domestic 
'•'■article;"  or   tVom  Slavelioldiiig,  whether  of  Congo  negi'oes, 
freshly  ini])(>rted,  or  natives  of  Virginia,  of  half  a  dozen  descents, 
and  crossed  or  not  crossed  with  "the  best  blood  of  Virginia," 
the  moral  distance  is  not  great,  nor  the  transition  intrinsically 
difficult,  to    that    method  of  procuring  Slaves,  which  may  be 
called  a  recurrence  to  first  jn-inciples,  but  which  "  unconquered 
jjrejudice ''  wouM  style  kidnajiping,  namely,  the  stealing  of  men 
and  women  whom  even   Slaveholders'*  law  confesses  to  be  free. 
For,  in  truth,  the  latter  have  no  more  right  to  freedom  than  the 
former.     If  the    former    lost  their  ri!j:ht,  bevond  recoverv,  bv 
licinLT  once  seized  and  sold,  Avhy  should  not  the  like  ]>rocess  with 
the  latter  yield  the  same  result;   or,  to  give   the   argument  a 
slightly  diffi-rent  turn,  if  the  old  theft  of  a  century  or  two  ago 
could  imjtart   so  duraVde  a  title  that  it  is  not  yet  worn  out,  why 
should  not  the  fresh  theft  of  to-day  confer  at  least  as  good  a 
title  ?     The  legal  sanction  in  the  one  case,  and  its  absence  in  the 
other,  make  no  essential  diffi^-rence;  for  most  men  ^/ec7,  even  if 
they  do  not  clearly  see,  that  law  can  neither  make  nor  unmake 
right ;  although  experience  ]iroves  abundantly  that,  by  author- 
izing Avrong  within  a  certain  limit,  it  trains  men  to  do  wrong 
beyond  that  limit.     Besides,  the  elder  wrong  was  just  as  lawless 
as  the  later,  at  the  outset ;  and  shaped  the  law  to  suit  itself^  as 
it  grew  \\\i  to  jiower;  so  from  that  laxcUss  wrong  the  present 
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"leiTJ^l  riijht"  is  derived.  "Why,  then,  may  not  the  present  law- 
less wrong  become  in  time  a  "  legal  right  ?  "  We  have  ^'vory 
reason,  therefore,  to  expect  among  the  fruits  of  Slavery,  frii|iunt 
attempts  to  kidnap  freemen.  Nor  do  the  facts  disappoint  such 
expectation.  Cases  occur,  no  douht,  of  whicli  we  never  lu-ar; 
more,  possibly,  remain  unknown  than  come  to  light.  Sonutinics 
a  case  is  revealed  years  after  its  occurrence;  its  long  coui'cal- 
ment  hinting  at  the  likelihood  that  others,  many  more,  pnliai^s, 
have  happened,  which  we  never  know.  But  we  hear  ot'  (|uite 
enouiih  to  prove  tliat  mere  human  nature,  with  its  rights,  is  ically 
respected  in  no  man,  where  it  is  not  respected  in  everi/  man ; 
and  that  if  some  men  are  still  measurably  safe  in  a  Slavcholding 
countrv,  it  is  for  other  reasons  than  that,  being  men,  they  have 
the  common  rights  of  manhood. 

On   the   7th   of  last  June,  a  woman   was   aiTested    in    Xew 
Albanv,  Ind.,  for  having  sold   a   free   colored  girl,  three  years 
old,  to  a  family  about  removing  to  Missouri.     She  was  held  to 
bail  to  await  examination,  but  virtually  confessed  her  guilt  by 
forfeiting  her  bond.    On  the  12th  of  August,  a  verdict  was  given 
in   Mason   County,  Ky.,  which   restored  to    freedom   a   young 
white  woman,  who  had  been  illegally  enslaved  more  than  twen- 
ty vears  before,  by  her  own  father.     When   she  was   born   he 
took  her  from  her  free  white  mother,  and  i»laced  her  with  one 
of  his  Slaves,  a  light  mulatto  woman,  whom  he  eomjjelled  by 
threats  to  keep  her  jiarentage  a  secret,  while  rearing  her  as  her 
own.    After  his  death,  his  widow  sent  the  girl  to  a  Slavt;  prison, 
intending  to  sell  her  to  go  South ;    but  her  fair  complexion 
caused  suspicion  and  led  to  incpiiries ;  the  facts  came  out ;  and 
a  suit  for  her  freedom  was  brought,  witli  the  result  which  we 
have  mentioned.     Tlie  Shawiu'etown  lUinoian  relates  a  case 
which  hap])eiu'(l  in  its  neighborhood,  wherein  murder  was  prob- 
ablv  added  to  man-stealing.     A  young  negro  man  was   seized 
near  Shawneetown,  (just  across  the  river  from  Kentucky,)  and, 
without  legal  process,  earned  to  the  Kentucky  side,  although 
he  claimed  to  be  a  freeman  and  a  native  of  Indiana,  (whence 
he  had  but  just  arrived,)  and  told  such  tacts  and  circumstances 
to  contirm  his  story,  as  left,  the  lUinoitoi  says,  "  no  doubt  ui)on 
the  minds  of  the  large  mass  of  our  citizens  that  he  was  free." 
Some  faint  remonstrance  seems  to  have  been  made  against  Uw 
lawless  outrage,  but  no  resolute  resistance  was  oHered  to  it. 
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The  perpetrators  came  back  the  next  day  and  said  tlieir  captive 
had  esca))ed,  and  tliey  had  ))ursued  him  into  the  river  and  lost 
sight  of  him.     He  was  found  dead  the  following  day,  drifted  by 
the  waves  to  the  Kentucky  shore.    The  Wihuington,  Del.  Com- 
monijcealth  states  that  in  July  or  August  two  negro  boys  were 
entrai>])ed  by  some  persons,  in  Sussex  County,  in  that  State, 
and  sold  into  Slavery  in  Virginia.     But  eiforts  made  to  trace 
them  were  liajipily  successful,  and  they  have   doubtless  been 
restored  to  tlieir  homes  and  freedom.     The   Charleston,  S.  C. 
Courier  tells  the  story  of  a  boy,  fourteen  or  fifteen  years  old, 
claiming  ''to  l»e  white  and  free,"  who  was  oftered  for  sale  in  St. 
Augustine,  P'la.,  on  the  4th  of  September,  liaving  been  stolen, 
he  said,  fiom  Charleston,  '"summer  before  last,"  by  a  steamboat 
engineer,  who  lured  him  on  board  the  boat  with  the  ofter  of  a 
biscuit.     lie  was  taken  to  a  negi"o  trader  in  Savannah,  who 
sold  him ;    and  he   hail  since  passed  through  seven   or  eight 
hands  before  lie  was  l>rought  to  St.  Augustine.     lie  Avas  taken 
in  charge  l)y  the  authorities,  to  await  the  ]irocuring  of  testimony 
from   Charleston,  as  to  the  coiTCctness  of  his  statements.     We 
have  not   seen  the  issue  of  the  case.     The  following  case  was 
]>ublished  last   Oclolter,   in  the    Vox  Popiili^  of  Lowell,  Mass. 
If  truly  stated,  it   involves  a  flagrant  breach  of  trust,  a  gross, 
])ecuniary  fraud,  Avith  the  higher  crime  of  kidna]i}>ing.     A  col- 
ored woman,  Betsey,  and  her  daughter,  Caroline,  made  a  com- 
]tlaint  before  J.  N.  Morse,  Esq.,  of  Lowell,  averring  that  they 
had  once  been  Slaves;  that  about  six  years  ago  their  master, 
Jesse  Corn  well,  a  rich  Mississippi  planter,  who  was  also  father 
of  the  younger  woman,  died ;  that  on  his  death-bed  he  requested 
his  friend.  Dr.  Keyes,  to  take  charge  of  his  efllects,  including  a 
large  sum  of  money,  and  to  convey  the  women  to  a  Yycq  State 
and  see  them   comfortably  settled  there,  and  for  that  ]>ur]»ose 
to  take  ^5,000,  divide  ^4,000  equally  l)etween  the  mother  and 
the  daughter,  and  to  retain   $;1,OUO  for  liis  senices ;  tliat  after 
Corxwell's  death,  Keves  hired  them  out  six  years  at  filOO 
:»  year,  each ;  then  brought  them,  in  the  latter  part  of  May  last, 
to  Lowell,  where  they  had   since  lived   in  his   family,  under 
strict  surveillance.     Upon  this  statement  Morse  brought  a  suit 
against  Keyes,  for  the  recovery  of  the  money  given  by  Corn- 
well,  and  for  the  wages  of  their  six  years'  labor.     Keyks  was 
.•UTcsted  and  held  to  bail  in  $6,000.     He  claimed  that   Corn- 
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WELL  n-ave  the  women  to  him !     But  the  case  was  not  allowed 
to  come  into  court.     Before  the  time  of  trial,  Keyes  made  a 
compromise  with  the  counsel  for  the  women,  hy  which  he  gave 
to  the  said  women  a  life  lease  in  a  small  house  in  Lowell,  and 
ain'Ped  to  pay  them  a  fixed  sum  of  money  semi-annually,  thus 
virtually  confessing  judgment  against  himself,  and  confirming 
the  essential  truth  of  the  women's  statement.     The  women  are 
now  free,  and  beyond  the  power  of  this  wretch,  Imt  the  audacity 
of  the  attempt  to  hold  them  as  Slaves,  in  Massachu>etts,  and  its 
success,  for  a  time,  should  be  a  warning  to  every  friend  of  Free- 
dom to  employ  the  strictest  vigilance,  and  to  suffer  no  di)ublful 
case  to  go  unchallenged.     A  corre>ponilent  of  the  New  York 
Tribune^  writing  from  Wheeling,  \'a.,  on  tlie  'IWih  of  Xuveniber, 
speaks  of  a  tavem-keeper,  in  thai  <ity,  who,  some  years  ago, 
sold  into  Slavery,  down  the  31ississippi  river,  a  free  negro  boy 
who  had  been  bound  to  him  for  a  tenu  of  years.     -  Tlie  fact 
leaked  out,  lesal  proceedings  were  instituted,"  and  the  boy  was 
restored  to  freedom.     Some   weeks  ago,  a  free  negro   woman, 
who  worked  in  the  tavera-keei)er's  kitchen,  mysteriously  di>aj)- 
peared  with  her  two  children.     It  has  since  been  learned  that 
she   was  decoyed,   at   her  master's  instance,   oii    board   a   boat 
ixoin"'  down  the  river,  and,  with  her  rhiMren,  suM  to  Slavery  In 
Kentucky.     On  the  8th  of  December,  a  young  eolored  man,  in 
New  York,  named  Snrpsox,  was   accoste<l  hi   the   street,  and 
induced  to  sliip  himself  as  a  seaman  on  a  vessel  bound,  profess- 
edlv,  to  Liverjiool.     After  he  had  signed  the  >hi[.ping  i)ai)ers 
and  gone  on  board,  an  order  for  his  half-pay,  sent  to  his  mother, 
and  by  her  presented  at  the  sliip])ing-otfice,  wa>  deelareil  to  l)e 
spuricnis.     This  rousing  her  suspieion  of  some  evil  design  uiion 
her  boy,  she  applied  to  the  Mayor,  who  set  the  police  at  once  to 
lookins  into  the  affair.     The  ship  was  boarded,  and  the  crew 
ordered  on  deck ;  when  it  was  found  composed  entirely  of  col- 
ored boys,  no  white  men,  but  tlie  mates,  being  on  board ;   the 
bovs  had  no  free  papers,  and  the  voyage  was  to  be  to  ^lobile, 
instead  of  Liverpool.     Simpsox  was  taken  before  the  3Iayor 
and  released.     These  facts  we  gather  fi-om  the  Xew  York  Tri- 
bune.    It  adds,  ''the  Sergeant  of  the  harbor  police  says  he  has 
frequently  known  ships  to  sail  for  southera  ports  with  colored 
crews,  and  has  noted  it  as  a  remarkable  fict,  that  none  of  the 
crews  ever  came  back.'' 
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A  case  -svliicli  created  much  local  excitement  has  heeu  twice 
tried  within  tlie  year,  at  Pittsburg,  Pa.  It  was  that  of  Geokge 
Shaw,  accused  of  kidna]))iinir  a  \\hite  jiieehanie,  of  that  city, 
named  Fkkiiis  ;  hy  enticing  him  to  St.  Louis,  and  deli"\  eriiig  liim 
to  a  man  who  claimed  that  he  Avas  in  jtart  of  negro  hlood,  and 
a  fugitive  Slave  from  Alabama.  The  crime  M^a-s  instigated  by  a 
reward  of  $5()li.  Its  commission,  and  the  per])etrator  s  boast  of 
liis  success,  were  fully  ])i-oved  ;  and  it  wa<  not  ])retended  that  he 
had  acted  under  any  Icjal  wai'r.inl,  or  had  usi-d  any  of  the  legal 
forms  required  for  tln'  ri^'covei'v  of  runaway  Slaves.  It  was 
a  deed  of  private  villanv, —  its  atrocitv  eidiance(l  not  onlv  bv 
the  cool  treachery  which  eonsummated  it,  but  by  the  circum- 
stance tl'.at  it  bereft  a  a\  ife  and  young  child  of  husband  and 
father,  leaving  the  worse-  than  Avidowed  woman  in  the  dee]iest 
distress.  The  defence  |)rojiosed  to  ])i'ove  that  Fekkis  had  been 
a  Sla\e  in  Alaljama.  I'o  thi^  it  m  as  objected  that  it  mu^t  first 
be  jiidved.  and  by  the  h<_.-<t  evidence  the  case  admits  ol' — a 
cei-titied  co].y  of  the  law  itseli" — that  Slaves  are  held  in  Ala- 
Ijama,  "under  the  laws  thei-eot'"  The  Court,  very  ]iro]ieily, 
sustained  the  objection,  and  jiromjitly  overruled,  as  fist  as  they 
were  tried,  the  various  devices  of  the  jnisoners  counsel  to  escape 
the  consequeiKM's  of  this  re(juirement.  The  ])risoner  Avas  con- 
victed after  a  l>rief  conference  by  tlie  jury,  and  evidently  to 
general  satisfaction  in  that  regi(m.  The  Pittsburg  Gazettt  thus 
connnents  on  the  case  and  its  result. 

"The  law  Avas  made  for  crushing  just  sucli  creatures  as  that 
SiiAW.  He  is  worse  in  society  than  a  pestilence.  Does  any  one 
imagine  that  if  any  Slaveholder  in  Alabama  Avere  to  send  him 
^5(10  to  steal  him  a  man  and  deliver  him,  that  Siiaav  Avould  Avait 
to  inquire  Avhethei'  tiie  man  he  coidd  get  had  evi-r  been  a  Slave? 
The  fact  that  Fkkkis  ha<l  been  a  Slave,  if  it  Avei-e  a  fact,  did  not 
in  the  least  ])alliate  Shaw's  ei-ime.  There  is  a  most  odious  hnv 
on  the  statute  books  by  Avhich  he  might  haA'e  robbed  Fejuus  of 
liimself  and  been  lield  blameless.  Not  choosing  to  shield  him- 
self even  behind  that,  he  has  met  a  lvidna])iier''s  reAvard,  and  Avill 
doubtless  receiA'e  at  tlie  hands  of  a  just  judge  the  jiunishment 
Avliich  a  crime  so  base  deserves." 

Tills  expectation  Avas  disa]>]>ointed.  For  some  informality  in 
the  proceedings,  a  ncAV  trial  Avas  grante<l.  It  came  oti'last  A]»ri], 
resulting  in  acquittal.     Thus  Avliile  his  iimoceut  victim  remains 
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in  liopc'less  Slavery,  tlic  tiv:u-lierou.s  iu:m-<tf:iler,  tlu-  spoiler  of 
the  domestic  sanctuary,  escapes  the  penalty  ot"  human  law  .  l>i;t, 
atler  all,  his  was  no  jtroHtahle  villany,  even  it'  (iod's  law  is  K-tt 
out  of  the  account.  Even  if  conscience  has  no  stini^  for  him, 
and  b:iseness  saves  liim  from  the  sense  of  infamy;  the  lawyer's 
fees  must  have  iliiipcd  deeply  into  those  .solll)  ofl>lood  monev  — 
for  work,  like  that  his  couusil  had  to  do,  wmdd  seem  to  need, 
and  ])rol)al)ly  rcceiveil,  laru^e  wa^vs  —  and  the  residue  wouhl  he 
s('ant  payment  for  almost  a  \  ear's  imprisonment,  from  his  ai  ii^t 
to  his  aciiuittal. 
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Scliemes  of  a  sort  of  ir/mlesale  kidnappini;,  by  State  author- 
ity, are  reconinicndc*!  in  some  portions  of  the  South,  and  liax  e 
even  benun  to  be  ado])ted.  Last  winter  the  LeL;islature  ot'Ai- 
kansas  passed  an  act  to  drive  out  or  enslave  all  the  t'ree  neuroev  i,i" 
that  State.  Those  who  rt-fuse  to  n'o  before'  tlu'  1st  ot'  ,Janu:ii-\, 
ISGO,  are  graciously  permitted  to  choose  for  themselves  masteis 
who  shall  not  sell  them,  and  for  whose  delils  they  shall  not  be 
liable  to  be  seized,  anil  who  >hall  jiay  into  tlu'  Common  ScImkiI 
Fund  one-half  the  price  at  which  the  County  Court  shall  lia\e 
hud  them  :ipi)rized.  Bills  sid)stantially  like  this  have  been 
introduced  into  the  Leixislatures  of  North  Carolina  ami  Mis.-oiui. 
Arkansas  lias  also  passeil  an  act,  forbiddinu',  after  January  Isi, 
1S()0,  the  employment  of  free  coloretl  ])ersons  on  the  water  i  rati 
naviL!;atiii!J^  the  rivers  of  that  State,  and  subjectimj  the  eniplovcr 
to  a  tine  of  from  iji.'jUO  to  >il()()il,  ami  imjuisonment  not  exceeil- 
inGJ  twelve  months.  Ohio  has  pas>ed  an  act  forbiddiuLC  •'pc.-ons 
in  whole  or  in  part  of  African  descent,*'  to  vote.  The  penalty 
is  iniprisomnent  from  one  to  six  months,  and  tine  of  not  over 
$500.  In  Louisiana,  the  Slavehohlers  of  the  parish  of  St. 
Landry  lately  met  and  reconnnended  that  an  act  be  passc-d, 
providing  that  hereafter  all  fi-ee  colored  persons,  convicte<l  ol 
any  offence  against  the  laws,  shall  be  sold  into  Slavery,  for  lit*', 
or  for  a  term  of  vears,  acconlinf;  to  tlu-  nature  of  the  otUnce. 
The  Grand  Jury  of  Chestertiehl  District,  South  Carolina,  at  ihe 
recent  tenn  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  i)resented  the  trie 
negroes  of  the   District  as  a  nuisance,  and  recommended  -that 
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tlio  Lep^islatuve  pass  some  law  wliieli  -will  relievo  the  coinmimity 
of  this  troublesome  j)opulation."  The  Cheraw  Gaz<?ttc  is  "•  ]>leaseil 
with  this  aet  of  the  Grand  Jury,  htkI  ho])es  other  Grand  Juries 
•vvill  follow  the  exam])le"  till  tlic  law  makers  Avill  "ahate  the 
nuisance."  In  Marylaml,  durin^j;  last  summer  and  fall,  several 
County  Conventions  were  held,  at  Avhose  sutTiJjestion  a  crenei'a] 
Convention  for  the  Eastern  Shori'  as^c'ml)led  at  Camhridj^e,  on 
the  3d  of  Xovemher,  ami  continued  in  session  two  days,  to  con- 
sider wliat  measures  ouL^ht  to  he  adojited  in  re^'ard  t<>  the  free 
colored  ])eo])le.  Juflire  Stewaiit,  of  Dorchester,  said,  "the 
manumission  of  Slaves  has  been  a  <;reat  error,  and  an  e^il  to 
themselves  as  well  as  to  the  master  ami  the  Slave.  The  free 
negroes  must,  therefore,  graduall}',  and  by  the  most  reasonable 
steps,  be  bronoht  back  to  their  oriixinal  condition.  *  *  *  *  * 
This  should  l)e  the  ])i-imary  duty  of  the  next  Legislature,  and 
they  should  meet  it  maiifull}'  and  witlii,>ut  hesitation."'  ]-]lias 
Gniswoiji,  of  Dorchester,  '*  entirely  n]i]iroVed  of  the  views  so 
iildy  urired  by  ,Tu(l'j-e  Stkwaut,'''  and  ]iro])o-<ed  ''a  Committee 
to  re]).)n  resolutions  for  action."  C'ol.  1I.\:\[i;i.i:ton-.  ot'  Talbot, 
thouci:ht  tlie  ](eople  of  that  CoUiity  '•would  aci[uie>ce  in  what- 
e\  er  mi^iit  be  here  a<lo](ted  to  subject  the  free  iieorn  po]iula- 
tion  to  ])ro]>er  control.  He  wa<  i-eady  to  ]iled^;e  tlieir  entire 
co(>])eration."  Col.  Jaioi-.s,  of  Worcotei-  County,  thouu'lit  "that 
the  (juestion  of  restorini:;  the  free  nei^roes  to  servitude,  it'  they 
jiersisted  in  remaininu'  in  tlu'  State,  should  at  once  be  a\'owed 
as  the  only  remedy  f'oi-  the  evils  comjdained  of."  liesolutions 
were  ixnanimously  adopted,  A'ilifyini;^  the  free  colored  jieojile  ; 
declarini;  that  "Maryland  is,  (i/iiJ  of  ri'jht  ought  t>  ci'idiiiU'.,  a 
Slaveholdincj  State,  and  that  free  nep:roisni  and  Slavery  are 
incom))atilile  Avith  each  other,  and  shonld  not  be  jiermitted 
longer  to  exist  in  their  jiresent  ri'latioiis  within  the  State  ;"  call- 
ing for  "])rom])t  and  et!ective  legislation  on  the  subject ;"  in\  it- 
ing  a  State  Convention  to  meet  at  ]>altinn)re  on  the  second 
AVeilnesday  in  June,  1859,  to  devise  some  ]>lanYor  the  regulation 
of  the  ni'gro  ])Ojnilation,  to  be  presented  to  the  Legislature;  and 
suggesting,  as  the  ])lan  to  be  considei'cd,  "that  the  State  should 
present  the  altei'nativi\  to  this  cla-s  nf  onr  ]iopulation.  of  going 
into  Slavery  or  leaving  the  Stale."  In  the  lioard  of  Aldei-men, 
of  Washington,  {within  the  range  of  the  "e.\clusi\e  legislation" 
of  Congres-;,  be  it  noted.)  a  l>ill  has  Iteen  iutroduce'l.  reijuiring  all 
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froo  colored  person^  ovor  twelve  yeiirs  oM  to  reLii>tcr  their 
names  and  j)ay  five  ddllars  tor  permis^inn  to  reside  in  the  citv  a 
year,  or  iu  default,  to  be  HikmI  ten  dollars  and  imprisoned  ninety 
days;  the  penalty  to  he  repeated  as  often  as  ten  <lays  after  its 
intiiction  shall  iro  hv  without  eomuliance  with  the  law. 

O  *  1 
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A.>.  these  and  kindred  measures   of  inju'^tire  are  defeiidiMl  hv 
nlleijimi;  that  the  noiri'o  race  is  naturally  inca[tahle  of  usinij  free- 
dom rightly;  is  indolent   and  thriftle.-^,  L;-iven  to  animal  indul- 
U'enee,   with    a    stroii;^    ](rocli\ity  to    \  ire    and    (a-ime,  and    no 
aptitude  I'or  L;-euerous  eultiire;  it  may  not  I)e  amiss  to  cite  sonu' 
facts  and   ti^^tininiiii-s,  liearim;-  on    this    point,   whieh   we   have 
liappeneil  on  within  the  yv.n:     The  Xew  (Orleans  7/v/e  Dtlfct, 
speakini;"  of  these  measures  and  the  disposition  shown  in  Louis- 
iana to  adopt  them,  says  of  the  free  negroes  there,  ''•Tliere  is  a 
large  native  resident  ]»opuhitioii,  correet  in  their  general  deport- 
ment, honorahle  in  their  iiitei-eourse  with  society,  and  tree  tVotn 
reproach  so  tar  as  the  laws  are  concerned,  not  surpasseil  in  the 
inotreusi\  eness  of  their  lives  l)y  any  eipial  number  of  jjersons  in 
any  jilace.   North  or  South."'     The    Little    Kock    Gazette^  the 
'•  DenioiMMtic "'  organ  «»t"  Arkansas,  thus  speaks  of  '"Mr.  Henry 
KiN'(;,'' who  is    compelled,  by  the   recent  law  of  that  "Demo- 
cratic" State,  to  advertise  his  property  therein  for  sale,  because 
he  is  of  tlu-  jiroscribed  complexion.     "  We  have  known  him  from 
our  boyhood,  and  take  the  greatest  j)leasure  in  testifying  to  his 
<;oo(l  character.     The  ci>mmunitv  in  which  he  easts  his  lot  will 
always  be  i)lesse(l  with   that  'noblest  work  of  God,'  'an   honest 
man."''     [What,  then,  are  they  who  drove  him  from  his  home, 
and  robbed  themselves  of  that  blessing':']     Cincinnati  ])ai)ers  of 
last  June  mention  the  i)urchaso  of  a  Slave  to  freedom  bv  his 
sister,  Ai.n  i-:   Wh.i.i.vms,  of  that  city,  "tor  ^950,  whieh  she  has 
Iteen  accumulating  for  that  ])urj)ose,  ever  since  she  became  free, 
nine  or  ten  years  ago."     How  idle  and  worthless  she  must  have 
been,  all  that  time  I     Wii.i.i.vm  (iooDKi.i.,  writing  on  the  19th  of 
November  last,  to  the  New  Vork  Times,  (juotes  from  the  New 
York  ^Metropolitan   Police   Rei)0rt  a  statement  that  the  "total 
number  of  arrests"  in  that  city,  within  the  year  precetling,  was 
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"  G0,S8'»,"  and  ''amonu:  those  were  56G  colored  ])crsoiis."  He  tlien 
goes  on  to  show  that  as  the  colored  people  wci-e  in  1850,  by 
actual  enuiuei-ntioii,  about  2.68  per  cent,  of  the  whole  ]>ojmlation, 
and  ])robably  still  hold  about  the  same  ])roportion,  the  amount 
of  crime  disclosed  among  them  is  little  more  than  one-third  as 
great,  accoi-ding  to  their  numbers,  as  that  among  the  whites. 
Almost  exactly  as  .91  to  2.08,  or  34  per  cent. 

On  the  second  of  August,  a  Convention  of  colored  jieople 
celebrated,  in  New    Bedford,  Mass.,  the  Anniversary  of  West 
India  Emancijiation.     Many  of  the  Massacliusetts  jiajiers  attest 
the  highly  res])ectable  character  of  the   Convention,   and  the 
high  order  of  talent  and  eloquence  which  it  exhibited.      A  cor- 
re^]ioiident  of  the  Xew  York    TVi'A^^/e  says  it  was  "a  demon- 
stration of  theii-  cajiacity  to  conduct  themselves  with  pro]iriety, 
to  manage  jmblic  assemV)]ies  with  success,  and  to  speak  with  elo- 
(luence  an<l  humor.       *****      Judmuor  l)v  the  looks  of 
the   Convention,  tliere  are  a  great  many  colored  jicojde  in  the 
cities  :ind   towns  of  tliis  State   who   are   comfoi'tably  off  in  the 
woilil,  ciij<)ying  many  I'ights  and  ]ii-ivileges,  thougli   still  under 
the  lian    of  jircjiidicc  to  a  certain   extent."       AVe  refer  to  this 
Convention,  because   we  chanced  to  meet   a   notice  of  it  while 
the  ju'csent  tojiic  is  before  us ;  and  not  because   it  is  the  oidy 
one,  l>y  many,  in  whicli  the  colored  i)eoj)le  of  the  North  have 
shown  that   wlu  iv  the  Anti-Slavery  movement  has  securetl  f()r 
tlicm,  in   some  good   degree,  an  o])]>ortunity  to  imj>rove  them- 
selves, they  are  rising  in  intelligence  and  moral  worth,  and  vin- 
dicating for  themselves  an  lionest  reputation.     We  may  further 
say,  as  to  tlie  intellectual   c;i]iability  of  the  "•inferior  race,"'  that 
Avhile  Ii:a  j\.li)];iik;e  is  astonishing  and  delighting  the  most  cul- 
tivated minds  of  ICurope,  by  his  trium)»hs  on  the  stage  ;  while 
the  young  llaitien  stu<lents,  Faubeht,  Det.va,  and  Dupl'y,  are 
bearing  off  the  highest  or  "graml  ])rize  of  honor,"  and  the  first 
]>ri/,es  in  Greek  and  Latin,  fi'om  all  their  white  competitors,  at 
the   concourse,  in  Paris,  of  all  tlie  colleges  of  France,  and  the 
first    victor  is  deemed  worthy  of  a  military  escort  to  a  public 
ilinner  with  the  Minister  of  Public  Instruction,  a  seat  at  tal)le 
next  a  Prince  of  the  Imj)erial  family,  and  a  libei-al  gift  of  hand- 
somely  bound    books  from  the   Em])eror  himself,   (and  tokens 
such  :is  these,  in  France,  mean  something;)  while  another  C(.)l- 
ore  1    man,   Gikaiu),   Professor  in   the   University   of  Paris,   is 


<M  REPORT, 

mentioned  by  the  Paris  press  as  "one  of  tlio  very  t'vw  laurcat(>s 
of  the  University  who  liave  ol)t:une<l  sueces>iv«lv  at  the  S..i-- 
l)()iHie  the  two  prizes  of  llhetoric  and  Philosupliy  ; "'  \\Iii!(> 
colored  men,  in  our  own  country,  of  liuinl)ler  pretensions  and 
less  favore(i  by  circumstances,  arc  displayini]^  ingenuity  and 
inventive  power  which  attract  the  conuncndation  of  soientitic 
journals, —  as  in  the  case  of  Diktz's  plan  t^r  a  Broadway  rail- 
roa<l ;  or  which  secure  certificates  of  confidcnci'  in  the  utilitv  of 
their  inventions  from  municipal  chief  inaui^ti-ates,  and  induce 
practical  men  to  invest  money  in  realizing  thcii-  sclicnu-s.  as  in 
the  case  of  the  fire-extinunishing  a]»paratus  df  Aako.v  Kohkkts, 
of  Philadelphia,  fivorably  mentioned  by  the  Xcw  Y'ork  Joxr/ifd 
of  Commerce, —  to  say  nothing  of  the  multitude  of  other  indi- 
cations of  the  black  man's  capacity  for  mental  culture  and 
ini]>rovement  which  are  meeting-  us  continually  where\cr  a  fair 
chance  to  test  it  has  been  given;  the  contident  denic-s  of  it 
would  do  well  to  ask  themselves,  whether  the  pronts  they  think 
he  gives  of  incapacity  are  due  to  his  t'ault  or  their  own; 
whether  the;/  are  not  trying  to  take  advantage  of  their  own 
wrong,  to  justify  the  continuance  and  aggravation  of  the  wrong. 


MAXL>nssiON'S. 

The  SlaveholdeiN  have  not  all  adopted,  yet,  Juilo-(>  Stkw- 
akt's  (b)Ctrine  that  manumitting  Slaves  is  a  great  mistake  ;  fur 
instances  of  mamnuission  have  been  scattered  all  along  the 
vear.  Hoping  that  the  number  much  exceeds  our  knowledge, 
wo  mention  such  as  we  have  heard  of  The  first  is  that  of  Han- 
nah, a  Slavi'  of  D.vvii)  Jamksov,  of  ^[cmphis,  Temi.,  who 
emancipated  her  last  June,  in  Cincinnati.  Next,  in  July,  two 
women  and  their  five  childreii,  brought  to  that  city  from  Louis- 
iana by  their  masters,  were  set  free  in  the  Court  of  Conniion 
Pleas.  Also  in  the  Court  of  Probate,  a  Mr.  FArr.ivXEit,  of  Ten- 
nessee, emancipated  a  woman  and  her  son  and  daughter.  In 
the  same  month,  a  Avoman  and  her  five  chihln'n,  to  whom  a 
Mrs.  Perry,  of  North  Carolina,  had,  by  her  will,  given  freedom, 
and  810,000,  were'  brought  to  Cleveland,  and  an  arrangement 
was  made  with  Judge  Tildex,  of  that  city,  to  receive  the  money 
for  them,  and  assist  them  in  investing  it.      In  August,  a  .Missis- 
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sipjii  jilaiitcr,  naiiiod  Motley,  oinaiiei]iateJ,  in  the  Cincinnati 
Piubatr  Court,  a  boy  Avliom  he  acknowledged  as  his  son;  in- 
teiKliiig  to  give  liiin  tlic  best  education  he  can  in  this  country, 
and   tlicn   sL'iid   him   to   Europe.     8e])tcmber  gives   \;s   several 
cases.      F(jity-uiuc  Slaves  from  F'ayette   County,  Ky.,  mostly 
\V(HiK'ii  and  children,  emancipated  by  their  mistress,  were  sent 
to  a  colony  of  emanc-ipaled  Slaves,  in  Green  County,  Ohio.    The 
colony,  with  this  addition,  munbers  84l>.     8.  S.  Giuffing,  of 
Louisiana,  emancijiated,  in   Cinciiniati,  a  woman   and  her  two 
children.      '' A  hanl-tisted,  rough,  white  laborer,"  says  the  Cin- 
cinnati (jl<(::(tt»\,  "is  in  this  city  to  record  deeds  of  emancipation 
for  a  woman  and  her  [and  his]  live  children.      He  came  from 
Al•kan^as.  leading  tluir  some  property,  because  his  conscience 
wonM  no  longer  allovt'  him  to  hold  his  wife  in  Slavery.     lie  has 
exliaiisted  his  i-eady  money,"  but  '"is  bravely  en<leavonng  to  get 
woik,   e\en  the   hnml•]e^t,  ]ireferrinu"  li'eedom   and  jioverty  to 
coml'oiial)le  circuni-tanci^>  in  ihe  midst  ot' Slavery."     In  March, 
one  ]voin:i;T  BAnxinr,  of  J.ineoln  (_"onnty,  Ky.,  emanci]»ateil  in 
tlu'  Cimiiiiiati  I'rtjba'.e  Coiu't  nine  male  and  nine  female  Slaves, 
;i  f  ithi  r,  mother,  and   their  chililren,   and   grandchildi-en,  and  a 
woman   with   four  bov^.       "In   C'o\  iiigton,  before  crossing  the 
v'wvw  he  \\a^  offered  s;-ji),()(m)  i;,;-  ilivni.  liut  he  (juietly  remarked, 
'I  wduld  not  take  titty  thousand.""'     Also,  in  March,  in  the  same 
Coiu't,  a   young  Woman,  Agnt's  Wright, '•  whom  no  one  avouM 
sns))ect  of  Inning  .Vfrican  blood  in   jier  veins,"  was  manumitted 
by  her  master,  KKUiU-;x  AVi;i<;irr,  of  New  Orleans.      ,\bout  the 
same  time,  Sio.nkv   AVkiji;,  of  Fairfix   County,    Va.,    removed 
into  Wi--eonsiii.  taking  with  him  four  Slaves,  whom  he  emanci- 
jiated aii<l   jiruxidi'd  for.       In  A])ril,  eleven   Slaves,  from  North 
Carolina,  jKissed   through   St.  Louis,  on  their  way  to  Kansas  or 
Nebraska,  in   ]iursuanee   of  their  lately  deceased  master's  will, 
u  Inch  ordered  thai  the}   sluudd   be  taken  into  one  of  the  Tem- 
toric's,  and  there  be  set  free,  and  ]ir(»\ide<l  with  land  enough  for 
their  su]iport,  and  all  neeeN>ary  fartning  imjdements.      A  letter, 
written  in  .Vjiril,  to  the  Aiiti-S/(/vtri/  Stondurd^  s))eaking  of  the 
writer's  recent  a  isit  to  Virginia,  says:  '•  "While  I  was  in  Freder- 
ick'^burg,  one  of  its  citizens,  a  man,  too,  of  honorable   ]»osition, 
w  as  ali-ent  in  a  free  State,  settling  hve  of  his  children  and  their 
mother.     They  were  all,  by  Virginia  law,  Slaves,  and  he  was 
obhged  to  take  them  out  of  the  State." 
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This  list  ot"  ln;^nulni•^>i()ns  avouI.I  have  been  iiiiu-h  leiiutlieiK'«l, 
probably  much  iiioiv  than  doublcMJ,  but  for  the  new  leiral  (loe- 
trines  whii'h  Southeni  ('(jurts  are  intriHlucino-  to  defeat  the 
plain,  well-known  intentions  of  testators,  wivjiin-^  to  bei[Ut-,ith 
freedom  to  their  Slaves.  A  ea.se  occurred  in  (Jeorwia,  last  Mini- 
iiior,  in  wliieh  the  Court  .lecided  that  a  will  be(|ueafhiiiLr  Slaves 
to  a  legatee  for  his  life,  and  direetini;-  that  they  should  after  that 
1)0  freed  and  sent  to  a  p^ve  State,  <.r  Liberia,  is  void  andci-  the 
eman(di)atioii  acts  of  Georo-ia,  because,  in  Ieu;al  contemplation, 
its  effect  would  be  the  insfidif  liberation  of  the  Slaves  in  (ieor- 
i;ia,  on  terniinarinn  (.f  their  life  evtate;  which,  lieiiiu'  cdiitrai-v  to 
the  spirit  and  ])olicy  of  tin-  laws  «it"  (ieoi-'jia  nn  tiie  subject,  is 
not  to  be  allowed.     Thus,  by  a   lenal  fiction,  or  at  l»est  a  lucre 

abstraction,  the  Slaves  are  robbed  of  freedom,  and  the  master 

to  a  south-side   view  —  of  ])ower  to  do   what  he  thinks  ri^ht  or 
best  with  his  own  lawful  ]lro]K■rt^•. 

Virginia  is  taking  the  sanu'  course,  lessening  the  chance  of 
Slaves  to  profit  by  testamentary  gifts  of  th'edom.  Her  first 
judicial  step  in  that  direction,  if  we  mistake  ut^t,  was  taken 
near  tiie  close  of  lsr>7,  by  a  decision  on  the  will  of  one  I'oi.v- 
DEXTKR,  giving  his  Slaves  "the  .hoice  of  being  emancij.ated,  or 
sold  publitdy."     The  questions  raised  were,  whether  this  was  an 

absolute   emancipation,   or  —  if  deiiendent   on    their    ch(nce 

whether  they  had  a  legal  right  to  choose.  The  Circuit  Court 
deciding  that  it  was  an  absolute  emancipation,  and  their  choice 
need  not  be  asked;  an  appeal  was  taken  to  the  Suprenu'  Couit 
of  A)>peals,  where  it  was  argued,  held  under  consideration  fi-oiu 
the  Spring  Term  to  the  Fall  Term,  reargued,  and  at  last  decide<l, 
by  three  Judges  against  two,  that  the  will  did  not  emancipate 
the  Slaves,  but  gave  them  a  mere  clioice  between  Slavirv  and 
Freedom;  that  their  act  of  election  was  a  condition  precedent 
to  their  becoming  free  ;  that  this  involved  the  exercise  of  civil 
and  social  rights,  and  legal  capacity;  and  that  "Slaves  hum  no 
civil  or  social  rir/ht.^,  no  legal  capacity  to  make,  dischai'Lix',  or 
assent  to  contracts,"  and  therefore  cannot  "exercise  an  ehction 
in  respect  to  manumissit)n ;"  ami  conse<[uently  that  the  negroes 
in  this  case  continued  to  be  Slaves,     As  this  decision,  in  the 


NEW    LEr,AI>    DOrXKINKS.  81 

"Words  of  tlic  rjiclimond   J-^iiqiilr<  i\  '•reverse's  tlic  mistaken  i)lii- 
laiithropy    oi'  loniitT    <lecisioiis,"  —  and    is   not    stipjinrted,  we 
believe,  l>y  a  siiii:;le   juvoedent  —  the  Ju<lge   wlio   <lelivered  it 
finding  it   ex]iedieiit  to  treat  "the  (juesti'ni  as  one  to  be  tested 
by  tile  n;eneral  ])rincii)les  ]iertainin<i  to  the   sul))ect,  an<l  not  as 
one  controHed  liy  the  influence  ot' a  s])ecial  adjudication '" — and 
as  tAvo  .TudLTCs  of  the  five  dissente<h  oiu'  in  "an  abh'  and  earnest 
ojiinion,  fully  e\]>i'ess!nL!;  bis  <>]i]>osinii-  A'iews,"  the  other  Avith  a 
sini]»le    reference    to   jtrecediny-    cases,   as    liaAinix   "settled    tlie 
<|uestion  in   favor  of  the   Shnes;"'  tliere  seemed  some  room  fur 
(h)ubt  M'lietlier  tlie  new   docti-ine  IkhI  yet   acquired  tlie  force  of 
baw.      "-Under  tliese    circumstances/'  says    the   lL/(quirci\   "it 
liecame   a   matter  of  o;reat   jii-otr-sionnl   interest,  and  of  juddic. 
iin])ortance.  to  know  whetlier  the  deci-ion  t»f  the  majority  of  tlie 
Couil    wcinld  be   acknowledued    in  any   future  case,  by  the  dis- 
sentiii2^  Judges,  as   bimbncj   auth()rity.*'       Tlie  earlier  (k■ci^ions 
liail  been  rei^^arded  as  establishinL:;  tlie  ])oint  that  crivinir  Slaves, 
by  will,  tlie  choice  of  Slavery  or  Fret'ddni,  emancipates  them  ab- 
solutely;   and  "under  their  sup]MP>i'd  authorily,"  the  TJn'jidrer 
says,   "  wilb  had  been   drawn  all  oM-r  the   Stiite."*     Hence  "the 
expected    free<him   of  thousands,   to  whom    election   had  been 
given,  dej»ende<l  njion  the  decision  ol"  this  case.*' 

At  the  sj)ring  term,  nearly  a  year  ago,  the  (piestion  Avas  again 
deci<led,  in  a  case  Avhich  the  Enquirer  thinks  "tlie  most  im- 
]iortant  to  the  institution  of  negro  Slavery  that  has  been  adju- 
dicated since  the  times  of  Lord  MAXSFiELn."  "While  the 
Poindexter  case  Avas  ])en(bng,  and  the  laAv  of  testamentary 
emancipation  stood  on  its  own  l^asis,  a  ]\Irs.  Coultkk  died, 
leaA'ing  a  large  estate,  and  ninety-six  Slaves,  Avhoin  she  liad 
meant  to  free  by  Avill.  To  tliis  end  she  had  emi>loyed  one  of 
the  best  lawyers  in  the  county,  to  ex]>ress  her  intention  in  due 
legal  form ;  and  had  sidonitted  hi>  AVork  tf)  a  Jmlge  of  the  Court 
of -\]>]»eals,  who  lu-onouncei]  it  Avithout  flaw.  She  directed  that 
the  Slaves  be  manumitted  on  the  1st  of  Jainiary,  iHoS,  and  a 
Piifficient  fund  be  raised  from  the  estate  to  i-emove  them  to,  and 
settle  them  in  Liberia,  oi'  any  other  Free  State  or  country  in 
which  they  should  choose  to  li\-e;  .'id(bng,  "if  any  of  them  shall 
])refer  to  remain  in  Virginia,  it  is  my  desire  that  tlu'y  shall  be 
permitted  to  select  their  ownei>^  among  my  relatives."  The 
Circuit  Court  of  the  County,  on  a  bill  liled  by  the  executors 
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nskiniT  it  to  construe  the  will,  decided  tli.il  the  Slaves  wen- 
free,  unless  they  declined  to  accept  freedom.  X.»iie  <.f  them 
declined;  and  it  was  generally  thought  that  their  freedom  was 
secure.  Only  a  few  years  before,  the  Court  of  Appeals  had  de- 
cided that  certain  Shives  were  absolutely  emancipated  by  a  will 
directing  their  i'manci[»atiou  at  a  <lesignate<l  time,  but  jm-o- 
viding  that  should  they  "prefer  remaining  in  the  State,  they 
can  do  so  by  choosing  masters  to  serve  during  the  life  of  the 
))er^on  i-hosen,  at  wlio^c  death  they  >hall  lia\e  the  option  of 
Freedom  or  Slavery,  by  making  a  second  choice;"  —  and  .Mi-s. 
CouLTKu's  will  was  deemed,  almost  I)eyouil  a  doiilit,  the  sanu; 
in  substance  as  thi>,  ami  virtually  sustained,  of  course,  bv  the 
same  decision.  JJut  Slavery  has  sharp  eyes  for  nice  distinc- 
tions, when  her  title  to  such  a  wealth  of  human  bones  and  nni<- 
cles  hangs  upon  them.  A  lawyer  astute  enough  to  see  '  that  a 
very  clear  distinction  could  be  drawn  between  the  two  cases,"" 
advised  an  appeal ;  ami  legatees  sufficiently  uu-crupulous  and 
selfish  to  value  gain  of  gold  aI)ove  the  rights  o\'  the  weak  and 
j)Oor,  above  the  dying  wishes  of  the  relative  who  had  enncind 
them,  were  prompt  to  act  on  the  advice;  and  the  same  Jud-\  ^ 
who,  six  months  bidbre,  '-reversed  the  mistaken  jdiilanthi-opy "' 
of  tlieir  predecessors,  again  decided  in  the  oppressor's  fa\  or. 
As  in  the  former  instance,  three  .Judges  against  two  sustained 
the  appeal.  They  held  the  doctrine  of  the  Poin.lexter  case  to 
be  settled  law;  tii.it  Mrs.  Col'LTKu's  will  comes  within  its  oper- 
ation; and  that  her  Slaves,  having  no  legal  capacity  to  make 
the  choice  proposed  to  them,  are  therefore  still  in  Slaverv.  "  It 
is  now  presumed,"  the  Enquirer  says,  '-that  all  the  Judges  w  ill 
hereatter  recognize  that  principle  as  controlling  authority  in  all 
future  cases  of  the  kind."  The  Richmond  Exatnimr,  with 
which  the  Enquirer  o\i>rc»>^t's  its  concurrence,  hails  the  decisi(»n, 
with  evident  satisfaction,  as  having  practically  decided  that 
"Slavery  is  desirable  for  the  South,  desirable  for  the  Slave,  and 
right  in  itself;"  and  the  Enquirer  takes  it  as  a  declaration,  by 
the  Supreme  Court  of  Appeals,  that  the  people  of  Virginia  are 
"fully  and  thoroughly  in  fovor  of  the  institution  of  Slavery." 
It  may  be  worth  an  incidental  mention,  that  the  lawyer  who 
had  drawn  the  will,  and  thus  hail  pledged  his  faith  and  honor 
that  it  should  be  legally  sufficient  to  effect  the  testator's  inten- 
tion, was  counsel  for  the  legatees  in  getting  it  annulled. 
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Among  the  Slaves  thus  cheated  of  their  frecflom  by  a  pro- 
cess with  Avhicli,  wc  think,  the  deeds  of  common  swindlers  or 
pickpockets  would  lionorably  com])are,  were  five,  whose  case 
has  since  awakened  at  the  Xorth  effective  sympathy ;  Ellen, 
the  dauufhter  of  a  white  father,  and  a  mother  almost  white,  and 
her  four  children,  Avho  liave  also  a  white  father.  Her  mothei' 
too,  was  amoni^f  the  victims  of  the  ''h'gal''  fraud;  hut  Avas  not 
admitted  to  the  favored  gi-oup.  When  asked  by  her  new  mas- 
ter if  she  would  stay  on  the  e<tnti',  —  which  all,  it  seems.  avIio 
chose  it,  were  allowed  to  do,  althougli  '"iiica])abl('  of  makiuLi,' 
an  election,"  —  she  so  lorgot  the  diti'erence  lietween  a  wonmn 
and  a  chattel,  or  ])os<ibly  was  so  unmindful  of  the  '•'clear  dis- 
tinctic.ui,"'  which  shrewd  lawyers  and  grave  judges  see  between 
a  robbery  with  firms  of  law  and  one  without  such  forms,  as  to 
let  out  her  burning  sense  of  Avron<j;  and  bitter  disajipointment, 
in  the  indignant  answer,  ''Xo,  I  Mould  sooner  die  than  remain 
Avith  you  anotliei-  day.""  So  she  was  straightAvay  sold  to  Ala- 
bama. As  Ellen'--  father  Avas  a  jiromiuent  citizen  of  Fredeiicks- 
burg,  an<l  an  aeciuaintance  of  the  ]ilanter  Avh(»m  the  Virginia 
Coiirt  ha<l  heljied  ti>  steal  her  and  lier  chihlren,  tlu'  jilanter,  in 
the  fulness  of  jiis  friendly  generosity,  ofiered  to  sell  them,  to 
be  freed,  for  81,000,  only  tAvo-tifths  ot'  their  estimated  market 
A'alue.  A  negnj  tradei-  bought  them,  and  ])ermitted  Ellen  to 
go  Xorth  and  raise  the  mt)ney  to  redeem  them.  Her  nu>sion 
Avas  successful,  and  they  now  are  free. 

The  neAvs]»a]>ers  mention  a  suit  for  freedom  AAdiich  has  been 
in  the  Missouri  Courts  for  sixteen  years.  The'  plaintift',  Char- 
lotte, claimed  as  a  Slave  by  one  Chouteau,  has  four  times 
gained  lier  cause  in  the  loAver  Court  ;  and  as  often  it  has  been 
appealed.  Three  times  it  has  been  sent  back  for  a  new  trial  ; 
the  Su])reme  Court  — if  its  i-uling  is  correctly  stated  —  seeming 
to  shift  its  ground  on  ])ur]>ose  to  defeat  lier  claim  ;  holding  the 
Court  below  to  be  in  error,  the  first  time  in  deciding  that  the 
law  of  Canada  conceniing  Slavery  Avas  matter  for  the  CV)urt  and 
not  the  Jury  to  consider ;  the  second  time,  in  deciding  that  it 
was  for  t)u'  Jury  and  not  the  Court  ;  and  the  third  time  as  the 
first.  Decision  on  the  fnirth  ajijieal  is  not  yet  announced. 
The  defendant  is  said  to  be  a  millionaire,  and  yet  he  cann<»t 
afford  to  let  one  ]ioor  Avoman,  A\iiom  he  calls  his  jirojierty,  en- 
joy in  ]»eace  the  right  to  lierself  Avhich  the  Courts  aAvard  her. 


84  REPORT. 


Fugitive  Slave  Cases. 

It  will  not  1)0  thou'jht  straiicre  tliat  the  Slaves  arc  not  always 
disposed  to  wait  tor  either  tlieir  niastei"S  or  the  Courts  to  give 
them  freedom,  but  sonu'times  try,  instead,  to  take  it  for  them- 
selves, when  o])])ortmiity  oeeurs  for  (h)ing  so  in  a  quiet,  unobtru- 
sive way.  The  ■'  Underground  llailroaiT'  appears  to  have  V)eeu 
doing  a  large,  and  generallv  successful  business,  durinir  the  vear. 
We  hear  of  fre(|uent  emigrations  northward,  and  of  comparatively 
few  returns.  Indeed,  the  fre<[uency  of  selt-emancijiation  by  this 
method  is  one  avnwed  main  reason  for  the  movements  lately 
made,  in  several  Slave  States,  to  drive  out  or  enslave  the  free 
colored  people.  Tlu-y  are  suspected  of  assisting  in  the  secret 
exodus  of  their  brethren  from  the  house  of  bomlage  ;  and  it  is 
thought,  no  doubt,  a  profitable  if  not  a  rigliteous  mode  of  pun- 
ishing that  crime,  to  put  the  offender  in  the  phice  which  he  has 
helped  another  to  vacate. 

One  thing  is  noticeable,  unless  we  en*,  in  regard  to  .hese 
escapes  of  Slaves  ;  that  oftener,  hstely,  than  in  former  years,  num- 
bei"s  go  off  together.  Last  June,  for  instance,  one  Southern 
j)aper  told  of  '"nine  or  twelve"'  who  had  left  Loudon  County, 
Virginia,  in  a  body;  in  August,  comes  another  Avith  the  news  of 
"  ten  in  one  stampede  from  Barbour  County  ;"  and  a  week  later, 
four  are  off  from  Hampshire  County.  Then,  in  Xovember,  teu 
escaping  from  \'irginia,  were  overtaken  in  Fayette  County, 
Pennsylvania,  when  a  (h-sperate  tight  ensued,  and  the  pursuei-s 
were  driven  back  ;  one  master  owing  his  return  alive  to  one  of  his 
own  Slaves  in  the  escaping  party,  who  stepped  in  to  protect  him 
from  another  Slave'-;  attack.  The  next  news  of  the  fugiti\es  — 
no  longer  Slaves  —  is  of  their  reaching  Canada  about  the  end 
of  the  month.  A  company  of  seventy  from  Missouri,  as  the 
Keokuk  (iazette  informs  us,  passed  on  a  Sunday  morning,  near 
the  end  of  ]\Iarch,  through  Burhngton,  Iowa,  on  their  way  to  a 
land  of  freedom. 

Some  instances  of  narrow  escape  from  recapture  are  men- 
tione<l.  One,  which  occured  last  spring,  in  Cincinnati,  was  of 
"apei-fectly  white  woman  "  from  Kentucky,  "so  Caucasian  in 
a))pearance,"  says  the  Cincinnati  Gazette,  that  she  traveled 
unsuspected  on  the  cars  from  Lexington.     Her  master's  son  and 
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two  or  three  other  men  pursued,  and  findinsi  her  one  Sunday 
eveninc^  in  the  street,  returning  from  a  religious  meeting  with 
several  other  women,  tried  to  seize  her.     She  resiste<l  stoutly, 
and,  while  two  jtolicemen  who  came  up  were  remonstrating  with 
the  men  for  "■  abusing  the  ladies,"  she  slipped  off  w^ithout  Avait- 
ing  for  them  to  explain,  and  was  next  heard  of  at  the   northern 
terminus  of  the  "•'  Underground.'"     Last  fall,  a  man  and  his  wife, 
from  Missouri,   were   followed  to  Chieago,  and   traced  to  the 
house  at  which  they  had  stopped  ;  but  they  ])assed  out  at  a  back 
<h»or  while  their  pursuers  were  watching  the  house,  and  made 
good  their  retreat  to  Canada.     In  September  last,  a  man  esoajied 
from  Wilmington,  North  Carolina,  by  hiding  in  a  vessel   bound 
for  some  ]»ort  in  Connecticut.     Wlien  found,  he  had  been  twelve 
days  on  board,  living  on  "two  pounds  of  crackei-s  and  a  piece  of 
cheese.""     Arriving  shortly   after,   ofi"  the    entrance    of  Mystic 
river,  he  swam  ashore  while  the  captain  was  gone  to  tind  an 
officer  in  Avliose  charge  to  ])lace  him.     The   cajitaiii  hastened  to 
New  London  to  make  etinrts  for  retaking  him,  and   ha]i])ening 
to  find  him  there,  brought  him  at  once  before  a  l^niti'd   States 
Commissioner,  at    the  Custom   House.     ^Meanwhile   the  rumor 
spread,  of  what  was  going  on  ;  and  Judge  I>kam»K(;ek,  of  the 
Police  Court,  hearing  of  it,  Avent  to  the  Custom  House,  with  a 
large  number  of  ]irominent  citizens;  and,  on  in«|uiriiig  if  the 
negro  was  a  jirisoner,  was  told  by  the  Collectoi'  that  he  had  him 
in  charge,  as  a  United  States  Commissioner.     The  Judge  then 
asked  the  negro   if  he  wished  to   stay  there  or  go  i'wo.     Tlie 
negi'o  chose  to  go.     "Go  then,"  replie<l  the  Judge;  and  in  s]>ite 
of  some  attemj^s  by  the  Custom  House  officials  to  )>revent  him, 
he  irenf.     Another  fugitive  from  Wilmington  has  since  escaped 
in  the  same  way.     Concealed  on  l)oard  a  Boston  brig,  he  had 
been  two  days  out  when  he  was  found.     The  captain,  like  a  law- 
abiding  patriot,  at  once  attempted  to  retuin  ;  but  the  south-west 
wind  prevented.     He  then  bore  uj)   tor  Norfolk,  Mrginia ;  but, 
Avhen  within  five  miles  of  that  ]>ort,  was  met   by  a  gale  from 
the  north  Avhich  drove  him  out   t(»  sea.     The  gale  abating,  he 
renewed  the  attempt,  but  head  winds  and  a  scarcity  of  ]>rovis- 
ions  forced  him   at  last  to  give   it   u]i  and  jmrsue  his  voyage. 
While  coming  u))  Boston  harbor,  the  fugitive  esca](e(l  at   night 
to  Lovelfs  Island,  and  before  he  was  missed  had  hailed  a  ])assing 
sloop,  which  took  him  to  the  city,  where  he  amved,  a  freeman. 
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on  the  26tli  day  of  Decemhcr.  X(>w>;  that  a  Shivo  wns  on  the 
brig  preceded  him,  and  steps  to  rescue  him  were  pronij)tly  taken. 
Judge  KussELL  issued  a  writ  of  habeas  coi-jnis,  and  with  tlie 
sheriff  and  his  posse,  went  downi  the  harbor  and  boarded  the 
brig;  but  tbuml  that  the  man  ha<l  already  served  his  own  orig- 
inal writ,  and  taken  his  body  into  liis  own  keeping. 

Less  fortunirte  was  a  poor  feUow  who  attempte<l  to  escape  in 
like  manner  froni  Mobile,  last  August.      lie   was   discovered 
when  only  a  day  or  two  out,  and  wa.s  immediately  carried  back. 
The  Mobile  IteyiMer  was  touched  with  a  lively  sense  of  the 
merit   of  the    worthy   captain,    S A:\trEL   G.    FA!R<:nii,i),   who, 
"whether  or  not  he  will  receive  that  reward  which  is  due  him 
from  all  Slaveholders,  has  still  the  satisfaction  of  feeling  that  he 
has  done  all  his  duty,  and  even  more  ;  for  instead  of  landing 
the  negro  at  some  southern  port,  convenient  on  his  route,  which 
is  all  the  law  requires,  he  returned  to  tlie  port  Avhence  the  fugi- 
tive attempted  to  escaj)e."     Sweet  is  the  sense  of  duty  doiu'l  — 
how  doubly  sweet  the   consciousness  of  meritorious  works  of 
supererogation !      "  O,  thrice,  yea,  four  times  happy,*'    Captain 
F.vikciiild!      If  Mobile  dollars  pay  not  thy  most  generous  seli- 
sacrifice  in  bearing  back  the  bondman   to  his  chains,  still  shall 
the  dulcet  voice  of  an  approving  conscience  chec-r  thee;  and  in 
thy  silent  musings  thou  shalt  hear,  perhaps,  another  voice,  in 
accents  clear,  proclaiming,  "inasmuch  as  thou  hast  done  it  unto 
one  of  the  least  of  these,  my  brethren,  thou  hast  done  it  unto 
me."      Another  instance  of  alacrity  in  the  discharge  of  sacred, 
constitutional    obligations    must  not    be   left   unnoticed.     Two 
Slaves,  who  had  escaped  to  Canada,  returned  to  Cincinnati, 
about  the  end  of  August,  to  sliow  some  friends  the  road  to 
freedom.     Betrayed  by  a  colored  man,  whom  they  had  trusted, 
they  were  seized  and  <lragged,  at  a  late  hour  in  the  evening, 
before  Commissioner  Xewhall,  who  at  tirst  demm-red  to  acting 
at  so  late  an  hour,  but  vnelded  when  the  Slaveholder  insisted  on 
his  rUjhts  ;  performed  his  task  with  due  celerity,  and  at  mi<l- 
night  gave  the  prey  into  the  spoiler's  hand.      But,  atler  all,  a 
great  lack  of  zeal  among  the  northern  people,  generally,  in  this 
Union-saving  work  of  Slave-catching,  must  be  inferred  from 
such  infrequency  of    its  itertbrmance,  that,  though    we    have 
looked  through  the  journals  of  the  year  past  with  some  care, 
we  have  found  mentioned  in  them  only  ten  or  twelve  cases  of 
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actual  reenslavement  of  fugitives  who  had  reached  a  Northcni 
State.  And  the  ])rocess  seems  expensive,  when  successful ;  for 
we  leaiTi  from  a  Virginia  ]  taper  that  it  cost  two  thousand  dollars 
to  get  back  a  com])any  of  seven,  last  fall,  though  they  were 
taken  within  tliirty  miles  of  where  they  fled  from.  The 
chances  of  success,  moreover,  in  this  kind  of  work,  are  not  appa- 
rently imj)roving. 

A  case  was  lately  tried  in  Philadelphia,  intensely  interesting 
and  exciting  in  its  progress,  and  eminently  cheering  in  itstenni- 
natidii.     One  Daniel  Wehster,  claimed  as  a  fugitive  Slave  from 
Virginia,  was  arrested  in  Harrisburg,    on  Saturday    morning, 
April  second,  and  conveyed  to  Philadelphia,  where  the  fiiends 
of  freedom,  infonned  by  telegrajjh  of  the  arrest,  were  taking 
measures   to   contest   the    claim ;   engaging  able  counsel,   and 
making  all  the  ]»re])aration  for  a  stout  defence  which  their  brief 
time  an<l  scanty  knowledge  of  the  case  ]»ermitted.      For  coun- 
sel, they  retained   Wm.  S.  Peik<k,  an   ever-ready  volunteer  for 
sucli  a  service  ;  and  Gkori.e   II.  Eaklk,  whose  bearing  in  the 
trial  proved  that  it  was  fur  no  laek  of  good  will  to  the  work,  if 
this  was  hislirst  essay  in  it ;  and  Edwaiid  IIoprER,  who,  if  ever 
man  had  a  legitimate  inheritance,  inherits  a  good  title  to  the 
cham])ionshi])  of  those  in  danger  of  enslavement.     The  captive, 
manacled  and  giianled   by  tlic  Marshal  ^and  his   posse,  amved 
early  in  the  afternot>n,  when  a  friend,  concerned  in  his  defence, 
Mas  allowed  to  see  and  talk  Avith  him  in  })resence  of  the  officers, 
but  the  ]»rivilege  which  a  murderer,  awaiting  trial  would  have  had, 
of  privately  conferring  with  his  counsel,  was  denied  him.      The 
remonstrance  of  his  friend,  huwevei-,  did  avail  to  get  his  manacles 
removed,  and  to  draw  from  the  Marshal  a  sort  of  graft' apology 
for  having]  tut  them  on.    lie  was  soon  after  brought  before  Com- 
missioner LoxGSTKETii,  and  the  claimant's  founsel,  Bex.iamix 
H.  Bra:wsTEii,  urged  a  ''jtrctmpt  and  summary"  disposal  of  the 
case.     The  prisoner's  counsel  asked  delay  to  give  them  time  for 
prejtaration,  and  because  two  of  them  were  called  away  that  af- 
ternoon, by  previous  engagements,  and  the  third  was  innvilling 
to  jtroceed  alone.     After  some  debate,  and  an  affimiation  by  the 
]>rLsoner\s  friend,  J.M.  McKiM,  that  word  by  telegrajih  from  Har- 
risburg gave  reason  to  exjtect  important  testimony  by  another 
<lay,   the   Commissioner   granted   a   continuance   till    ]\Ionday 
moniing.     By  that  time  all  the  city  was  aroused.     The  jdace  of 
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trial  was  densely  crowflod,  and  not  a  hnndrodth  pnVt  of  those 
Avho  wished  could  £r:^in  admission.  The  moral  worth  niid  best 
respectability  of  Phihidelphia  were  as  fully  represented  as  the 
limitation  of  s])ace  allowed.  True-heaited  men  were  there,  and 
noble  women,  not  a  few.  Bound  by  the  force  of  ircnerous  feel- 
inir,  ^nd  clear,  strong  sense  of  riiiht,  to  cfive  the  riLrhteous 
cause  what  aiil  tlieir  ]>resence  an<l  a  show  of  lively  spnpathy 
could  {jive  in  its  afiparent  peril ;  to  cheer,  with  what  encourage- 
ment they  miifht,  the  drooping  spirit  of  the  seemincjly  doomed 
victim  of  a  wicked  law.  The  well-kncnvn  Abolitionists  of 
Philadel[)]ua  and  its  neiirhborhood  were  there,  of  course,  but 
many  more  were  with  tlu-m  there,  in  heart  and  soul,  as  well  as 
body.  LiTRETiA  MoTT  sat  at  the  prisoner's  side  throuirh  all 
the  trial.  Among  the  sympathizers  with  him,  was  an  aunt  (^f 
the  Commissioner.  It  was  plain  that  if  anotlier  victim  must 
be  laid  upon  the  Southern  Moloch's  altar,  at  least  it  should  be 
done  l>efore  no  mean  array  of  witnesses,  and  with  a  sense  of  the 
responsibility  which  such  an  act  incurs  to  public  sent'ment,  as 
well  as  law. 

Monday  forenoon  was  spent  in  the  reading  of  the  claimant's 
papers,  aad  debating  the  objections  of  the  prisoners  counsel, 
who  were  watchful  to  detect  and  quick  to  expose  eveiy  real  or 
apparent  flaw,  and  succeeded  in  getting  one  document  ruled 
out.  The  claimant  alleged  that  Daniel  had  escaped  in  1854; 
and  in  the  afternoon  brought  witnesses  to  prove  this  fact,  and 
the  prisoner's  identity.  Tliese  were  all  Virginians,  and  most  of 
them,  as  it  came  out  on  cross-examination,  had  some  pecuniaiy 
interest  in  the  issue.  One  was  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
and  thought  he  had  "experienced  a  change  of  heart;"  was 
conscientious  about  swearing,  so  affirmed,  instead ;  but  as  his 
testimony  showed,  was  not  so  scrupulous  about  lying ;  tor  when 
Daniel  was  arrested  he  told  the  bystanders  that  it  was  for  burtr- 
lary  —  fearing  a  rescue  if  the  real  cause  were  known.  The  \v\i- 
nessea  were  positive  as  to  both  identity  and  the  time  of  the 
escape.  Wlien  the  testimony  closed,  the  afternoon  being  spent, 
the  prisoner's  counsel  asked  for  an  a<ljoumment.  BRE^ysTER  ob- 
jected, and  again  insisted  on  the  claimant's  right  to  a  "summary" 
proceeding;  but  the  Commissioner  adjourned  to  four  o'clock 
the  next  afternoon.  When  that  time  came  the  scenes  within 
and  around  the  Court  room  were  the  same  as  on  the  former 
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day.  After  some  time  consumed  in  settling  preliminary  ques- 
tions, the  witnesses  for  the  defence  were  called.  The  first,  an 
aged,  venerable-looking  colored  man,  a  minister  in  the  Metho- 
dist Church,  testified  that  he  had  known  Daniel  in  Ilarrisburg, 
in  1853,  and  had  employed  him  in  the  digging  of  a  cellar  for  a 
house  which  he  had  built  that  year.  The  dates  in  a  recei]it 
book,  which  he  ])resented,  corroborated  his  testimony  as  to  the 
time.  lie  stood  a  severe  cross-examination  of  two  hours  and  a 
half  so  admirably  well,  that  even  his  examiner  was  constrained 
to  say  that  he  believed  him  to  be  a  truthful  and  conscientious 
man.  The  other  Avitnesses  confinned  his  testimony,  with  added 
circumstances.  Then  the  Commissioner,  at  Earle's  request, 
measured  the  prisoner's  height,  and  found  it.  when  his  boots 
were  on,  five  feet  ten  iiu-hes;  an<l  when  they  wei'e  oK,  five 
feet,  eight  inches  and  nine-tenths.  The  claimant's  papers 
described  a  man  five  feet  seven  or  eight  inches  high. 

The  Commissioner  aimonnced  that  he  would  close  the  trial  at 
that   sitting.       Some  testimony  was  given  to  rel)ut  that  of  one 
of  the  ]iri>oner*s   witnesses,  but   m)ne  whieh   touched  the  state- 
ments of  the  first  and  most   important.      At  half-past  twelve,  a 
brief  recess  was  taken;  then  came  the   arguments  of  counsel, 
filling  up  tlie  time  till  after  sunrise  ;  Bkewstek  consuming  three 
hours  for  the  claimant,  and  Eaele  and  Peikce  about  one  each 
for  the  defence.      Both  sides  were  ably  argued;  but  on  one  it 
was  an  able  stating  and  applying  of  the  letter  of  the  law,  regard- 
less of  its  moral   character;  a  shrewd  defence  of  barbarism  and 
iniquity  embodied  in  the  statute ;  on  the  other,  eloquence,  and 
loffic,  and  letxal  acumen,  were  all  informed  Mith  the  wann  life 
of  justice  and  humanity.     While  Earle  and  Peirce  drew  inspi- 
ration from  theif  cause,  which  rendered  them  its  not  unworthy 
champions,  Brewster  could  only  earn  the  equivocal  ])raise  of 
having  "•made  the  best  of  a  bad  cause."      Yes,  one  thing  more 
he   eanied  —  his   fee  of  8-(JU  —  and  worked  cheaply  at  that, 
taking  into  the  account  the  wear  and  tear  of  manhood  incident 
to  such  a  task.      The  prisoners  counsel  took  the  ampler  com- 
pensation of  their  voluntary  labor,  in  coinage  such  as  generous 
hearts  ajijjreciate,  but  no  mint  scales  weigh.      And  now,  the 
conflict    o\'er,   after   a   session    of   fourteen    hours,   from    ibur 
o'clock  on  Tuesdav  afternoon,  throuijhout  the  whole  of  which 
the  prisoner's  friends  had  been  steadfast  at  their  post,  and  none 
12 
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"with  fimitT  constancy  or  more  wakoftil  vig^ilance  and  untiring 
interest  tlian  the  band  of  faithful  women,  all  were  relieved  at 
six  on  Wednesday  morning,  by  an  adjournment  to  four  in  the 
atlemoon,  for  the  rendering  of  the  decision.  Meanwhile  it  was 
awaited  with  intense  anxiety.  One  token  of  the  widely  preva- 
lent feeling  was  exhibited  at  the  mid-day  revival  prayer  meeting, 
in  Sansom  street,  in  the  suspension,  for  that  day,  of  the  inter- 
dict of  "controverted  topics,"  that  prayer  might  be  offered  for 
the  deliverance  of  Daniel,  At  four  o'clock,  the  Court  room  and 
the  street  were  thronged  again.  All,  for  a  time,  was  silence  and 
suspense,  while  the  Commissioner  was  reading  his  opinion,  and 
none  dared  hope  for  a  tavorable  conclusion ;  but  when  the  end 
began  to  be  foreshadowed,  and  soon  might  be  anticipated  with 
scarce  a  doubt,  hardly  could  the  expression  of  intense  feeling  be 
kept  down  until  the  last  Avords  came  ordering  the  prisoner  to 
be  discharged!  —  and  then  rolled  out  the  jubilant  acclaim,  from 
full  liearts,  pouring  forth  full-voiced,  peal  after  peal ;  a  signal 
ti'om  an  open  window  told  the  glad  tidings  to  the  crowded 
street,  which  answered  -with  a  roar  of  exultation ;  from  street 
to  street,  from  square  to  square,  flashed  the  electric  thrill,  and 
all  the  city  was  alive  with  joy.  The  colored  people  calU-d  for 
Daniel,  and  as  he  came  out  a  free  man,  they  overwhelmed  him 
with  congratulations,  place<l  him  in  a  can-iage  standing  near, 
removed  the  horses,  and  all  who  could  get  near  enough  laid 
hold  and  drew  him  dovra  the  street  in  triumph.  So  Daniel 
was  deli\'ered  from  the  den.  God's  angels  had  gone  in  and 
shut  the  lions'  mouths,  and  he  walked  out  unhurt,  in  sight  of  the 
rejoicing  multitudes. 

On  Friday  evening,  a  large,  enthusiastic  and  effective  meet- 
ing, held  in  Sansoni  Hall,  improved  the  occjfcion  to  promote 
the  interests  of  the  Anti-Slavery  cause.  A  mob  attempted  to 
<listurb  the  meeting,  but  was  promptly  put  down  by  the  police. 
Had  anything  been  wanting  to  the  com|)letenes8  of  Wednesday's 
victory,  it  was  now  supplied.  For  the  first  time,  the  Fhiladel- 
])hian  authorities  had  put  down  a  Pro-Slavery  mob.  The 
I'hiladelphia  Female  xVnti-Slavery  Society,  which  lets  no  event 
related  to  our  cause  go  by  without  a  proper  pointing  of  its 
moral,  at  its  next  meeting,  in  the  following  week,  unanimously 
adopted  a  preamble  and  resolutions,  denouncing  the  late  trial  of  a 
man  on  the  charge  of  being  a  Fugitive  Slave,  as  disgraceful  to  the 
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city  and  an  insult  to  the  State ;  an  outrage  on  humanity  and  a 
heinous  sin  against  God ;  expressing  joy  at  the  deliverance  of 
Daniel  Webster,  but  regret  that  it  was  not  because  he  is  a 
man,  but  only  because  he  was  not  identified  with  the  Slave  the 
claimant  sought ;  commending  the  Commissioner's  restoring 
him  to  freedom,  but  solemnly  remonstrating  against  liis  pennit- 
ting  such  a  cause  to  be  tried  before  him,  and  his  holding  an 
oftice  which  requires  him  to  execute  the  infamous  Fugitive 
Slave  Act ;  thanking  Messrs.  Peiece,  and  Eakle,  and  HorPEU, 
who  without  }>ecuniary  recompense  had  advocated  the  defend- 
ant's claim  to  liberty,  with  eminent  ability  and  zeal,  laboring  with 
umvearicd  assiduity  by  day  and  by  night  in  his  behalf;  alluding 
to  the  misconduct  of  the  United  States  officers  during  the  trial, 
and  to  the  subsequent  attempt  of  a  mob  to  wrest  the  right  of 
free  s])eech  from  the  citizens  assembled  in  an  Anti-Slavery 
meeting,  as  showing  immistakably  the  cowardice  and  fury  of 
the  Slave  Power;  and  declaring  that  this  attem]>t  to  kidnaj*  a 
man  "on  our  own  soil,"  should  arouse  a  determination  to  en- 
deavor to  p'rocure  the  repeal  of  the  Fugitive  Slave  Statute,  and 
to  obtain  from  the  State  Legislature  the  ])assage  of  a  law  for- 
bidding that  Pennsylvania  shall  be  a  hunting-ground  for  Slave- 
catchers. 

Rescues  and  tueik  Consequences. 

On  the  13th  of  last  September,  John  Rice,  a  colored  man, 
living  at  Oberlin,  Ohio,  was  decoyed  from  the  village  on  pretence 
that  he  was  wanted  by  one  Boynton,  a  fanner  in  the  neighbor- 
hootl,  to  dig  potatoes.  Wliile  riding  out  with  Boynton's  boy, 
the  l)earer  of  the  message,  he  was  met  a  mile  or  t^\  o  fi-om  town, 
by  two  Slave-hunters,  (who  had  hired  the  boy,  for  820,  to  do 
their  treacherous  errand ;)  was  hurried  off  to  WeUington,  the 
nearest  station  on  the  Cleveland  and  Columbus  railroad,  and  con- 
fined in  a  tavern  to  await  the  next  train  for  Columbus.  When 
the  alarm  reached  Oberlin,  there  was  great  excitement  and  an 
eager  rush  in  pursuit.  People  along  the  road  and  in  Wellingtou 
joined  the  i>ursuers;  the  tavern  was  surrounded,  and  a  Justice 
of  the  Peace,  with  several  assistants,  went  in  to  hold  a  jtarley 
Avith  the  kiilna])pers.  They  found  the  colored  man  in  the  keeping 
of  a  Deputy  Marshal  of  the  United  States,  named  Lowe,  and  his 
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apsist:int,  Davis,  and  two  Kontuekians,  Jknnixgs  and  3Iit(  hkll, 
who  claimed  him  as  a  runaway  Slave  of  one  Bacox,  of  Kentucky. 
The  Marshal  showed  a  warrant  from  a  United  States  Commis- 
sioner in  Columbus,  for  the  arrest  of  Bacox's  Slave  ;  but  as 
Commissioner  and  Marshal  both  were  of  the  Southern  District 
of  Ohio,  neither  had  anv  len^al  authoritv  in  Oberlin  or  Wellincr- 
ton,  which  are  within  the  Xorthern  District.  Jexnixgs  had  a 
power  of  Attorney  from  BAfox,  to  take  his  Slave,  but  it  does 
not  appear  tliat  he  exhibited  it.  .Vfter  an  hour  or  two  of  par- 
ley, the  out-door  crowd  becomin*^  impatient  and  clamorous,  the 
Slave-luiiiters,  fearin^c  lor  themselves,  >i-ave  up  their  captive,  who 
Avas  rapidly  conveyed  t«>  parts  unknown. 

On  the  Gth  of  December,  the  (iiand  Jury  of  the  Unite<l 
States  District  Court,  sitting  at  Cleveland,  indicted  thirty-seven 
allejred  ])articipators  in  the  rescue;  a  tew  of  Wellins^ton,  but 
most  of  Oberlin.  .Vniong  them  were  Professor  Peck,  of  Ober- 
lin College,  several  Theological  students,  and  others  of  the  most 
respectable  citizens.  The  traitor,  Bovxtox,  was  a  member  of 
the  Grand  .Jury.  On  the  moniing  of  the  Sth,  ob'ediert  to  a 
summons  of  Marshal  Jonxsox,  who  ha<l  not  thought  it  needful 
to  arrest  them,  those  of  the  indicted  wlio  reside  in  Oberlin  went 
to  Cleveland  to  a])pear  in  Court,  cheered  loudly  at  their  depart- 
ure by  a  crowd  of  juen  an<l  women  gathered  at  the  station  to 
show  them  sympathy.  The  ^[ayor  and  a  number  of  the  princi- 
pal citizens  volunteered  to  go  with  them,  and  see  them  comfort- 
ably (piartered  or  safely  returned.  In  Cleveland,  too,  they 
met  ex])ressions  of  warm  sympathy  and  approval.  Four  al)Ie 
lawyers  volunteered  to  <lefend  them  without  charge, —  Hon.  K. 
P.  SpArr.nixr.,  Hon.  A.  G.  Kiddi.e,  S.  O.  (Jriswold,  and  F.  T. 
Backus;  of  whom  the  first  is  said  to  stand  nearly  or  altogether 
at  the  head  of  the  Cleveland  bar,  in  age,  experience,  legal  learn- 
ing, and  ability,  and  weight  of  personal  and  professional  charac- 
ter. At  '2  P.  M.  they  were  arraigned,  and  asked  an  immediate 
trial;  but  the  prosecutor  was  not  ready,  —  wished  for  time  to 
send  to  Kentucky  for  witnesses.  Judge  Spaulding  strenuously 
opposed  delay,  but  u  continuance  was  granted ;  and  the 
prisoners,  refusing  to  give  bail,  were  discharged  on  their  own 
recognizances  to  appear  at  the  March  Term.  One  of  the  ac- 
cused, who,  before  the  notice  of  his  indictment  came  to  Ober- 
lin, had  gone  to  take  a  school  in  Franklin  County,  was  there 
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arrcsfcd  in  tlic  nftenioon  of  January  14tli,  by  the  fellow,  Davis, 
■\vlio  was  with  Lowe  at  Wellington  ;  was  manacled,  in  j»rcsence 
of  his  pupils,  thoutrh  he  told  the  rufhan  lie  should  make  no 
resistance  ;  thrown  into  the  Columbus  jail  and  kept  there  until 
3  oVlock  ni'xt  morninL:",  without  food  or  0))portunity  —  for  which 
he  asked  —  to  communicate  with  his  friends  in  the  city;  and 
then  Mas  taken  to  Cli'veland,  where  the  Judge  at  once  dis- 
chai-ge<l  him  on  his  own  recognizance. 

The  tri.ils  were  connnenced  on  the   5th  of  April,  beginning 
with   the   ease   of  Si.Mi:ox  UisiixELL,  driver  of  the   wagon   in 
v.Iiich  John  rode  oil"  after  tlie  rescue.     From  wliat  the  Oberlin 
Ji^raiK/i'list  says  of  the  compositinn  of  tlie  jury,  Ave  gather  that 
the  Marshal  who  liad  suminoiUMl  it  hail  fully  done  his   part  to- 
wards   ;i    coiivietii'ii.      "Gathered    from    the   northern    half  of 
(Jliio,  it  exhibits,  out  of  sixteen    names  on  the  ])anel,  only  one 
from   the   ]kesei-\c.     Taken  tVoni  a  distiiet  which  numbers  tens 
of  thousands  of  Anti-Sla\  I'ry  men,  and  which   is,  by  an  over- 
M'helmiiig  majority,  1  Je]iul)]ican    in   ])olitics,  it  has,  so  far  as  wc 
have   aseertained,  neither  :in  Abolitioni-t  nor  a   Republican   on 
tlu'   li^l."'     If  tliis   result  came  not  of  careful  culling,  was  ever 
cliance   so   marvellous  before?     The  ojiening  of  the   case,  and 
the  hearing  of  testimony  occu])ied  six   or  seven   days,  and  the 
arguments  of  counsel,  al>out  three.     The  District  Attorney  un- 
«lertook  to  ])rove  that  John  was  Ba'-ox's  Slave;  that  Jexxixgs, 
and  not  Lowk,  had  him  in  charge,  holding  him  under  the  valid 
]»owei-  of  attoi-ney,  not  uiuler    the  void  warrant,  and  that  the 
rescuers  were  infoimed  of  this,  and  therefore  took  him  know- 
ingly from  legal  custody.     But   the  evidence  failed  to  sustain 
liis  allegations.     His  Avitnessos  testified  to  having  shown  their 
paj)ers,  but  did  not  say  if/iot  )»a]iei-s;  while  those  to  Avhom  they 
were  shown  testified  that  the  orihj  ])a]ier  exhibited  to  them  wa.s 
the  warrant  in  Lowe's  hands,  that  the  jiower  of  attorney  Avas 
not   s])oken  of"  and  that  Loave,  not  Jexxixgs,  acted  as  John's 
keeper.     A  doubt  of  the  validity  of  the  jiower  of  attorney,  too, 
Avas  r.iised,  because  of  informality  in  execution.     Nor  Avas  the 
]iroof  as  to  identity  lievond  a  question.     Jexxixgs  and  Mitch- 
Ei>T.  swore,  indeed,  tliat  John  was  the  Slave  referred  to  in  the 
])apers.  but    the  jioAver  of  attorney  described  a   copper-colored 
man.  fiAc  feet  eight  oi-  ten  inches  high,  Aveighing  a  hundred  and 
f^ixty  or  a  hundred  and  eighty  i)Ounds;  and  it  Avas  testified  that 
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J<ihn  wns  black,  five  feet  four  or  five  inches  hiiih,  weifrliincr  a 
liundreJ  and  thirty  or  a  hundred  and  forty  pounds. 

The  counsel  for  the  defence  distinctly  took  the  ground  of 
"  Higher  Law,"  saying,  "  however  men  may  sneer  at  it,  they 
must  submit  to  it  or  perish,"  and  "  no  man  who  repudiates  it 
can  be  a  good  citizen  or  an  honest  man."  Judge  Spaulding 
argued  that  the  Fugitive  Slave  Acts  of  Congress  are  unconsti- 
tutional ;  that  the  ruling  of  the  present  Suj)reme  Court  on  cer- 
tain (juestions  touching  Slavery  is  against  all  law  and  prece- 
dent, and  the  exorbitant  power  of  that  Court  is  dangerous  to 
State  and  individual  rights.  He  did  not  argue  thus,  he  said, 
expecting  to  affect  the  Judge's  ruling  in  this  case  but  to  show 
his  o\vn  position,  and  to  agitate  till  right  is  done.  His  clients 
were  not  alone  in  opposing  the  Fugitive  Slave  Law.  Within  a 
few  years  the  District  Attorney  had  sought  his  aid  to  get  a 
nomination  for  Governor  of  Ohio,  on  the  ground  of  opposition 
to  this  law.  It  was  denounced  as  unconstitutional,  t}Tannical, 
and  oppressive,  and  the  fullest  resistance  to  it  was  pledged,  in 
resolutions  unanimously  adopted  by  a  large,  enthusiastic  meet- 
ing held  in  Cleveland,  in  September,  1850.  On  the  Committee 
which  reported  them,  "was  his  Honor,  now  sitting  as  Judge  of 
this  Court." 

The  sjmipathy  of  the  numerous  spectators  of  the  trial  was  evi- 
dently and  strongly  with  the  prisonei-s.  Kiddle  Avas  loudly  ap- 
plauded when  he  said,  with  hearty  emphasis,  that,  law  or  no  law, 
if  the  fugitive  should  come  to  him  for  succor  and  protection,  he 
should  have  them  to  the  fullest  extent,  so  help  him  the  living 
Ood!  When  the  District  Attorney  threatened  to  commit  the 
applauders  if  the  demonstration  were  repeated,  .Judge  Spactldinu 
promptly  avowed  and  justified  his  own  participation  in  it,  and 
declared  his  readiness  to  meet  the  consequences. 

1\\  the  forenoon  of  the  15th,  the  case  was  given  to  the  jury 
with  a  charge,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Backus,  that,  in  order  to 
convict,  it  was  necessary  to  find  it  proved  by  the  prosecution 
that  John  wa.s  held  under  the  power  of  attorney,  and  not  by 
the  waiTant.  But  the  well-selected  jury  knew  wherefore  they 
were  chosen;  and  in  the  afternoon  brought  in  a  verdict  ot 
"  Guilty." 

The  case  of  Charles  H.  Lax(;sto\  was  next  called;  and  it 
now  came  out  that  the  Judge  and  District  Attorney  purposed 
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to  try  all  the  cases  by  the  same  jur}' ;  which  —  as  the  main  facts 
in  all  the  cases  were  the  same  —  had  alrearly,  by  its  verdict,  an- 
nounced tliat  its  mind  Avas  made  upon  all  the  prominent  points 
at  issue.  The  prisoner's  counsel  protested  against  such  a  course, 
as  an  "unheard-of  outrage,"  and  "a  mockerj'  of  justice."  The 
Court  persisting,  SpAULDiNa  said  the  accused  would  call  no 
witnesses,  and  make  no  defence  before  such  a  jury.  "Then," 
rei)lie'l  the  District  Attorney,  "I  ask  the  Court  to  order  these 
men  into  the  custody  of  the  Marshal;"  —  which  was  immedi- 
ately done.  At  the  demand  of  their  counsel,  their  recognizances 
Avero  then  canceled,  and  the  Court  adjourned  to  Monday,  the 
ISth.  As  the  prisonei-s  declined  to  give  bail,  or  enter  recog- 
nizances, or  even  acccjit  the  Marshal's  otier  to  let  them  go 
home  on  their  sim])le  promise  to  return  on  Monday  morning; 
saying,  with  thanks  for  his  courtesy,  that  since  the  District  At- 
torney had  ])laced  them  in  his  custody,  they  would  stay  there 
till  relieved  in  due  cour-e  of  law;  tiny  AV(re  at  cmce  conducted 
to  the  county  jail.  The  slu'riti",  after  consultation  Avith  the 
County  Commissioners,  consented  to  receive  them,  not  as  ])ris- 
o)R'rs,  but  as  guests,  :ind  gave  them  such  accommodations  as 
his  sitling-rooiu  and  ehambers  could  aftonl. 

On  ^Monday  the  contest  Avas  renewed  about  the  jury.  Judge 
Spauldino  challenged  the  array,  and  after  some  time  spent  in 
the  controversy,  the  Judge  gave  Avay  and  ordered  a  ncAv  jury, 
Avhich  the  Marshal  at  once  ])roceeded  to  emjianel.  From  Avhat 
Ave  learn,  it  seems  to  have  been  as  judiciously  select  as  its  pre- 
decessor. 

"While  Langston's  trial  was  proceeding,  measures  were  in 
progress  to  give  the  contest  a  now  asjiect.  Judge  Spaui.ding, 
on  the  21st,  a])] died  to  the  Su]»reme  Court  of  Ohio  for  a  A\Tit  of 
habeas  corjius  on  the  ))risonei-s'  l)ehalf;  claiming  that  the  hnv 
is  unconstitutional  under  Avhich  they  are  im[)risoned,  and  that 
the  State  Court  oavcs  ])rotection  to  the  citizens  of  Ohio,  against 
infringements  of  their  liberty  by  the  Feder.al  Judiciary.  The 
Court  immediately  granted  a  rule  upon  tlie  ^Marshal,  Avhicli  Avas 
served  the  next  day,  to  show  cause  Avhy  the  Avrit  should  not 
issue.  The  Marshal  was  enrageil,  ami  ojienly  declared  that 
neither  Avould  he,  nor  should  the  Sheriff',  ever  take  the  ])risoners 
to  Columbus;  Init  it  Avas  decided,  on  consultation  of  tlie  Federal 
officials,  that  the  District  Attorney  should  appear  beibre  the 


96  KEPORT. 

State  Court,  and  opjiose  the  issuing^  of  tlie  writ.  Before  the 
SLM'viee  ot"  the  rule,  the  ^farshal  had  been  told,  l>y  teI('<;Ta]il), 
that  it  was  coiuiiiijj;  ami  kuowiusx  that  if  a  halx-as  corpus  should 
be  granted,  the  Sheritf  would  obey  it  with  alacrity,  he  souLiht 
to  get  the  prisoners  back  into  his  own  liands.  By  trick  and 
false  pretence  he  succeeded  with  Bushxell,  and  kept  hiui  ille- 
gally confined  in  his  own  room,  the  Sheritf  refusing  to  give  up 
the  mittimus  on  which  the  prisoner  had  been  ])ut  into  his  keep- 
ing, and  claiming  him  as  legally  his  ])risoner  still. 

On  the  25th  and  'Kkh  the  application  for  the  habeas  corpus 
was  argued  at  Colund)us,  and  on  the  '2Sth  the  Court  unani- 
mously decided  to  refuse  it,  on  the  ground  that  as  none  of  the 
prisonei-s  had  yet  been  sentenced,  the  cases  were  still  pending 
in  the  United  States  Court,  ami  it  was  uot  to  be  presumed, 
xmtil  an  actual  decision,  that  injustice  would  be  done  to  the 
parties  there.  This  left  the  <juestion  open  still,  whether  the 
Court  would  grant  the  writ,  if  asked  for,  after  sentence. 
Whether  because  the  habeas  coi-pus  was  refused,  or  Tearing  pos- 
sible unpleasant  consecpiences  of  hiji  illegal  ])rocedure,  the 
Marshal  soon  after  restored  Bcsiinell  to  the  Sheriff.  ^lean- 
while,  the  case  ac<piired  another  complication.  Shortly  before 
the  trials  were  commence(l,  the  Grand  Jury  of  Lorain  County 
unanimously  indicted  Jen'xixus,  Mitchell,  Lowe,  and  D.vvis, 
for  an  attempt  to  kidnap  Jonx  Rice.  Lowe  was  arrested  on 
the  fourth  of  April,  while  on  his  way  to  Cleveland,  and  was 
held  to  bail  in  $1000  to  appear  for  trial  in  the  Lorain  Court,  on 
tlie  17th  of  May.  On  the  -I'ld  of  April,  Jexxings  and  Mrn  h- 
ELL  being  then  in  Cleveland  to  testify  against  the  rescuers,  the 
Deputy  Sherirt"  of  Lorain  went  thither  with  warrants  to  arrest 
them.  To  save  them  from  arrest,  the  District  Judge  committed 
them  to  the  MarshaFs  custody  as  witnesses,  and  they  were 
locked  up  in  his  room  in  the  intermissions  of  the  sitting  of  the 
Court.  On  the  25th,  the  Mai-shal  raised  and  swore  in  a  posse 
of  about  one  hundred  deputies,  to  aid  —  it  was  suspected  —  in 
carrying  out  some  plan  for  the  escape  of  the  Kentuckians. 
But,  if  such  was  his  design,  it  waa  baffled  by  the  vigilance  of 
the  Lorain  Sherifl',  who  set  a  guard  around  the  Federal  building 
and  kept  watch  up(Ui  it  day  and  night,  while  a  strong  force  was 
held  in  readiness  to  suj)port  the  guard,  if  needful.  On  the 
fifth  of  May,  the  Marshal  received  a  letter  from  Attorney  Gen- 
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oral  Blapk,  directin;.'  Iiiin,  in  case  the  State  Court  sliould  issue 
a  writ  of  habeas  corjtu^  for  the  prisoners,  "to  resist  it  at  all  haz- 
ards, and  by  every  means  in  liis  poAver."  That  niirht  the  United 
States  -war  steamer  ]Miclii>_r:i,i  came  into  the  harbor  of  Cleveland 
with  a  force  of  70  to  Km  marines  on  board. 

On  the  sixth  of  May,  four  of  the  rescuers,  from  Wellington, 
Avcrf  ])crsuaded  by  the    !M:irshal  to  ]>lead  "  iruilty,"  and  tlirow 
tlninsi'lvos  on  the  nicic\    of  the  Court.      The  District  Attor- 
iRV  aiiolocfized  for  llnin.   that   tliev  had   been   misled  bv  the 
()l)erlin   "Higher  Law    fniatics; "  and  they  were  sentenced  to 
]tay  a  tine  of  twenty  dollnrs,  and  the  costs,  and  be  imprisoned 
twenty-four  liours.      Tlir  Obcrlin  men  all  stand  firm,  and  show 
no  si^ns  of  yieldintr.      I.ar-je  ]iub]ie  meetiii'jfs  have  been  lield  at 
Oberlin   and  elsewhere,  lo   cIkhm- them  with   ex]>ressions  of  tlie 
Avanuest  symjiathy  and  lieartiest  a])proval,  and  to  denounce  tlie 
tyi-annical  and  unjust  conduct  of  the  j.rosecutinn.     The  Oberlin 
meetiiiLT  al^-o  resolves]    -liiat  we  will  not  fi)rtret  the  families  of 
oui-  friend-,   who  h:i\e   luru    calleil  to   sutler  for   their   work  of 
riiihteousness,  and  we  tmdei-  them  our  svm)>atliy.  and  will  share 
with  them  our  material  su). plies,  Axliile  ile]ii-ived  of  their  natural 
])rovi<U'rs."     A  Commit  Ue    was   aj'j'ointed   to  inquire  into  the 
wants  of  all  Avho  were  th\is  dejirived. 

The  trial  of  Wm.  M.  Cowki.i.y,  in  the  United  States  District 
Court,  at   Cincinnati,   on  the  c-harsxe  of  harboring  and  secreting 
Fugitive  Slaves,  ended  the  *J2d  of  hist  May  in  his  being  sen- 
tenced  to   ten   dollars   tine     and   twenty   days   imprisonment. 
While  in  ])rison  he  was   \i>.itcdbv   troops  of  friends,  eager  to 
show   ajiproval   of  what   be    had   dune.      The  members   of  the 
Unitarian   Conference,  th,>n   in  session  in   Cincinnati,  went  in  a 
body  to  see  him,  and  to   tvstitV.  as  they  did,  in  strong  tenns, 
their   abhorrence  of  the   l.iw    which  had  condemned  him  ft>r  a 
himrane  and  Christian  act.     When  his  tenn  exjjired,  a  torch-light 
procession  of  between   lu  v>  .snil  three  thousand  Gennans,  with 
enthusiasm   unabated    b\  ,-i   drenchinsz  rain,  escorted  him  from 
tlie  jail  to  the  Turnei-s'   U.ill,  where   music  and  speeches  filled 
up  the  hours  of  a  festive   c\  eniuir.      Not  the  least  sjjicy  ]>art  of 
tlie   entertainment   seeiuv    to   have  been   Coxxelly's  showing 
that  the   ••iiime"  forAsf.u!.   he  had  been  jiunished,  was  but  a 
following   of  instruction^   o-.\c;i   by  the  ]>rosecutur  himself,  ten 
years  before.      He  read  ev.nio:-  from  a  paper  edited,  in  1847-8, 
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by  the  prosecuting  Attorney,  in  which  the  duty  of  assisting 
Fufritive  Slaves  was  urijed. 

On  the  '28th  of  May,  a  New  York  schooner,  T.  S.  Lovki,axi> 
master,  homeward  bound  from  Isle  of  Wight,  Va.,  was  seizcil 
in  the  James  River,  by  the  authorities  of  Norfolk,  for  having  a 
Fugitive  Slave  concealed  on  board ;  the  Slave  was  sent  back  to 
bondage,  and  the  captain  and  crew  were  thrown  into  prison  to 
await  examination.  They  were  examined  by  the  Court,  in  Isle 
of  Wight  county,  on  the  6th,  7th,  and  8th  of  July ;  and  jtroved, 
by  testimony  of  "gentlemen  of  the  highest  standing,"  —  so 
says  the  Norfolk  An/us,  all  whose  eyes  were  of  course  wide 
open  to  watch  the  trial,  —  that  they  were  men  of  "exemjilary 
character;"  that  is,  not  that  they  were  honest,  upright,  gener- 
ous, himiane  —  it  does  not  seem  to  have  been  thought  needful 
to  speak  of  qualities  like  these  —  but  that  they  were  notoriously 
Pro-Slavery  ;  had,  both  North  and  South,  defended  "  Southern 
rights  "  agaiust  the  "  Black  Republicans,"  and  "  were  ready  to 
do  so  to  the  last  extremity."  The  captain  "ha<l  been  often 
heard  to  say  that  if  the  Black  Republicans  should  divide  the 
Union,  he  would  go  South  to  live."  This  evidence,  as  it  mani- 
festly should,  convinced  the  Court  and  everybody  else  that  they 
had  had  no  part  in  the  dark  chattel's  criminal  attempt  to  become 
a  man.  They  were  released  on  very  moderate  bail  —  &10U  each 
—  and  would,  the  Argns  thinks,  have  been  at  once  accpiitted, 
had  the  Court  been  sitting  as  a  jury.  But  in  this  testimony 
and  its  consequences,  one  of  the  schooners  men  was  not 
included, —  the  black  cook.  Al\er  the  trial  of  the  whites,  he 
was  brought  in  and  "  made  a  full  confession."  He  siiid  he  was 
only  nineteen  years  of  age,  and  heaiing  from  the  brother  of  the 
Slave  how  bailly  he  was  treated,  his  feelings  were  so  wrought 
upon  that  he  agi-eed  to  run  him  oti"to  New  York.  Without  the 
knowledge  of  another  soul  on  board,  he  hid  him  in  the  forecastle, 
^yiiether  the  youth  of  the  offender,  or  the  unselfish  motive  of 
his  act,  or  his  honest  frankness  \i\  exonerating  his  white  compan- 
ions, or  all  these  considerations  together  moved  the  Court  to 
unwonted  clemency,  the  Argics  does  not  say.  It  tells  us  only 
that  "  the  black  cook  was  sent  to  the  penitentiary  for  ten  years." 
Subsequently  the  captain  and  white  crew  were  acquitted,  but 
the  vessel  was  condemned  and  sold. 

On    the   6th   of  last  June,   Wm.  B.   Baylis,   of  Wilming- 
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ton,  Delaware,  sailed  on  his   homeward   voyage  from  Peters- 
burg, Virginia,  in  a  small    schooner  of  which  he  was  master. 
Five  Slaves  being  missed  in  Petersburg  on  the  same  day,  Bay- 
Lis  was  suspected  of  having  lielped  them  off.     The  next  day,  a 
party  with  an  officer  and  a  search  waiTant  followed,  on  a  steam- 
boat ;  overtook  and  boarded  the  schooner,  and  by  a  strict  search 
found  all  the  missing  Slaves ;  put  them  and  Cajit.  Batlis  and 
his  mate  —  who  made  u])  his  whole  crew  —  on  board  the  steam- 
boat ;  then  took  the  schooner  in  tow  and  returned  to  Peters- 
burg.    A    dense    and    highly  excited  crowd  met  them  at  the 
landing,  and  gi-eeted  the  captives  "v\4th  fierce  outcries  of  vindic- 
tive rage.     Hardly  could  the  Mayor  and  jiolice  protect  them 
from  the  popular  fury  till  they  were  lodged  in  jail.     The  Slaves, 
whose  voyage  towards  freedom  had  ended  so  disastrously,  were 
at  once  surrendered  to  their  masters.     One  of  them  said  that  he 
was  on  his  way  to  join  his  Avife  in  New  York,  whither  she  had 
]u-eviously  esca])ed.     Another  had  already  engaged  a  situation 
as  a  waiter  in  a  hotel  in  Canada.     Cajit.  Jjaylis  was  tried  on  the 
10th,  before  the  Circuit  Coiirt,  convicted  on  live  separate  counts, 
one  for  each  Slave  he  had  tried  to  resctie,  and  sentenced  to  eight 
years'  imjjrisonment  for  each,  or  forty  years  in  all ;   in  etiect,  to 
im])risonment  for  life.     His  wife  is  virtually  made  a  Avidow,  and 
his  children  fatherless.     The  grave  has  swallowed  him  alive. 
Anil    this    is   what    Slaveholding  legislators  and  Slaveholding 
judges  call  justice!     The  London  Daily  News,  commenting  on 
this  sentence,  says,  "  whenever  Americans  assemble  on  the  4th 
of  July,  or  any  other  day,  it  must  surely  be  felt  as  a  national 
disgrace    and  misfortune  that  any  of  their  group  of  rei)ublicH 
shouM  in  this  age  resort  to  severities  of  punishment,  f()r  a  con- 
ventional oftence,  for  which  the  most  retrograde  State  in  P^urojie 
would  be  despised  and  reprobated."     The  mate  was  afterwards 
acquitted  and  discharged,  as  it  aj>])eared  that  he  knew  nothing 
of  the  attempted  escajies,  imtil  the  search  revealed  the  fugitives. 
Near   the    end    of  July,    Hugh    Hazelett,    of  ])orchester 
County,  Maryland,  was  arrested  in  Caroline  County,  Avith  scA'en 
Slaves  Avho  had  escaped  from  Dorchester  a  Aveek  l»efore.     They 
were  all  brought  to  Cambridge,  Avliere,  as  the  Cambridge  Dem- 
ocrat informs  ns,  the  large  and  im.lignant  croAvd  asvenililed  at 
the  news  of  tlieir  arrival,  "Avith  gi-eat  for])earance  "  kejit  itself 
"from  lynching  Hazelett  on  the  sjiot ; "  and  he  was  taken  to  the 
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jail  "and  there  chained  to  the  floor,  to  wait  until  it  shall  be  seen 
what  course  the  law  will  take  in  the  case."  Wim.iam  Buodik, 
a  colored  seaman  from  New  York,  convicted  in  Darien,  Georgia, 
of  helping  Slaves  to  escape,  was  sold,  last  fall,  into  Slavery  for 
sixty-Hve  years,  for  the  amount  of  tine  and  costs  imposed  upou 
him.  Three  free  colored  men,  convicted  in  the  Circuit  Court  of 
Frederick  County,  ^laryhind,  a  few  weeks  later,  were  sentenced 
to  be  sdld  out  uf  tlu-  State,  as  Shives  for  Wiv.  About  the  latter 
part  of  Xovembt  r,  iii<  hard  Calk,  a  free  colored  man  living  near 
Port  Peim,  Delaware,  convicted  of  aiding  the  escai)e  of  a  Slave 
woman,  was  sentenced  to  be  whipped,  to  pay  the  cost  of  prose- 
cution. And  to  be  sold  for  seven  years  within  or  out  of  the 
State. 

When  John-  G.  Fee,  of  Kentucky,  became  an  Anti-Slavery 
man,  he  purchased  of  his  father  the  woman  who  had  nursed  liim 
in  his  infancy,  and  set  her  free.  For  four  years  past  she  has  Uved 
in  Clermont  County,  Ohio;  but  several  of  her  children  —  born 
before  her  liberation  —  an<l  her  grandchiUlren  are  still  Slaves  in 
Kentucky.  For  attempting  to  rescue  them  from  Slavery,  she 
was  arrested  on  the  ixth  of  October  last,  in  Bracken  County, 
Kentucky,  and  kept  in  the  county  Jail  until  the  3d  of  March  ; 
when  she  was  brought  to  trial.  Tlie  jury,  after  being  out  but 
twenty  minutes,  ))n.iiounced  her  guilty;  and  she  was  sentenced 
to  three  years  in  the  penitentiary.  Such  is  Kentucky  law,  for  the 
woman  who  asserts  her  claim  to  her  own  otfs]iring.  A  free  col- 
ored man  in  Washington,  the  husl)and  of  a  Slave  woman,  aud 
whose  children  are  conseijuentiy  Slaves,  was  imprisoned  in  that 
city — the  nation's  capital  —  about  the  first  of  February,  on  a 
charge  of  having  harbored  his  own  son,  reared  by  himself  while 
the  mother  was  at  W(jrk  for  her  master.  The  boy,  having  be- 
come old  enough  to  earn  money  tor  his  "owner,"  whom  he  has 
cost  not  even  the  expense  of  "  raising,"  was  put  out  to  service  — 
the  receiver  of  his  wages  never  thinking,  we  presume,  how  un- 
utterably mean  is  such  a  picking  of  the  pockets  of  industrious 
poverty  —  but  awhile  atler,  it  is  said,  went  back  for  a  few  days 
to  his  father,  who  is  accused  of  having  actually  fed  and  sheltered 
him.  For  this  crime  he  is  held  to  answer,  having  been  released, 
on  bail,  in  the  sum  of  8-000. 
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Southern  Laavlessness  and  Barbarism. 

The  last  year,  like  its  predecessors,  has  brought  us  frequent 
revelations  of  the  barbarizing  influence  of  the  "  peculiar  system  ;" 
and  of  its  tendency  to  practically  annul  all  law  which  is  not  the 
instrument  of  its  own  wickedness,  the  guarantee  of  its  assumed 
"  rights,"  or  at  least  the  tacit  confessor  of  its  su}»reinacy.  A  few 
of  these  we  notice. 

llev.  J.  A.  Todd,  minister  of  the  Putcli  Refonncd  Church  in 
Tarrytown,  N.  Y.,  in  a  letter  to  the  New  York   Trihioit ,  pub- 
lished nearly  a  year  ago,  relates  some  incidents  of  an  excursion  in 
the  South  from  which  he  had  then  recently  returned.     Mr.  Todd 
is  not  an  Anti-Slavery  agitator.     Though  ho  "lias  no  symjiathy 
with  Slavery,''  and  "■hoj»es  that  a  Avise  Providence  will  furnish 
means  to  bring  it  to  an  end,"  yet  he  disa]>]irovcs  the  doctrines 
and  measures  of  Northern  Abolitionists,   and  has '' always  op- 
posed the  introduction  of  the  Slavery  discussion  into  the  Tract 
Society."     Thus  he  exj)ressed  himself  at  the  South,  ]»ut  not  ob- 
trusively, only  in  courteous  resjtonse  to  the  direct  (|uestioning  of 
•Southern  men,  in  private  and    familiar   conversation.     But  all 
his  moderation  of  oj)inion  and  gentlemanly  demeanor  did  not 
save  him  from  repeated  insult,  or  hinder  him  from  reaching  the 
conclusion,  by  his  "own  experience  ami   ol)servation,"  that,  on 
the  Southern  seaboard,  "the  negroes  and  the  whites,  so  far  as  re- 
lates to  the  enjoyment  of  free  s]>eech,  are   all   Slaves  together." 
In  Augusta,  Ga.,  some  civil  answers,  Avhich  he  made  to  ques- 
tions ]»ut  to  him,  raised  such  a  stir  that  a  Committee  of  the 
citizens  was  ai)pointed  to  int'orm  him  that  he  "must  not  express 
any  more  such  sentiments  while  in  that  city."     At  Charlotte, 
N.  C,  while  conversing  one  afternoon  with  two  men  who  had 
invited  him  to  their  office,  he  dissented,  in  rejdy  to  one  of  them, 
from  the  doctrine  that  the  Bi1»le  sanctions  Slavery ;  when  the 
other,  a  Presbyterian  deacon,  too,  rudely  commanded  him   to 
U'ave  the  office.     In  the  eveninir  he  was  Avaited  on,  first  bv  the 
^[arshal   of  the  place,  sent,  as  he   said,  by  the  authorities  and 
citizens;  then  by  a  mob  of  thirty  or  forty  jiersons;  and  told 
that   he  must  leave  Charlotte  in  the  train  which  Avould  ])ass  at 
half  ]>ast  one,  that  night.     lie  had  intended  to  go  l»y  a  train 
four  hours  later,  and  adhered  to  that  intention.     In  the  parley 
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he  was  told  that  nothing  would  be  allowed  to  be  said  there 
against  Slavery,  even  in  private. 

In  the  excitement  caused  by  the  discovery  of  a  Slave  on 
Lovelaxd's  schooner,  the  citizens  of  Norfolk  drove  from  that 
city  Capt.  Willett  Mott  and  Wm.  Dajtn^exbtjrg,  and  ordered 
the  removal  thence  of  two  colored  men,  Edmuxd  AVhite  and 
George  Washixgtox,  on  suspicion,  or  pretence  of  suspicion, 
that  they  had  helped  the  escape  of  Slaves.  Mott  sent  his  wiie 
and  children  to  New  York,  but  went  himself  to  Richmond,  to 
take  advice  of  counsel.  After  nearly  five  months  spent  in  vain 
endeavors  to  procure  a  guarantee  of  protection,  now  from  the 
authorities  of  Norfolk,  and  now  fi-om  the  Governor  of  the  State, 
—  offering  to  abide  a  trial,  cither  judicial  or  by  a  Committee  of 
citizens, —  he  ventured,  on  the  13th  of  October,  to  return  to 
Norfolk,  hoping  to  be  allowed  to  stay  and  take  care  of  his 
abandoned  property.  But  before  the  day  had  passed,  the  signs 
of  purposed  violence  became  so  manifest,  that  he  jielded  to  the 
urgent  coimsels  of  his  tiieuds,  fled  from  the  city,  and  joined  his 
family  in  New  York. 

James  L.  Boweks,  a  worthy  Anti-Slaveiy  man  and  peacea- 
ble "  Friend,"  living  in  Kent  County,  Md.,  was  decoyed  from 
his  house,  late  at  night,  on  the  "iSd  of  June,  by  a  call  for  help 
from  a  man  pretending  to  have  broken  his  carriage  ;  was  seized 
as  he  came  into  the  road,  by  a  gang  ot'  ruffians,  taken  to  the 
woods  half  a  mile  distant,  strippe<l  and  taiTed  and  feathered, 
and  commanded  to  leave  the  State  in  twenty-four  hours.  His 
wife,  who  hastened  to  his  aid  on  hearing  his  outcry,  was  re- 
pelled with  violence  and  insult  while  endeavoring  to  save  him; 
though  her  condition  should  have  shielded  her  from  the  rude- 
ness even  of  ruffianism  itself  The  gang  then  finished  their 
night's  work  by  tarring  and  feathering  a  poor,  old,  dwarfish, 
wayfaring  colored  woman,  "scarcely  weighing  fifty  pounds,''  — 
says  the  Maryland  pajjer  which  records  the  chivalrous  exploit, 
with  evident  a{)proval,  — and  severely  flogging  a  free  negro  in 
whose  house  they  found  her.  The  potent  reiison  for  this  dis- 
])lay  of  Southern  manliness  was  that  the  old  woman  "  leads  a 
migratory  life,"  and  "  her  advent  has  been  followed  "  more  than 
once  "by  the  escape  of  Slaves." 

Instead  of  obeying  the  command  to  leave  the  State,  Mr. 
Bowers  went  to  Chestertown,  the  county  seat,  and  lodged  com- 
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plaint  against  the  authors  of  the  outrage,  and  was  put  under 
bonds  to  appear  and  testify  at  the  October  Terra.  At  the  call 
of  the  State's  Attorney,  who  assured  him  of  protection,  he  re- 
turned, on  the  14th  of  October,  to  the  neighborhood  whence 
he  had  been  driven,  to  attend  to  the  prosecution  of  his  com- 
plaint. The  Slaveholders,  heaiing  of  it,  held  a  conclave  at  the 
county  seat,  and  conspired  to  take  him  from  the  county  before 
the  sitting  of  the  Court,  which  Avas  to  begin  on  the  18th.  That 
day,  at  early  dawn,  a  mob  of  more  than  thirty,  armed  with  guns 
and  ])istols,  and  led  by  a  member  of  Congi'ess,  J.  B.  Ricaud,  sur- 
rounded his  sister's  house,  where  he  was  sto])]ting  with  his  wife, 
wh(i  had  given  birth  to  a  child  two  days  before.  Though  told 
of  her  feeble  state,  the  mob  prepared  to  force  an  entrance,  and 
tlivcatened  to  tear  down  the  house  unless  he  would  come  out. 
Under  solemn  promises  of  protection  he  consented  to  go  with 
them,  and  was  taken  to  the  nearest  railroad  station,  guarded 
bv  the  Conijressman  and  seven  of  his  associates,  fullv  araied, 
and  ]mi  on  board  a  train  for  Wilmington,  Del.,  whence  he  went 
to  Fhiladcljihia. 

In  the  fall  of  1857,  an  old  man  named  Belt,,  and  his  son, 
were  kidnapped  in  Hanison  County,  la.,  and  taken  to  Bran- 
denburg, Kentucky,  and  there  arrested  on  a  wairant,  charged 
with  having  secreted  runaway  Slaves.  They  lay  in  prison  nine 
or  ten  months,  waiting  the  convenience  of  their  captors  to  bring 
them  to  trial.  A  Colonel  Marsh,  of  Harrison  County,  who  had 
interested  himself  to  procure  their  release  on  bail,  was  shot 
down  in  the  street  of  Brandenburg,  and  his  murderer  pennitted 
to  csea])e.  Last  summer,  two  sons  of  Bell,  Horace  and  Johx, 
returned  from  California;  and  one  day  about  the  first  of  August, 
avIr'u  th(;  jailor  of  Brandenburg  and  most  of  the  citizens  were 
absent  at  a  barbecue,  entered  the  town  at  mid-day,  obtained  the 
keys  of  the  j^rison  from  the  jailors  wife,  released  their  father  and 
brother,  and  took  them  home  in  safety.  The  citizens  of  Bran- 
denbui-g  ofiered  a  large  reward  for  the  rescuers.  On  the  23d 
of  October,  Horace  Bell  was  called,  by  some  occasion,  to  New 
Al])any,  la.,  while  the  citizens  were  mostly  out  of  town  attend- 
ing the  County  Fair;  when  he  was  set  upon  by  live  or  six  men 
from  Louisville,  Ky.,  dragged  to  the  ferry-boat,  which  was  in 
waiting  —  the  few  Avho  saw  the  assault  being  told  he  was  ar- 
rested for  murder — and  hurried  to  Kentucky.     There  he  was 
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manacled,  conveyed  to  Brandenbursf,  and  thence,  for  fear  of  a 
rescue,  to  some  place  of  confinement  further  from  tiie  river.  TIk; 
people  of  the  Indiana  shore,  highly  excited,  took  enerLrctic 
measures  for  his  liberation.  A  steamboat  from  New  Allcuiy, 
with  a  larc^e  armed  party  and  a  swivel  on  board,  anchored  be- 
fore Brandenburg  on  the  'iSth,  and  a  delegation  went  on  shore 
to  hold  a  parley.  A  meeting  of  the  citizens  was  called,  and  a 
Committee  chosen  to  confer  with  the  Indianians,  who  threat- 
ened to  blow  up  the  jail  unless  satisfactory  tenns  were  made.  It 
was  at  last  agreed  that  Bell  should  be  released  on  nominal 
bail,  to  be  given  by  citizens  of  Brandenburg,  and  that  the  (iov- 
ernor  of  the  State  should  be  j>etitioned  to  quash  all  ])r(K-eed- 
ings  against  the  Bells.  The  next  day,  Bell  returned  to  New 
Albanv,  and  was  Avelcoraed  with  much  enthusiasm. 

Dr.  Fraxcis  Lieber,  the  well-known  editor  of  the  American 
Encvclopedia,  and  for  a  long  time  Professor  of  Political  Econo- 
my and  Moral  Science  in  a  South  Carolina  College,  was  driven 
from  South  Carolina,  last  summer,  on  account  of  an  Anti-Slaver}- 
article  which  he  published  fitteen  or  twenty  years  ago,  in   the 
Encyclopedia.     Last  fall,   Samuel  Gakker,  a  minister  of  the 
the  Dunker  denomination,  being  on  a  visit  to  his  friends  in  East 
Tennessee,  accepted  an  invitation  to  preach  there,  and  in  his 
sermon  incidentally  alluded  to  Slavery  as  coming  under  the 
head  of  oj^pression,  but  said  it  was  a  subject  on  which  he  -lid 
not  feel  at  liberty  to  speak.     He  was  arrested  and  fined  ^SU, 
though  the  church  to  which  the  sermon  was  preached  unani- 
mously testified  that  he  did  not  preach  sj)ecially  against  Slaver}-. 
The  Richmond   South  mentions  the  imprisonment  of  a  rnan 
named  Crawford,  living  in  Prince  William  County,  Va_  in 
the  early  part  of  last  winter,  accused  of  having  avowed  hira->*flf 
an  Abolitionist,  said  that  a  negro,  who  behaved  well,  waj>  as 
good  as  he,  and  denied  the  right  of  property  in  Slaves.    A  La»ly 
from  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  spending  the  winter  in  Aiken,  S.  C-  in 
company  with  a  sick  daughter  who  required  a  mild  cliniate, 
spoke,  in  a  letter  to  her  brother  at  the  North,  of  the  evil*  of 
Slavery,  as  she  saw  them.    The  letter  was  ])ublished,  and  a  ct.^y 
somehow   reached    Aiken.      The    citizens    met    and   chc»^   a 
committee  to  discover  the  writer.     To  save  trom  threat^.nei 
violence  a  gentleman  who  was  suspected,  the  lady  avowe-i  the 
authorship,  but  said  she  waa  not  privy  to  the  publication.    She 
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"was  perem])torily  commanded  to  leave  tlie  place  in  forty-eight 
houi-s.     In  vain  she  pleaded  for  more  time  on  account  of  her 
sick  daughter,  or  to  obtain  the  escort  of  her   husband.     The 
landlord  of  the  hotel  was  harsher  still.     He  ordered  her  and  her 
sick  child  to  leave  his  house  in  half  an  hour.     How  they  accom- 
plished their  departure  from   among  the  savages  we  do  not 
learn.  1)ut,  a  few  days  after,  her  husband  having  heard  by  letter, 
of  their  situation,  met  them  at   Columbia,  on  their  homeward 
way.     A  Mr.  Hazard,  of  Providence,  R.  I.,  described  as  an  amia- 
ble, quiet  man,  and  an   invalid  withal,  was  rudely  assaulted  by 
the   notorious    Slave  Trader,  Lamar,  threatened  with  tar  and 
fi'athers,  and  driven  from  Savannah,  Ga.,  a  few  weeks  ago,  upon 
the  allegation,  whether  true  or  false  we  know  not,  that  he  had 
written  to  a  Rhode  Island  paper  an  account  of  the  sale  of  the 
Wanderer,   containing    Avhat    Lamar   pronounced    false    state- 
ment >;.    Thomas  B.  Youxg,  "an  estimable  gentleman,''  of  Phila- 
<leljtliia,  eminently  "conservative"  on  the  Slave  question,  Avas 
lately  sent  to  Mississi]»])i  to  arrest  a  citizen  of  Holly  Springs,  in 
that  State,  Avho  had  defrauded  certain  Philadelphia  merchants 
of  several  thousand  dollars.     Armed  with  the  proper  papers,  a 
requisition   from   the   Governor  of  Mississipjii    being   one,  he 
reached  the  place  in  the  latter  part  of  March,  and  took  the 
man;  but  the  jieople  in  a  body  refused  to  give  him  uj),  and 
with  threats  of  A-iolence  comi)elled  the  messenger  to  burn  his 
])a]iers  in  their  presence,  and  give  a  bond  to  leave  the  State 
immediately,  and  never  to  return.     The  reason  they  alleged  for 
this  procedure,  was  —  unfortunately  a  lie  —  that  Philadel])hia 
refuses  to  surrender  Fugitive  Slaves.     Not  far  from  the  same 
time,  one  Carter,  who  by  false  pretences  had  obtained  a  quan- 
tity of  goods  from  a  Philadel)>hia  firm,  was  arrested  in  Ala- 
bama, by  an  officer  sent  fi'om  Pennsylvania,  and  was  taken  to 
Huntsville.     There  the  mob  rose  and  rescued  him,  with  furious 
thieats,  defying  all  resistance ;  and,  the  next  day,  drove  fi-om 
Huntsville   the  only  man  who  had  interfered  to  protect  the 
officer.     The  provocation,  in  this  case,  was  the  attempt  to  pun- 
ish SiiAAv,  in  Pittsburg,  for  kidnapping  Ferris,  claimed  as  a  run- 
away Slave  from  Alabama. 

On  the  11th  of  March,  the  Arkansas  Conference  of  the 
Methodist  Episco])al  Church  North  met,  according  to  appoint- 
ment, at  Bonham,  the  Comity  seat  of  Fannin  County,  Texas. 
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Till?*   roused   the   iro    of  the   SluvehoMers   in   that   rc^non ;  for 
tliout^h  the  Methodist  Church  Xorth  is  far  enough  from  a  ii<_;lit 
])Osition  as  to  Slavery,  yet,  as  it  does  not  explicitly  concede  tlie 
riglitfulness  of  the  system,  but  still  has  in  its  discipline  a  por- 
tion, much  diluted,  of  the  testimony  bonie  by  early  Methodism 
aLjainst  "the  sum  of  all  villanies,"  the   morbid  sensitiveness  of 
Fro-Slaverv  ultraism  sees  in  it  only  i)eril  and  annoyance.      So, 
on  the  12th,  the  citizens  of  Fannin  met  ;  a  fonuidable  arrav  <>{' 
titled   di:^nitaries,  judicial,  military,  and  ecclesiastical,  lending 
what  dignity  and  weight  long-handled  nanu-s  eoidil  len<l  to  the 
assemblage.     Speeches  were  made,  and  re:*,)lutions  inianimously 
adopted,  denouiu'ing  the  ^[ethodist  Church  North  as  ''a  secret 
foe,'' and  its  ministers  as  emissaries  of  Xoi-theni  Abolitionists; 
declaring  that  their  preaching  must  be  stopped,  peaceably  or  l»y 
force;  ]iroposing  "  to  memorialize  the  Legislature  "  for  "a  law 
to  punish  the  utterance  of  such  seditious  sentiments  "  as  thev 
liold ;  warning  the  Bishop  and  ministers  that  the  continuance  of 
their  Conference   would  endanger  the  peace  of  the  community, 
and   pledging  the   meeting  "to  sutt'er  no  public  e.\'])ression  of 
Abolition  tloctrines  in  that  county  to  go  unpunished."     A  Com- 
mittee of  titty   was  appointed  to  wait  on  the   Conference  the 
next  day  —  Sunday  — read  the  resoluti(Uis,  and  "order  the  dis- 
continuance of  their  meetings  in  this  e(»unty  henceforth  and  for- 
ever."     At  the  head  of  this  Committee  was  a  judge  who  "w;is 
lu'ver  in  favor  of  mob  law,"  luit  thought  it  "necessary  that  the 
people    shouM    take    scune    decisive    nu'asure."       On     Sunday 
n\orning  the  mob  Committee  went  to  <lo  its  otfice.      Entering 
the   {)lace  of  worship   as  the   iJishop  was  about  to  begin  his 
sermon,  it  ma<le  known,  through  its  judicial  chairman,  tiie  j)ur- 
port  of  the  resolutions.      .Vfter  some  parley  and  some  threaten- 
ing, the  Bishop  was  permitted  to  conclude  the  services  already 
begun;  but  was  told  that  thereafter  no  meetings  of  his  asso- 
ciates would  l)e  tolerated  in  that  region.     After  the  sermon,  the 
Confereiu'c  consideri'd  what  should  be  done.      It  was  decided 
that  the  members  would  at  once  return  to  their  several  stations 
and  circuits,  and  abide  by  the  decision  of  their  peojjle.     If  the 
people  should  say,  "  stay  and  preach,"  then  they  would  do  so  ; 
if  otherwise,  they  would  yield. 

Among  the  items  of  news  scattered  through  the  papers  of  the 
past  year,  we  find  mention  of  the  murder  of  several  Slaves  by 
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their  masters,  mistresses,  or  other  wliite  persons,  generally  with 
circumstances  of  aggravated  cruelty ;  or  of  trials  for  such  mur- 
ders, committed  in  fonncr  years ;  but  in  no  instance  have  we 
seen  an  account  of  the  punishment  of  the  murderer.  In  some 
cases,  the  accused  were  still  awaiting  trial ;  in  others,  trial  had 
resulted  in  acquittal,  directly  in  thi'  face  of  clear  and  convinc- 
ing evidence.  One  of  this  latter  class  was  that  of  three  men, 
tried  in  Gates  count}',  N.  C,  about  the  midille  of  October,  f<.)r 
the  horribly  cruel  killing  of  a  Slave  ui  the  preceding  August. 
Tlie  narrator  of  the  case,  a  correspondent  of  the  New  York  Tri- 
bune^ writing  from  the  i)lace  of  trial,  says  :  ''not  a  year  ])asses  with- 
out some  cases  of  this  nature  within  this  State."  Another  was 
tried  at  Fayetteville,  X.  C,  in  Xovember,  for  a  similar  murder, 
in  which  three  or  four  white  men  were  concerned,  a  year  and  a 
lialf  before.  But  yt't  more  striking  exhibitions  of  the  prevalent 
]>arb;irism  of  the  Slave  land,  are  given  in  instances  from  time  to 
tune  occurring,  of  the  public  l)urning  alive  of  Slaves  guilty  or 
sus]»eete<l  of  such  crimes  as,  when  committed  i(pon  Slaves,  go 
often  if  not  always,  wliolly  un])unished,  though  worthy  of  the 
])enalties  which  civilized  justice  sanctions.  Two  ca^es  of  this 
kind  have  come  to  our  knowledge  within  the  yeai'.  In  one  of 
these,  related  by  the  Union  Sjirings  (Ala.)  Gazttti.,  of  Decem- 
ber li3d,  a  Slave  who  had  murdered  his  master  was  doomed,  by 
the  unanimous  vote  of  a  pubhc  meeting  of  the  citizens,  tri  be 
burned  alive ;  and,  in  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day,  was  bunied, 
in  the  })resence  of  five  hundred  ])ersons.  The  othei'  case  oc- 
curred at  Troy,  Ky.,  and  is  told  by  a  corres]>ondent  of  the 
!Maysvi]le,  (Ky.)  Eofjle.  On  the  1st  of  Januaiy,  when  the 
annual  negro  sales  had  drawn  a  crowd  together,  eiglit  liumlred 
or  a  thousand  ]>ersons,  instigated  by  James  Calawav,  whose 
brother-in-law  had  l>een  murdered  by  his  Slave  a  few  davs  be- 
fore,  went  to  the  jail,  took  out  the  murderer,  and  burned  him 
to  death  in  the  jail-yard. 


Action  of  States. 

The  Legislature  of  Connecticut,  at  its  last  session,  nearly  a 
year  ago,  initiated  an  amendment  to  the  State  Constitution,  to 
cfive  to  colored  men   the  x'vAiX.  of  suffrac:*-'  in  that  State.     The 
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vote  in  its  ftivor  in  the  House  of  Representatives  was  112  to  94. 
To  become  a  part  of  the  Constitution,  it  must  be  approved  l>y 
two-thirds  of  each  House  of  this  year's  Legishiture,  and  tlicn 
must  be  adopted  by  a  majority  of  the  popuhir  vote. 

Last  fall,  the  Legislature  of  Vennont,  in  answer  to  numerous 
petitions  from  the  people,  passed,  by  decided  majorities  in  both 
Houses,    "An    Act   to  secure  freedom  to    all   persons  in   tliis 
State."      It  provi<les  th:it  "no  person  within  this  State  shall  be 
considered  as  property,  or  subject,  as  such,  to  sale,  purchase,  or 
delivei-y,  or  be  deprived  of  liberty  without  due  i)rocess  of  law  ;  " 
that  by  due  ]irocess  of  law  is  meant  "the  nsiuil  process  issued 
by  the   Courts "   of  the   State ;  that    if  any   person   shall   be 
arrested  on  the  ground  that  he  owes  service  or  labor  to  one  not 
an  inhabitant  of  the  State,  either  i>arty  may  claim  a  trial  l>y 
juiy;  that  the  penalty  for  depriving  or  attempting  to  (lej)rive  a 
person  of  liberty,  contrary    to  the  Act,  shall  be  a  tine  of  not 
more  than    -$2000  nor  less  than    -^500,  and  imjirisonment    not 
exceeding  ten  years;    that  descent  from  an  African,  Slave  or 
free,  or  color  of  the  skin,  shall  disqualify  no  person  for  being  a 
citizen  of  the  State ;  that  every  person  who  has  been  held  as  a 
Slave,  and  who  shall  come  to  or  be  in  the  State,  with  or  with- 
out the  master's  consent,  or  involuntarily,  or  iii  <()iy  way^  s/tdll 
be  FREE  ;  and  whoever  shall  hold  or  attempt  to  hold  such  pei-son, 
or  anv  free  person,  as  a  Slave  for  any  time,  however  short,  under 
pretence  that  such  person  is  or  has  been  a  Slave,  shall  be  impris- 
oned not  less  th.m  one  year  nor  more  than  fifteen,  and  be  fined 
not  more  than  >:-2UU0. 

The  Legislature  of  Michigan,  last  winter,  passed  an  Act  —  the 
vote  upon  it  in  the  House  of  Representatives  being  49  to  27  — 
prohibiting,  on  pain  of  imprisonment  not  more  than  ten  years, 
ami  tine  not  over  -^lUOO,  the  bringing  of  a  colored  person  into 
the  State,  claiming  him  as  a  Slave.  In  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, an  amendment  to  the  Constitution,  striking  out  the 
word  "white"  from  the  article  prescribing  the  (pialitications  of 
voters,  was  proposed  by  a  Select  Committee ;  but  was  indefi- 
nitely postponed  by  39  to  31. 

Petitions,  numerously  signed,  asliing  for  the  enactment  of  a  law 
against  Slave-hunting,  were  sent  to  the  Legislatures  of  Vennont, 
Massachusetts,  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  and  Ohio,  and  perhaps 
some  other  States.      The  answer  of  Vermont  we  have  already 
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criveu.  The  petitions  in  Ohio  were  refen-ed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  House  of  liepivsi-ntatives,  which  reported  that  their  prayer 
could  not  be  granted  without  "  a-palpable  violation"  of  "that 
ever-to-be-revered  instrument,"  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States;  that  "tlie  rendition  of 'fugitives  from  labor'  is  a  sol- 
emn o1)ligation  imposed  by  the  sacred  compact  of  the  Union  ;" 
that  "the  offering  of  such  petitions  indicates  an  unhealthy  and 
rebellious  ])ublic  sentiment,"  —  recommended  that  in  future  such 
jictitiniiv  be  laid  on  the  table  without  eomment ;  and  ])roposed, 
as  a  response  to  these,  a  resolutirm  that  "•tlie  General  Assembly, 
;is  repi-eseiitatives  of  the  loyal  sentiment  of  the  ]»e((ple  of  Ohio, 
are  forever  opjiosed  to  sectional  and  iniconstitutional  legislation, 
and  de])recate  in  future  all  memorials  jiraying  for  such  enact- 
nieiits.'''     The  House  adopted  the  resolution  by  bU  to  17. 

The  Massaeliusetts  ]»etitions,  bearing  more  than  sixtet'n  thou- 
sand names,  were  referred,  in   tlie  House  of  Re]iresentati\  es,  to 
tlie   Committee   on  Fedei'al  Kelations  ;  which   reporte<l,  on    the 
11th  of  31arch,  a  bill,  jivoviding  first,  that  no  ]ierscin  n^w  in  the 
Commonwealth,  oi-  a\  ho  may  hereafter  come,  or  be  brought  into 
it,  shall  be  considered  or  treatetl   as  ]iro])erty;  and  sccotkI,  that 
wiioevei'  shall  arrest,  imprison,  or  carry  out   of   the   Common- 
wealth, or  attemjit  to  do  so,  any  ]»erson  ibr  tlie  alleged  reason 
that   such  jierson  owes  service  or  lal)or.  as  a  Shn  e,  to  the  jiaity 
claiming  him.  shall   be  imprisoned  in   the  State  prison  n(^»t  ex- 
ceeding five  years.     C)n  the  28th   and  29(11   of  March,  the  bill 
was  debated,  ably  and  at  much  length;  and  on  the  30th,  the 
vote  was  taken.     An   amendment,  offered    by  Mr.   Wells,  of 
(in'cnfield,   making  the  ]»ill   comj)aratively  tame  and  pointless, 
-was   ivjected   by  132   to   84.     An  amendment,   moved   by  Mr. 
Gkiffi-N,   of  Maiden,  Avas  adopted  by  124  to  90.     For  the  two 
sections  of  the  original  bill  it  substituted  three ;  the  first,  sul>- 
stantially    the    original    first ;    the    second,  expressly   referring 
to  the  Fugitive    Slave  Acts    of   1793   and    l85li,   and  making 
any    attempt    to    execute    them,  in   the    Conunonwealth,  pun- 
ishable witli  imprisomnent   not  less  than   three  nor  more  than 
twenty  years ;  and  the  third,  in  suljstance  the  original  second, 
save  that  it  in  terms  excepted  from  its  operation  all  acts  done  un- 
der tlie  two  statutes  just  referred  to,  and   made  the  ])enalty  for 
violating  it,  imjirisoniiicnt   for  life    or   not    less   than  ten  years. 
The  bill,  as  thus  amended,  was  then  rejected  by  109  to  100;  two 
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or  three  prominent  Republicans,  who  had  been  at  first  regarded 
as  friendly  to  the  measure,  voting  now  against  it,  contrary,  we 
believe,  to  the  decided  wish  and  expectation  of  most  of  tlieir 
constituents.  They  spoke  "brave  words"  for  freedom  in  the 
debate ;  but  shrunk  from  bravely  backing  them  when  the  ayes 
and  noes  were  called ;  although  conceding  that  the  thiny  sought, 
Massachusetts  means  to  have,  after  some  fashion,  if  not  this. 
One  of  them,  Mr.  Wells,  of  Greenfield,  said,  "  the  sentiment 
of  Massachusetts  undoubteiUy  is,  that  no  Slave  shall  be  carried 
out  of  her  borders."  Nor  did  he  find  fault  with  that  sentiment ; 
but  he  "  would  rather  act  treason  than  ennct  it."  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  Massachusetts  may  some  (^ay  be  blessed  with  leg- 
islators bold  and  frank  enough  to  tv^act  all  the  treason  which 
they  mean  to  act. 

In  the  New  York  House  of  Representatives,  the  i)etition3 
were  referred  to  a  select  Committee,  which,  on  the  "iGth  of  Feb- 
ruary, reported  a  bill  containing  all  the  provisions  of  the  Ver- 
mont law,  with  niufh  severer  penalties;  and,  in  a<l(lition, 
empowering  any  [»erson,  injured  by  a  violation  of  its  provisions, 
to  sue  for  and  recover  damaires  in  anv  Court  of  record  in  the 
State ;  forbidding  any  State  oflicer  to  issue  or  serve  any  pro- 
cess or  grant  any  certificate  under  the  Fugitive  Slave  Bill,  and 
any  person  to  act  as  attorney  or  counsel  for  a  Slave  hunter; 
imposing  a  heavy  penalty  on  any  sherifi",  constable,  or  police- 
luau  aiding  to  arrest,  detain,  or  return  a  Fugitive  Slave ;  and 
requiring  the  Governor,  with  advice  of  the  Senate,  to  appoint 
in  each  county  an  attorney  to  defend  all  persons  claimed  as  Fugi- 
tive Slaves.  By  a  vote  of  Go  to  28,  the  bill  was  made  the 
special  order  for  the  2d  of  March ;  on  the  30th,  the  prohil)ition 
of  acting  as  attorney  for  a  Slave-hunter  being  first  struck  out, 
it  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  by  55  to  16  ;  but  on  the  5th 
of  April,  when  the  vote  was  taken  on  its  final  passage,  it  was 
l(jst  for  want  of  a  two-thirds  majority  —  ayes  55,  nays  -44. 
The  next  day  a  reconsideration  was  moved  and  carried,  by  80 
to  21;  the  bill  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  which,  re- 
ported it ;  and  on  the  8th,  it  waa  again  reported  to  the  House, 
so  modified  as  to  secure  the  necessary  majority.  It  passed,  that 
evening,  by  84  to  22,  shorn  of  a  portion  of  its  strength,  but 
strong  enough  to  make  Slave-catcliing  difficult,  if  not  impossible, 
in  New  York,  had    it    become    a    law ;  and  too  strong  to  go 
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thronijh  the  Senate,  in  the  short  time  tlien  remaining  of  the 
session.  Before  it  went  up  from  the  House,  tlie  unamended  l>ill 
had  been  presented  in  the  Senate,  referred  to  the  Judiciary 
Committee,  and  —  April  8th  —  rei)ortcd  on  unfavorably;  the 
Committee  lif)lding  the  Fugitive  Slave  Act  to  be  binding  on 
the  people  of  New  York,  and  arguing  for  obedience  to  it  in  the 
customary  style  of  Northern,  Union-saving  Pi'o-Slavery  ]ioli- 
tician^.  One  member  dissented  from  the  arguments  of  the  ma- 
jority, but  concurred  in  the  conclusion  that  the  bill  ought  not  to 
])ass.  Next  day,  the  bill  ])assed  by  the  House,  was  sent  uj).  As 
the  juosidiiig  officer  was  about  to  hand  it  over  to  the  Judiciaiy 
Committee,  a  reference  to  a  Select  Committee  was  moved,  and 
carried  by  11  to  10;  and  afterAvard,  on  reconsideration,  cariied 
again  liy  13  to  li*.  The  enemici^  of  the  bill  regarded  this  —  and 
jirobably  aright  —  as  meant  for  a  rebuke  to  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee, for  their  re]iort  upon  the  Senate  bill.  The  session  closed 
a  few  days  after,  without  final  action  on  the  question  of  concur- 
rence. 

On  the  4th  of  A]ii-il,  a  bill  to  autliorize  Ontario  County  to 
lease  a  ]iortiou  of  her  Court  nf>use  to  the  I'nited  States,  being 
l)efore  the  House,  a  motion  to  forbid  its  being  used  for  the  trial 
of  p\igitive  Slave  cases  was  defi'ate(]  by  52  to  35,  and  the  bill 
was  ])assed  by  07  to  24.  The  House,  on  the  IGth  of  ^March,  by 
S3  to  21,  and  the  Senate  on  the  Gtli  of  April  by  18  to  12, 
ado])ted  a  resolution  so  to  amend  the  Constitution  of  the  State, 
as  to  al)olish  the  property  qualification  recpiired  of  colored  vot- 
ers. The  resolution  must  jiass  another  Legislature,  and  be 
ratified  by  a  A'ote  of  the  j)eop]e,  to  become  a  ])ortion  of  the 
Constitution. 

In  Pennsylvania,  a  not  very  stringent  bill  "  for  the  better  pro- 
tection of  ]iersons  claimed  as  F'ugitive  Slaves'"  was  brought  into 
the  Leirislature,  Vuit  we  do  not  learn  that  any  decisive  action 
was  taken  on  it. 

Last  summer,  Wisconsin  gave  another  judicial  response  to 
the  despotic  assumptions  of  tlie  Federal  Courts.  The  State 
Circuit  Court,  by  judgment  in  fivor  of  Siieumax  M.  Booth,  in 
two  rei>levin  suits,  restored  to  liim  the  ])roperty  whieh  had  been 
taken  from  liim  to  satisfy  a  judgment  of  the  United  States  Dis- 
trict Court,  in  an  action  for  damages  on  behalf  of  the  ]»retended 
owner  of  Glover,  rescued  at  Milwaukie,  five  years  ago.    More 
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recently  she  has  spoken  with  decided  emphasis,  Ijotli  in  the 
Legislative  hall  and  at  the  polls,  in  coiifinnatiun  of  her  position 
taken  in  lSo4.  Tlie  Supreme  Court  of  Wisconsin,  liaviuLC  <U'- 
nied  the  rit^ht  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  to 
rejudjTo  its  decision  in  the  Booth  case,  and  havinu'  refuse<l  to 
certify  a  copy  of  its  proceedings  to  that  Court,  to  be  examiiu'd 
by  it,  the  latter  surreptitiously  obtained  a  copy  of  the  record, 
and  thereupon  proceeded,  as  if  the  case  had  regularly  come 
before  it,  to  set  aside  the  judgment  of  the  Wisconsin  Court ;  to 
reiiffinu  the  constitutionality  of  the  Fugitive  Slave  Act;  ami  to 
deny  the  power  of  a  State  Court,  either  upon  a  writ  of  lialx-aH 
<'oq)us  or  upon  any  other  process,  to  inquire  into  the  validity 
of  the  process  by  which  an  officer  of  the  United  States  holils  a 
])erson  in  custody,  or  into  the  constitutionality  of  the  Act  under 
which  the  process  issues.  On  hearing  of  this  action  of  the  Fed- 
eral Court,  the  Legislature  of  Wisconsin,  by  47  to  87  in  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and  by  13  to  12  in  the  Senate,  adopted 
resolutions  declaring  the  "assumption  of  jurisdiction  by  the 
Federal  Judiciary  in  the  case  before  mentioned,  an  arbitrary 
act  of  power,  unauthorized  by  the  Constitution,  virtually  super- 
seding the  benefit  of  the  writ  of  habeas  coqius,  and  theretbn; 
void;  that  the  government  formed  by  the  Constitution  of  the 
L^nited  States  was  not  made  exclusive  judge  of  the  extent  of 
its  delegated  powers,  but  that,  as  in  all  cases  of  compact  among 
parties  having  no  common  judge,  each  party  has  an  equal  right 
to  judge  both  of  infractions  and  of  measures  of  redress  ;  that 
the  princi})le  contended  for  by  the  ruling  party  in  the  nation, 
that  the  general  government  is  exclusive  judge  of  the  extent 
of  its  own  powers,  is  despotism;  that  the  several  States  have 
a,  right  to  judge  of  infractions  of  the  Constitution  ;  and  that  ;i 
positive  defi'tnce,  by  those  sovereignties,  of  all  unauthorized  acts 
done  or  attempted  under  cover  of  the  instrument,  is  the  right 
remedy."  An  election  just  then  pending,  to  fill  a  vacancy  in 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State,  gave  to  the  people  an  oppor- 
tunity to  pass  their  judgment  on  the  acticm  of  the  Courts  and 
Legislature.  The  issue  was  distinctly  made  between  the  op[)os- 
ing  claims  and  doctrines  of  the  State  and  Federal  Courtts;  and, 
to  give  greater  empluisis  to  their  acceptance  of  that  i.'^«ue,  t\i*' 
oandidate  selected  by  the  supporters  of  the  former  wan  IJvRO.v 
Payxe,  Bootu's  counsel  in  the  Rescue  trials.     His  argument 
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before  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  was  one  of  the  elec- 
tioneering documents  of  his  party,  and  it  was  clearly  understood 
that  his  election  or  defeat  was  the  approval  or  rejection  of  its 
doctrines  by  the  people.  The  election  took  place  on  the  5th 
of  April,  and  Paixe  was  chosen  to  the  vacant  seat,  by  a  ma- 
jority of  eight  or  ten  thousand  votes.  So  Wisconsin  speaks,  in 
language  unmistakable,  her  purpose  to  resist  the  usurpation  of 
the  Federal  Courts,  and  protect  her  citizens  against  the  petty 
tyranny  of  Federal  officials.  In  tlus  repudiation  of  the  arro- 
gant claims  put  forth  at  Washington  by  the  judicial  servants  of 
the  Slave  Power,  she  has,  if  avc  mistake  not,  law  as  well  as  jus- 
tice, and  the  princi^iles  of  true  Democracy  upon  her  side.  P'or 
it  has  always  been  conceded  on  all  hands  that  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Federal  Courts  is  special,  limited  to  certain  enumerated 
cases;  the  residnion  of  judicial  ]iower  belonging  to  the  States, 
whose  courts  are  tril)unals  of  general  jurisdiction.  Xow  the 
well-established  legal  doctrine  we  understand  to  be,  that  Courts 
of  special  juris<liction  are  not  the  judges,  in  the  last  resort,  of 
the  limits  of  their  own  i)ower.  If  either,  then,  is  such,  exclu- 
sively, it  is  the  State  Court.  And  manifestly  it  would  be  much 
safer  for  the  peojile's  rights  to  place  the  authority  there,  nearer 
themselves,  and  so  less  likely  to  be  used  against  them,  and 
where  abuse  could  be  more  easily  reached  and  corrected ;  while 
aL>o  it  would  have  a  less  extensive  range  of  mischief,  and  would 
be  counterbalanced,  in  some  measure,  by  the  moral  weight 
of  other  State  tribunals,  —  than  to  confer  it  on  the  Federal 
Court,  to  be  the  engine  of  a  Central  despotism,  empowered  to 
crush,  at  its  unlimited  discretion,  the  freedom  of  the  people  and 
the  independence  of  the  States  into  one  indiscriminate  mass  of 
hopeless,  helpless  vassalage. 

In  Missouri,  the  " irrei)ressible  conflict"  still  goes' on,  appa- 
rently with  varying  success,  but,  as  the  Emancipationists  affirm, 
with,  on  the  whole,  a  steady  ]irogress  of  the  Free  Labor  move- 
ment. It  is  resisted  strenuously,  however.  On  the  31st  of  Jan- 
uary, the  House  of  Representatives,  by  83  to  15,  voted  to  repeal 
the  law  ])rohibithig  the  importation  of  Slaves  into  that  State. 
The  repeal  was  moved  and  advocated  expressly  on  the  ground 
that  it  would  reduce  the  ]»rice  of  labor.  On  the  9th  of  March, 
the  House  adopted,  88  to  29,  the  bill,  to  which  we  have  before 
alluded,  to  drive  out  or  enslave  the  free  colored  people,  and  all 

15 


114  REPORT. 

who  sliall  hereafter  become  free.  Neither  bill  has  passed  the 
Senate.  The  St.  Louis  Democrat  thinks  that  the  action  of  the 
House  upon  the  funner  of  these  measures  will  rouse  the  free 
white  workingrnen  throut^hout  the  State  against  the  friends  of 
SIa\'ery.  But  it  is  for  the  interest  of  the  tree  ichite  man,  not  for 
freedom  as  a  ])rinciple,  or  for  the  rights  of  man,  as  man,  that 
the  Emancipation  party  generally  appear  to  be  contending.  A 
Missourian  con-espondent  of  the  New  York  Tribune  says,  "  the 
inoral  sentiment  ag-ainst  Slavery  is  not  appealed  to  by  the  Free 
Democracy,  nor  would  its  aid  be  accepted.  *****  They 
would  not  purchase  emancipation  at  the  price  of  permitting  the 
negro  to  remain  in  Missouri.  lie  ruust  be  deported  hence  or 
remain  in  Slavery.  Hence  that  unconquerable  spirit  of  Anti- 
Slavery  enthusiasm  which  might,  perhaps,  be  aroused  in  their 
favor,  is  idle  here,  and  xmsympathizing,  or  sjTiipathizes  only 
under  protest.  *****  There  is  a  distinctive  Anti- 
Slavery  sentiment  in  St.  Louis,  and  some  of  the  candidates  of 
the  Free  Democracy  have  injured  their  cause  by  coxrardhj  allu- 
sions to  the  negi-o  race."  The  ^^Titer  holds  a  sound  philosophy, 
in  holding  that  the  Emancipation  cause  would  win  a  s{)eedier, 
more  complete  success,  Lf  it  would  endeavor  to  enlist  "  the  moral 
sentiment  against  Slaveiy ; "  appealing  ^  to  the  nobler  instincts 
of  the  people,"  than  it  can  achieve  by  its  present  policy.  "The 
Anti-Slaveiy  sentiment,"  he  says,  "has  a  very  thiu  crust  over 
it,  and  the  sooner  it  is  removed,  the  more  speedily  —  in  spite  of 
their  unbelief — will  the  Free  State  Democracy  establish  their 
power  on  an  imjtregnable  basis."  At  the  Congi-essional  elec- 
tion on  the  *2d  of  August,  Francis  P.  Blair,  the  candidate  of 
the  Emancipation  party  in  the  St.  Louis  Distiict,  was  defeated; 
but  only,  it  was  contideutly  believed,  by  means  of  extensive 
frauds,  because  of  which  lie  has  announced  his  purpose  to  con- 
test the  seat,  Avhen  Congress  comes  together.  The  suspicion  of 
fraud  was  confirmed  by  the  result  of  the  St.  Louis  municipal 
election  on  the  4th  of  April,  when  the  Free  Labor  party  tri- 
umphed by  a  plurality  of  about  three  thousand  votes;  enough, 
says  the  St.  Louis  Democrat^  to  "satisfy  every  desire  of  the 
present,  dispel  every  apprehension  of  the  future,  and  at  one 
magnanimously  for  the  untoward  event  of  August." 

The  Legislature  of  Florida  took,  last  winter,  what  Pro-Slavery 
ultraism  must  regard  as  a  step  backward,  by  repealing  the  law 
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which  BuhjeriZ^  colored  seamen,  coming  into  any  port  of  Flor- 
ida, to  impri.-^r/5-jTaent  during  the  stay  of  the  vessel  to  which  they 
belong.  Bnt  if  this  strange  vagaiy  seems  to  call  in  question 
the  sound  and  c^/a:stitutional  doctrine  that  black  men  have  no 
rights  which  TihJte  men  arc  bomid  to  respect,  its  e\il  influ- 
ence, we  may  Kojk-,  will  in  a  good  degree  be  neutralized  by  a 
decision  givf  :•_  i;i.st  fall,  in  the  Chancer^'  Court  of  Southern  Ala- 
bama, makin_'  a  new  apj)]ication  of  Judge  Taxey's  Drcd 
Scott  law.  A  former  citizen  of  Mobile,  ownincj  there  a  larij-c 
amount  of  rea.';  r-.-tatc,  removed  to  Louisiana,  and  afterwards  to 
France,  and  di<:l  not  long  ago  in  Paris,  having  conveyed  his 
real  estate  in  Alabama  to  his  children,  "within  three  degrees  of 
African  descent."  born  in  Louisiana,  and  livuig  now  in  Europe. 
Some  person-,  claiming  to  be  his  heirs  at  law,  tiled  a  bill  to  set 
aside  the  convr-yance.  The  Cliancellor  decided  that  free  ne- 
groes born  out  ol'  the  State  are  ahens,  and  cannot  take  lands 
b\-  deed  or  fouveyance  in  the  State.  So  the  children  were 
robbed  of  their  lather's  gift,  without  risk  of  penitentiary  to  the 
robbers. 

The  Cuukcu. 

Xo  essential  change  has  been  revealed  during  the  past  year, 
in  the  character  and  position  of  the  American  Church  in  regard 
to  Slavery.  "We  still  have  our  old  testimony  to  bear  agauist  it, 
tliat  as  a  whole  it  is  practically  on  the  side  of  the  oppressor. 
We  have  seen  no  specially  noteworthy  movement  relating  to 
the  subject,  in  any  of  the  great  denominations,  since  our  last 
Report,  unless  it  is  the  action  of  the  Methodist  E])iscopal 
Church  South,  at  its  General  Conference,  last  May,  in  Xasliville, 
Tennessee.  It  there  conformed  its  law  to  its  already  well-known 
practice,  by  striking  from  its  Discij)line,  by  140  votes  to  8,  the 
ride  forbidding  "  the  buj-ing  and  selling  of  men,  women,  and 
children,  with  intention  to  enslave  them."  But  the  Methodist 
Church  North  does  not  confonn  its  practice  to  its  hnv,  for  while 
it  still  retains  the  nUe,  it  also  kee])S,  in  both  its  membei-ship  and 
"local"  ministry,  not  only  holders,  but  buyers  and  sellers  of 
human  beings  as  property.  From  the  testimony  of  ministers  of 
that  Chureh,  wIkj  have  lived  and  labored  for  years  in  that  part 
of  its  tenitory  which  lies  within  the  Slave  States,  the  editor  of 
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the  Xorthorn  Luh'pendent  estimates  at  not  less  than  10,500  the 
number  of  Slaveholdin<if  members  in  four  of  the  seven  Slave- 
holdiu!^  Conferences.  In  tlie  other  three,  he  says,  "the  number 
of  Slaveholdei-s  is  not  larfje,  because  our  membership  is  quite 
limited."  He  adrls,  "  it  is  greatly  to  be  feared  that  nearly  all 
the  members  of  our  Church  in  the  Slave  States  are  Slavehold- 
ei-s.  The  extreme  repugnance  of  the  preachers  and  people  there 
to  all  Anti-Slavery  movt'inents  proves  conclusively  that  our 
Cluirch  is  overrun  with  Sla\  t-lioldiug.  Slaveholding  is  not  the 
exception,  l)ut  the  rule.''  Seven  Conferences  are  wholly  or  hi 
part  within  Slave  States,  an<l  '' if  the  evil  were  confined  to 
these,"  the  Imh p'ndent  says,  " it  would  be  well."  But  the  resi- 
dence of  Slaveholders  in  all  parts  of  the  Free  States  "is  fast 
reducing  us  to  a  homogeneous  condition,  and  the  distinction  of 
Slaveholding  and  non-Slaveholding  Conferences  will  soon  cease 
altogether.  We  must  be  better  or  worse."  One  preacher  who 
has  spent  the  greater  ])art  of  his  life  in  one  of  the  "  Slaveholding 
Conferences,"  declare<l  that  "there  is  no  difference  between  our 
laity  and  the  laity  of  the  Church  South."  This  statement  hav- 
ing been  questioued,  another  preacher,  who  has  labored  in  the 
same  region,  thus  re[)lies  to  the  questioner.  "Do  members  of 
the  Methodist  E[)iscopal  Church  South  possess  Slaves  by  gift, 
inheritance,  and  having  them  born  unto  them  ?  So  do  members 
of  the  Metho<list  Episcopal  Church.  Does  the  South  permit 
her  members  to  purchase  their  colored  sisters  for  breeders?  So 
does  the  North.  Do  the  laity  of  the  Church  purchase  Slaves 
when  they  <lesire?  sell  them  when  convenience  or  necessity 
demands?  or  hire  their  service  out  when  interest  suggests?  Do 
men  of  the  South  derive  large  resources  from  the  latter  source? 
So  do  the  laity  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  North.  Do 
Southern  saints  scourge  their  women  Slaves  with  cruel  scourg- 
ing ?  So  do  the  Northern.  And  when  the  poor  Slave  nms 
away,  do  they  offer  large  rewards  for  their  apprehension  ?  and 
having  apprehended  them,  do  they  sell  them  South?  So  do 
the  membei-s  of  the  Metho<list  Episcopal  Church."  The  Dis- 
cipline^  moreover,  still  contains  a  rule  which  pays  unchristian 
deference  to  the  wicked  prejudice  of  an  oppressing  people.  It 
reads  thus :  "Our  colored  preachers  and  official  members  shall 
have  all  the  privileges  which  are  usual  to  others  in  Quarterly 
Conferences,  tchere  the  usages  of  the  country  do  not  forbid  it^ 
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True,  we  are  aware,  an  earnest  effort  still  goes  on,  to  rid  the 
Church  of  tliese  abominations;  and  to  the  noble  laborers  in  this 
work  we  would  award  due  credit,  and  wish  abundant  success ; 
but,  till  it  is  achieved,  the  very  need  and  merit  of  their  labor 
are  the  Avarraut  for  our  condemnation  of  their  Church. 

The  Presbyterian  bodies  have,  for  aught  we  know,  continued 
to  enjoy  that  "blessed  calm,"  and  "rest  from  agitation  "  within 
their  sacred  enclosures,  the  sweet  foretaste  of  which  we  chroni- 
cled hi^t  year. 

On  the  l")th  of  August  last,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Fuller,  widely 
known  as  the  chanijiiou  of  Slavery  in  debate  M'ith  Dr.  Way- 
land  several  years  ago,  preached  to  the  "respectable  white 
])ersons"  who  alone  are  j)ennitted  to  own  pews  in  the  Church 
(Bajitist)  of  ]Jev.  Bakox  8tow,  in  Boston.  If  Dr.  Fuller  had 
maintained  in  jiublic  argument  his  right  to  put  the  coat  or  horse 
of  his  reverend  brother  Stow  to  his  own  use  without  the  own- 
er's leave,  woidil  he  have  been  invited  to  that  pulpit?  We 
leani  fiom  the  Annrinni  Bajitht  that,  last  fill,  the  Fliiladeli>hia 
Baptist  Association  rejected  a  very  moderate  Anti-Slavery 
resolution,  offered  by  Rev.  Dr.  Malcom,  expressing  "spnjtathy 
for  our  brethren  and  sisters  in  this  land,  who  are  not  allowe<l  to 
read  God's  word,  or  to  enjoy  the  ]>rivileges  of  the  conjugal  an<l 
yiarental  relations,"  and  calling  on  "those  who  hold  political 
jKtwer  in  those  portions  of  our  country"  Avhere  the  eA^il  is,  "to 
devise  early  measures  for  securing  to  every  member  of  the  com- 
munity the  fidl  ])rivile2:es  of  Christianitv." 

Of  the  jiosition  of  the  Congregational  Churches,  and  indeed 
of  the  so-called  evangelical  Churches  generally,  such  facts  as 
these  are  not  Avithout  significance.  While  the  boldness  and 
vigor  of  Dr.  Ciieevek's  assaults  u])on  Slavery',  and  his  scathing 
rebukes  of  the  com)»licity  of  Mission  Board  and  Tract  Society 
in  the  nation's  giant  crime  have  brought  uj)on  liii<  liead  a  storm 
of  obloquy,  the  clergy  and  the  representative  men  of  his  own 
denomination  and  of  others  in  fellowshi]>  with  it,  have  with 
almost  no  exce])tion  stood  aloof  or  joined  his  enemies.  When, 
a  few  weeks  ago,  he  was  invite<l,  l>y  a  number  of  the  most 
resjiectable  citizens  of  Xew  York  and  Brookhii,  to  rejieat,  at 
the  Coo]i(  r  Institute,  a  series  of  masterly  discourses  which  he 
had  ilelivered  in  his  own  Church,  showing  that,  in  the  wx)rds  of 
his   inviters,  "Christianitv  is   irrecoucilablv  at  Avar  with  such 
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Slavery  as  exists  in  our  country,  and  any  true  and  pure  Church 
is  necessarily  its  antagonist,  and  that  it  is  the  imperative  duty  of 
the  organized  Christianity  of  the  land  to  war  against  it  system- 
atically and  uncompromisingly,  so  long  as  it  shall  continue  to 
exist,"  of  the  many  "evangelical"  clergymen  of  those  cities, 
only  three  joined  in  the  invitation.  Of  these,  but  one,  IIexky 
Ward  Bkecher,  is  at  all  conspicuous  in  his  denomination,  and 
he  is  deemed,  by  those  who  till  the  chief  seats  in  the  synagogues, 
but  little  better  than  a  heretic.  The  press,  too,  like  the  clergy 
of  these  sects,  sides  not  with  CiiEEVEit,  but  with  his  adversa- 
ries. The  New  York  Indiptndent^  treacherous  to  the  cause 
which  it  pretends  to  serve,  is  no  exception  to  this  statement. 
Yet  Dr.  Cheever's  "Orthodoxy"  i.i  unquestionable;  his  deep 
sincerity  and  sell-sacrificing  devotion  no  man  can  deny;  he 
belongs  to  no  "  infidel "  Anti-Slavery  Society,  as  ours  has  been, 
often,  slanderously  called ;  and  his  brethren  in  theological  faith 
would  seem  to  have  no  reason  for  refusing  to  assist  him  ui  his 
warfare  against  Slavery,  excejit  a  want  of  real  earnest  sympathy 
with  his  Anti- ^Slavery  faith  and  }>urpose. 

Beside  these  tacts  we  set  another.  The  Boston  Courier  tells 
us  that  among  the  crowd  assembled  on  the  evening  of  the  'iSth 
of  March,  at  Essex  Street  Church,  in  Boston,  to  congratulate 
the  Kev,  Dr.  Adams,  of  "  South-side  "  notoriety,  on  the  comple- 
tion of  twenty-five  years  of  senice  as  the  i)astor  of  that  Church, 
were  nearly  a  hundred  clergymen.  Their  i)resence  was  of  course 
accepted,  and  no  <loubt  intended,  as  attesting  theii-  respect  for 
the  reverend  eulogist  of  Slaveiy,  as  a  worthy  brother  in  the 
Christian  ministr)-.  Not  that  they  all  agreed  with  him  in  his 
opinions  of  the  patriarchal  system ;  but  only  that  his  holding 
and  expressing  such  opinions,  whitening  the  loathsome  sepulchre 
so  full  of  all  uncleanness,  c;usting  his  influence  on  the  side  of 
those  who  turn  God's  children  into  working  tools  or  worse,  is 
no  sufficient  reason  for  refusbg  him  that  ministerial  fellowship 
which,  should  he  drop  some  doctrine  from  his  creed,  they 
would  withdraw  at  once,  however  pure  his  life,  and  practically 
excellent  his  preaching.  The  bearing  of  the  representatives  of 
the  popular  religion  toward  Dr.  Cheever  and  Dr.  Adams  re- 
spectively, tells  a  plain  tale  to  those  who  have  ears  to  hear. 

"A  Convention  of  Christian  brethren "  met  in  Worcester, 
Mass.,  on  the  1st  of  March,  and  on  the  2d,  formed  a  "  Church 
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Anti-SIaver\' Society,"  avowedly  "to place  the  Churcliinits  true 
position  in  relation  to  this  great  prol^lcm  of  our  land  and  age." 
Its  principles,  as  set  fortli  in  its  Preamble  and  Declaration,  are 
but  in  part  those  of  our  Society.  Though  six  or  seven  States, 
and  at  least  four  denominations,  "were  rejiresented  there,  it 
enrolled  but  fortv-four  members,  and  eisxht  or  nine  of  these 
op])osed  affirming,  in  the  Preamble,  the  "  inherent  sinfulness  of 
Slaveholding."  One  minister  declared  that  if  those  words 
should  be  inserted,  but  one  of  the  seventeen  members  of  the 
Association  to  which  he  belongs  would  come  into  the  movement. 
They  'Mvould  exclude  him,  and  nineteen  twentieths,"  he  be- 
lieved, ''of  the  ministers  of  Xew  England."  Among  the  seven 
letters,  received  from  jiersons  who  had  been  invited  but  could 
not  be  ]. resent,  was  one  from  a  Xew  IIam]»shirc  clergjnnan  Avho 
''felt  that  here  is  the  great  difficulty  —  to  bring  the  Church  ot 
Cliiist,  in  this  country,  to  a  right  position  in  regard  to  the  shi  of 
Slavery.  The  Tract  Society,  at  Xew  York,  and  the  Xew  York 
0J>,<cn-t7\  rejiresent  in  this  respect,  but  too  nearly,  a  large  part 
of  the  Church."  Yet  he  calls  that  "the  Church  of  Christ," 
which  is  so  reluctant  to  take  right  ground  as  to  the  sin  of  Sla- 
very. One  of  the  resolutions,  unanimously  adopted  by  the 
Society,  a]>pcars  to  us  open  to  (juestion  if  not  to  censure,  as  lia- 
ble at  least  to  be  understood  as  lowering  the  standard  set  u]>  in 
the  Declaration,  It  si>eaks  of  "honest  differences  of  opinion 
among  Anti-Slavery  Christians  in  regard  to  the  Bible  view  of 
Slavery."  "\Ye  are  not  willing  to  believe  that  this  was  meant  to 
recognize  the  Anti-Slavery  and  Christian  character  of  those  who 
hold  that  the  Bible  contains  a  divine  sanction  of  Slavei-v ;  but 
Avill  not  those  who  wi>h  for  countenance  in  such  a  belief  be 
likely  so  to  miderstand  it  ?  Tiie  resoluti(jn  also  seems  to  treat 
"the  American  Tract  Society,  at  Boston,"  as  an  ally  in  the  Anti- 
Slavery  warfare;  for  it  instructs  the  Executive  Committee  to 
confer  with  that  Society,  about  the  publislnug  of  tracts  to  diffuse 
information  touching  the  Bible  view  of  Slavery  and  the  duty  of 
Chi-istians  in  regard  to  it.  It  may  be  said,  this  does  not  neces- 
sarily im]dy  allowance  of  the  claims  of  that  Society  to  ].ublic 
confidence  in  any  other  than  a  business  character;  treating  it 
only  as  a  publishing  house  with  which  an  advantageous  eontract 
may  be  made  for  printing  and  distributing  tracts.  We  think 
that  it  docs  mean  more  than  this;  this  seems  to  us  not  the 
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most  obvious  and  natural  construction  of  the  act,  and  we  have 
scarce  a  doubt  it  will  be  generally  taken  to  mean  more.  But 
we  have  referred  to  this  new  Society,  less  for  the  j)Ui-pos;e  of 
criticising  its  position  or  its  action,  —  in  both  of  which  some 
mixture  of  motive  is  perceptible,  —  than  of  presenting  it  as 
"  a  touchstone  to  the  Churches,"  to  prove  how  much,  or  Httle, 
vHal  Anti-Slavery  is  in  them.  From  the  small  number  of 
"evangelical"  church  members  who  have  as  yet  participated 
in  the  movement,  and  from  the  ditHculty  wiiich  we  are  infonued 
the  wortliy  Secretary  of  the  Society  encounters  in  his  efforts 
to  enlist  the  churches  and  their  pastors  in  its  favor,  we  cannot 
hel})  inferring  that  the  event  will  warrant  the  erasure  of  '*j.er- 
haps "  from  the  following  sentence  which  we  quote  from  liim : 
"  Perhaps  the  fact  will  prove  also  to  be,  that  the  Church  Anti- 
Slavery  Society,  with  its  acknowledged  Christian  basis  in  the 
Word  of  God,  and  with  the  acknowledged  Christian  character 
and  standing  of  its  foundei-s  and  members  so  tar,  is  no  more  the 
representatice  or  exponent  of  the  visible  Amerkan  Church  than 
the  American  Anti-Slarcry  Society  isT 

We  add  a  testimony  which  may  bear  upon  this  point ;  pre- 
mising that  the  Church  Anti-Slavery  Society  is  expressly 
pledged,  by  the  Preamble  to  its  Constitution,  to  "remember 
those  that  are  in  bonds  as  bound  with  them,"  and  holds,  in  its 
Declaration  of  Principles,  that  "the  Church  and  the  ^linistiy 
are  to  fonn  the  conscience  of  the  nation  in  respect  to  Slavery, 
and  to  make  it  loyal  to  the  law  of  God."  The  Boston  Conyre- 
gationalist^  a  leading  organ  of  the  sect  whose  name  it  bears, 
claims,  we  believe,  to  be  an  Anti-Slavery  paper  of  the  riglit  sort 
of  Anti-Slavery ;  and  claims,  too,  that  "the  great  mass  of  tlie 
Xew  England  ministry  and  churches  is  Abolitionist,  in  the  sense 
of  being  principled  against  Slavery,  and  desirous  of  its  speediest 
possible  aboUtion."  But,  in  repelling  the  false  charge  of  a  Xew 
York  paper,  self-styled  Christian,  that  "  the  three-thousand  New 
England  clergjTnen  have  long  been  preaching  almost  nothing 
but  Abolitionism,"  the  Conyregationalist  says,  "  the  entire  '  three 
thousand'  probably  have  nevef  averaged  more  than  one  sermon 
a  year  upon  that  subject." 

The  separation  of  the  Northern  from  the  Southern  Confer- 
ences of  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church,  which  in  our  last 
Report  was  mentioned  as  in  prospect,  has  been  accomplished. 
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In  last  November,  a  Convention  of  the  Northern  Conferences 
met  at  Cincinnati,  and  witli  only  two  dissenting  votes,  resolved, 
in  the  name  of  the  Conferences  rejiresented,  "that  all  official 
connection,  cooperation,  and  official  fclluwshijj  with  and  between 
said  Conferences,  and  such  Conferences  and  Churches,  within 
the  Methodist  Protestant  Association,  as  practice  or  tolerate 
Slaveholding  and  Slavetradinsf,  be  now  and  forever  suspended." 
The  seceding  Conferences,  it  is  said,  are  taking  steps  to  form  a 
nnion  with  the  "Wesleyans. 

The  Universalists,  at  their  United  States  Convention,  hehl  in 
Providence,  last  fall,  unanimously  "resolved  that  we  view  with 
alarm  the  continued  claims  of  the  Slave  Power  to  hold  the 
children  of  Africa  in  l)onda[re:  that  all  such  claims  are  contrarv 
to  the  sjiirit  of  the  Gos])el;  that  we  deplore  the  public  demoral- 
ization which  could  originate  such  demands ;  reiterate  our 
unqualified  condemnation  of  Slaveiy,  and  reassert  our  tletermi- 
nation  to  labor  for  the  maintenance  of  free  institutions." 


The  Tract  Societies. 

The  American  Tract  Society,  at  its  last  Annual  Meeting,  on 
tlie  r2th  of  May  last,  by  an  overwhelming  majority,  approved 
the  action  of  its  Executive  Committee  in  disregarding  the  remon- 
strances made  to  them,  and  refusing  to  publish  anything  relating 
to  Slavery,  —  even  to  "discuss  in  a  fraternal  and  Christian 
spirit,"  as  recommended  by  the  flimous  fourth  resolution  of 
IST)?,  "those  moral  duties  which  grow  out  of  the  existence  of 
Slavery,  and  tliose  moral  evils  and  vices  which  it  is  known  to 
promote,  and  which  are  condemned  by  Scnjjture  and  dejilored 
by  evangehcal  Christians."  A  resolution,  moved  by  Dr.  Tyng, 
to  reaffirm  the  recommendation  of  the  previous  year,  Avas  laid 
on  the  table  —  virtually  under  it  —  by  a  vote  of  about  three  to 
one.  A  motion  "  that  no  tract  bearing  on  the  relation  of  Mas- 
ter and  Slave  be  issued  now,  and  that  the  circulation  of  the 
tract  'Sambo  and  Toney'  [a  Pro-Slavery  tract,]  be  therefore 
stopped,"  was  also  voted  down  by  a  very  large  majority.  A 
resolution  offi^-red  by  John  Jay,  "that  nothing  ]niblished  by 
this  Society  shall  countenance  the  idea  that  the  Scriptures  sanc- 
tion the  lawfulness  of  Slaverj^,"  was  laid  upon  the  table  by  an 
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equally  decisive  vote.  Every  livini:^  member  of  the  old  Board 
of  Officei-s  was  reelected,  and  iu  the  place  of  two  deceased  Vice 
Presidents,  Pro-Slaveiy  men  were  chosen.  Dr.  Adams,  of  the 
South-side  View,  was  put  again  on  the  Publishing  Committee, 
by  more  than  eight  to  one,  and  in  direct  contem[)t  of  a  request 
from  the  "American  Tract  Society  at  Boston,"  —  the  earlier 
Tract  Society  —  that  the  New  England  member  of  that  Com- 
mittee might  be  chosen  from  its  own  Committee.  On  eveiy 
contested  point  the  victory  of  the  Pro-Slavery  party  was  com- 
plete ;  so  signal  that  the  schite  New  York  Observer,  in  the  glow 
of  exultation  over  it,  grows  hvperbolical,  and  pronounces  it  "the 
greatest  moral  victory  of  truth  over  en-or  achieved  since  the 
Reformation  under  Martin  Luther." 

Not  much  would  have  been  gained  for  right  and  freedom,  if 
the  other  party  had  prevailed  in  everything  on  which  they  were 
agreed.  At  meetmgs  which  they  held  for  consultation,  on  the 
10th  and  11th,  the  tone  of  sentiment  was  little  higher  than  at 
the  general  meeting.  They  did  not  even  propose  to  disj.lace 
the  officers  who  had  "disappi-inted"  them  by  failing  to  oljey  the 
fourth  resolution  of  1857,  "the  honored  brethren  who  had  com- 
mitted an  i-rror  iu  repressing  truth."  Dr.  Bacox  thought  "the 
Society  might  be  put  right  without  removing  its  officers."  Dr. 
Smith  "entertained  the  highest  esteem  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, personally,  however  much  he  might  dissent  from  their 
views."  Dr.  Hawes  "  was  beliind  no  one  in  respect  for  the 
Secretaries  and  Committees."  Dr.  Tyxg  was  "  unalterably 
fixed"  in  favor  of  "a  quiet  and  unopposed  reelection  of  the 
present  officers,  in  the  confidence  that  they  icill  decidedly  and 
consistently  carry  out  the  entire  action  of  the  Society  at  the 
meeting  of  1857."  He  "considered  the  nine  resolutions"  of 
that  meeting,  [copied  iu  our  last  Rej)ort]  "appropriate,  just, 
true,  and  likely  to  meet  the  views  of  Christians  everj-where." 
Dr.  Thompson,  [of  the  Tabernacle  Church,  in  New  York,  which, 
though  professing  some  sort  of  Anti-Slavery,  has  still  its  negro 
pew]  "was  satisfied  with  both  the  negative  and  affirmative 
aspects  of  the  fourth  resolution,  and  would  make  no  addition 
to  it."  A  resolution,  offi^red  by  Lewis  Tappax,  requiring  the 
Executive  Committee  to  publish  "  a  tract  on  the  sinfulness  of 
Slavery,"  was  ri'jected  ;  aa  was  also  an  amendment  which  he 
proposed,  to  engraft  %  declaration  of  the  sinMness  of  Slavery 
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on  a  resolution  offorecl  })y  Dr.  Thompson,  reaffirming  the  fourth 
resolution  of  1857,  and  declaring  that  it  ought  to  be  carried  into 
effect  the  present  year.  Dr.  Bacox  "had  no  doubt  that  this 
gigantic  evil  is  sin,  but  it  is  a  political  question,  and  the  less 
the  Society  meddles  with  political  questions,  the  more  good  it 
■will  do."  Dr.  Smith  "did  not  believe  the  mere  leffal  relation  of 
Slaveholder  to  Slave  to  be  sin."  Kcv.  Mr.  Bishop,  of  Ver- 
mont, "  wanted  no  Anti-Slavery  discussion.  The  churches  of 
Vermont  wish  simply  to  have  the  fourth  resolution  reaflinned." 
Kcv.  Mr.  Ide,  of  Massachusetts,  "beUeved  Slaveholding  to  be 
a  sin,  but  is  it  necessary  to  say  so  on  this  occasion  ? "  Kev. 
Mr.  3I00KE  agreed  with  Mr.  Ide.  S.  B.  Chittexdex  thought 
"a  declaration  that  Slavery  is  sin,  would  only  tear  the  Society 
to  ])ieces."  Dr.  Hawes  said  "  the  Tract  Society  is  not  an  Anti- 
Slavery  Society."  Rev.  Mr.  Smith  thought  that  saying  Slavery 
is  sin  "  would  defeat  everything."  Dr.  Palmer  feared  defeat 
"if  the  outside  question"  should  be  "mingled  with  that  of  the 
duties  of  Slaveholders  to  their  Slaves.  He  wished  the  Society 
to  publish  on  the  'Duties  of  Masters.' "  Dr.  PjioLDFiT  "  did 
not  believe  in  interfering  witli  the  economies  of  the  subject; 
the  South  would  not  bear  that,  nor  xrouhl  vt.  But  a  Christian 
presentation  of  the  duties  of  masters  should  be  maile."  Dr. 
Tyxg  thought  "the  word  Slave  might  be  droi)j)ed,  and  the  du- 
ties of  masters  to  servants  might  be  taught ;  or,  taking  the  ex- 
treme ground,  that  Slaves  are  chattels,  we  may  still  teach  the 
duties  of  a  man  to  his  beast."  [But  sui)pose  the  "  beast  "  is  a 
stolen  one;  is  not  the  "duty"  to  be  i)reached  in  that  case  the 
verv  obvious  dutv  of  immediatelv  restorint;  it  to  the  riHitful 
OAvner  ?]  Rev.  Mr.  Bartlett  thought  "  the  reaffirmation  of  the 
fourth  resolution  of  last  year  would  accomjdish  the  end  desired, 
and  to  attempt  more  would  defeat  it."  Rev.  Mr.  ]\\ttox,  of 
Chicago,  said  "  the  feehng  in  the  West  is  that  Slavery  is  a  sin. 
Whether  an\-thing  need  be  added  to  tlie  fourth  resolution,  of 
last  year,  to  make  it  mean  that,  is  a  question."  Dr.  Cheeter, 
Rev.  H.  T.  Cheever,  Lewis  Tappax,  and  one  or  two  others, 
were  in  favor  of  explicitly  denouncing  Slavery  as  sinful,  but 
they  were,  ]»roportionally.  as  much  outnumbered  in  the  confer- 
ence of  the  minority,  as  that  minority  was  in  the  meeting  of  the 
whole  Society. 

At  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Boston  American  Tract  So- 
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ciety,  on  the  24th  an<l  25th  of  May,  the  thne  wns  mostly  c^iven 
to  tlLscussmg  aud  deciiling  what  it  ought  to  do  hi  coiiscijucncc? 
of  the  recent  action  of  the  other  Tract  Society.     Gaudner  (t, 

w 

HcBBARD,  Esq.,  presented  a  [ireand)le  and  resohitions,  setting 
forth  the  views  and  puqioses  of  those  wlio  disapproved  that  action. 
The  preamble  stated  that  the  course  of  the  New  York  Society, 
at  its  last  meeting,  had  '■•impaired  the  union  of  feeling   and 
operation"  for  the  sake  of   which  the  Societies  became  con- 
nected; that  the  wishes  of  the  Bo.ston  Society  in  relation  to  the 
choice  of  the  Publishing  Committee  had  been  disregarde«l,  eoii- 
trary  to  the  understaniling  upon  which  the  union  was  etfected ; 
and  that  "  while  we  entertain  i;reat  regard  for  the  American 
Tract  Society  of  Xew  York,  and  respect  the  wisdom  and  fore- 
sight that  have  generally  characterized  its  doings,  yet   wc  are 
persuaded  that  greater  efficiency  can  be  imparted  to  the  "^I'ract 
system  by  a  return  to  the  original  status  of  the  Society."    The 
first   resolution  was,   '■'that  we  are   no  longer  a  branch  of  the 
American  Tract  Society  of  Xew  York,  our  union  haviuLj  been 
virtually  dissolved  by  its  recent   action."'     This  was  vigorously 
opposed,  and,  aller  much  debate,  ami  at  the  earnest  entreaty  of 
Dr.  IIuMPiiitEY,  Dr.  Bacox,  Dr.  Tyxg,  William  Ropes,  (offi- 
cially the  oldest  member  of  the  Board,)  JoHX  Tappax,  the  Pres- 
ident, and  other  iiitiuential  members,  an<l  the  s\iggestion   that, 
perhaps,  the  New  Y'ork  Society  wouM  retract  its  eiTor  by  an- 
other year,  the  friends  of  the  resolution  yielded,  and  in  its  place 
was  adopted  one  referring  the  expediency  of  dissolving  the  ccm- 
nection  to  the  Executive  Committee,  to  report  next  year.     So 
the  partisans  of  the  New  York  Society  were  peiTnitted  to  pre- 
vail on  the  most  important  point  at  issue.     The  other  resolu- 
tions—  adopted  by  a  large   majority —  were,  in  substance,  that 
the  Society  would  collect  funds,  and  disburse  them  by  its  own 
officers ;  that  the  Executive  Committee  procure  "  pious  and  use- 
ful books  and  tracts  from  such  sources  as  may  seem  to  them 
expedient;"  and  that  the  resolutions  of  the  New  York  Investi- 
siatinsr  Committee  of  1857  be  heartily  adopted  and  carried  iiito 
effect.   A  motion,  that  the  Treasurer  should  pay  no  more  money 
to  the  New  Y^ork  Society,  was  modified  with  the  mover's  as- 
sent, so  as  to  except  ic/utt  should  be  paid  for  books  and  tracts  ; 
showing  that  one  of  the  contemplated  sources  of  supply  was 
the  depository  of  that  Society;  and  that  the  Boston  was  still 
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to  1)0  in  fact,  and  not  in  name  alone,  a  branch  of  the  New  York 
Society.     No  wonder,  therefore,  that  the  synijiathi/.ers  Avith  the 
latter  claimed  that,  "in  the  main  design  of  the  Boston  meeting, 
the  agitators  were  signally  defeated."     The  choice  of  officei-s 
came  next.     All  the  old  officers  were  reelected  exce])t  Seth 
Bliss,  the  Secretary,  who  had  heen  active,  unscrujnilons,  and 
thorough-going  in  defence  of  the  New  York  Society;  and  had, 
besides,  by  some   means,  alienated  a  j)ortion  of  his  own  i)arty 
from  himself     But  the  Society  took  care  to  break  tlu'  force  of 
any  rebuke  which  this  rejection  might  imi)ly  for  his  ])ast  course, 
by  a  unanimous  vote  of  thanks  for  liis  long  and  faithful  services, 
and  a  declaration  of  affection  and  respect  for  him.     No  one  ]»ro- 
posed  that  tracts  be  pubhshed  against  Slavery;  and  in  assigning 
reasons  for  a  change  of  relation  to  the  New  York   Society, 
nothing,  Ave  see,  is  said  of  its  infidelity  to  truth  and  righteous- 
ness in  the  matter  of  the  nation's  greatest  sin  ;  nothing  of  any 
purjtose  or  desire  to  deal  Avith  that  sin  more  f  lithfully  ;  not  even 
a  hint  or   imjilication  which  goes  further    than    ](ro]iosing   to 
"  (//nc'/.s-n  in  a />(/^ /•>('// sjiii-it  "  —  fraternal,  as  is  evidei\tly  meant, 
toward  those  who  turn  their  brcthei-s  into  Ijrutes  —  "the  duties 
(jroirhtg  out   of  the  existence   of  Slavery,  and   the   evils  it   is 
knoAvn  to  promote  ;"  leaving  the  ^/A'/z/o/Z/ii// evil  free  from  (jues- 
tion,  or  questioned,  at  the   most,  by  inference  only.     Such  is 
the  action  of  the  Boston  Tract  Society ;  and,  of  this,  the  editor 
of  t)ie  Congregatiomdist^  himself  one  of  the  chief  actors  in  it, 
says,  "  The  great  body  of  the  New  England  churches  and  mm- 
istry  —  wJio  do  not  desire  to  7nake   the  Tract  Society  a  method 
of  Ant i- Slavery  attack,  on  the  one  hand,  l»ut  Avho  cannot  con- 
sent to  have  it  com])elled    to    silence  Avith    reference    to    the 
sins   inherent  in,   and  groAving  out  of  Slavery,   on    the    other 
—  we  think  Avill  be,  (oid  oug/it  to  be^  satisfied  with  this  result." 
We  fear  that  the  first  half  of  this  opinion  is  correct;  —  that 
many  "aauU  be  satisfied  "  because  they  Avish  to  take  no  higher 
ground  than  is  here  taken  ;   and  many  others,  iterhajis,  because 
they  honestly  believe   that   some  imjx^-tant   advance   has  noAV 
been  made  from  the  position  of  the  New  York  Society.    To  the 
latter  class  Ave  Avould  commend  the  Address  put  forth  by  the 
Executive  Committee  of  the  Boston  Society,  in  July  last,  Avhich 
testifies  that  "the  organic  relations  of  this   Society  to  the  NeAv 
York  Society  have  not  been  materially  changed;"   that  "avc 
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invite  no  separation  from  that  Society,  but,  under  present  cir- 
cumstances, we  believe  the  greatest  amount  of  good  will  l)e 
done  by  each  Society  occuj»ying  the  whole  country  as  its  fieM  ; " 
that  "  we  are  not  an  Anti-Slavery  Society,  but  simj)ly  a  Kc- 
ligious  Tract  Society ; "  [aa  if  a  trae  religion  were  not  neces- 
sarily Anti-Slavery,  and  religious  instruction  for  a  peoj)le  impli- 
cated in  Slavcholding  were  not  sadly  incomplete  with  Anti- 
Slavery  omitted  or  leil  to  be  inferred ;]  that  '*  two  Societies 
now  orter  their  facilities  for  convepng  the  gospel  of  Christ  in 
this  form,  to  those  who  so  much  need  "it;  adding,  "let  each 
disciple  of  Christ  choose  his  channel  and  employ  it."  So  the 
New  York  Society  is  duly  certified  to  the  Christian  public,  as, 
e([ually  with  the  Boston,  a  "channel"  for  conveying  the  gospel 
of  Christ ;  and  eipially  worthy  to  be  em])loyed  by  Christ's  dis- 
ciples. Of  oourse  the  ditierence  between  the  two  touches  no 
vital  point  of  Christian  duty.  Let  those  who  believe  in  a  Chris- 
tianity which  is  distinctly,  actively,  uncompromisingly  Anti- 
Slavery,  judge  if  they  are  not  both  unworthy  of  support  and 
confidence.  But  we  must  not  omit  to  mention  that  the  Boston 
branch  has  lately  published  two  tracts  touching  Slavery;  one 
from  a  southern  source,  Pro-Slavery,  on  the  "  Scripture  Duties 
of  Masters,"  —  with  a  prefatory  <lisclaimer,  by  the  Society,  of 
responsibility  for  its  dt)ctrines  ;  —  the  other,  "  Slavery  and  the 
Bible,"  representing  the  Bible,  Christ,  and  the  Apostles  as  in 
favor  neither  of  ]»er])etual  Slavery  nor  immediate  Abolition,  but 
of  some  iutenuediate  course,  (unspecified,)  whenever  the  hipse 
of  time  shall  have  rendered  it  "less  likely  to  excite  J'reju- 
dice." 

The  Americax  Board. 

At  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  American  Board,  held  at  De- 
troit on  the  7th  and  next  three  days  of  September,  the  Slavery 
question,  comhig  up  with  that  of  the  Indian  Missions,  van 
speedily  and  quietly  disposed  of  The  part  of  the  Annual  Re- 
port relating  to  the  Indian  Missions  was  refeiTed  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  which  the  Rev.  Dr.  Bacox  was  Chainnan ;  and  his  brief 
Report  thereon  was  adopted  unanimously,  without  debate.  ItH 
prominent  points  are  these.  The  missionaries  among  the  Choo 
taws  are  in  a  position   "of  much  difficulty  and   peiil."     For 


THE   AMERICAN  BOARD,  127 

"there  has  been,  amonc  tlic  religious  bodies"  of  tl)e  neiglibor- 
ing  States,  "  a  lamentable  defection  from  some  of  the  most  ele- 
mentary ideas  of  Christian  morality,  insomuch  that  Christianity 
has  been  represented  as  the  warrant  for  o]>])ressi»)n,  an<l  Christ 
as  the  minister  of  sin."  [Finally  adojited  in  a  form  more  sjie- 
cific,  but  less  forcible,  thus:  —  "Insomuch  that  Christianity  lias 
been  represented  as  the  Avan-ant  for  a  system  of  Slavery  which 
oftViids  the  moral  sense  of  the  Christian  world,  and  tliereby 
Christ  has  been  represented  as  the  minister  of  sin."]  The  mis- 
sionaries ^' ore  in  tccksinstlral  rehitions''''  Avith  these  "reliirious 
bodies;"  they  "are  watclie.l  by  the  u]pholders  of  Slavery," 
thereabouts,  '-ready  to  seize  the  first  oj.j.oitunity "  to  drive 
them  from  their  fieM  ;  they  are  charged  liy  their  enemies  "with 
what  are"  there  "called  the  dangerous  doctnnes  of  Abolition- 
ism;" and  in  other  quarters  'Mvith  the  guilt  of  silence  in  the 
presence  of  a  hideous  wicke(lne<s."  It  is  "  desirable  that  the 
Board  sliould  be  relicAed,  as  Ar\y  as  possi])le,  from"  these  "  un- 
ceasing eiiil)arras-nuiits  aid  ]Mi]>]i-\ities."  The  time  is  not  far 
distant  when  the  Indians  "will  stand  in  the  same  relation  to  the 
missionary  work  :i>  t!ie  wliite  ]»eop]e  in  the  adjacent  States,  and 
the  Churches  theix'  will  bc'  the  subject  of  home  missionai'v, 
more  jiroj.erly  than  foreiun  missionary,  ])atronage." 

It  will  be  seen  that  while  the  Rejiort  confesses  that  the  mis- 
sionaries are  in  ecclesiastical  relations  with  religious  bodies 
which  "rejiresent  Christianity  as  a  Avarrant  for  Slavery  and 
Christ  as  the  minister  of  sin,"  it  has  no  wor<l  of  censure  for  the 
missionaries,  on  that  account;  no  hint  of  a  disajtj.roval  of  tlieir 
liolding  such  relations,  or  of  a  wish  that  they  should  cease  to  do 
so.  The  B(hard  is  exercised  not  about  the  Avrongfulness  of  their 
position,  as  religious  associates  of  those  who  have  fdlen  away 
"from  some  of  the  tirst  and  most  elementary  ideas  of  Cliristian 
morality;"  but  about  the  difficulty  and  j.eril  they  encounter 
among  such  associates,  with  enemies  in  those  regions  seeking 
occasion  against  them  as  suspected  Abolitionists,  and  charL^es 
coming  from  elsewliere  that  they  do  nr.t  speak  out  as  tliey 
ought  against  "a  hideous  wickedness."  It  shows  anxietv,  not 
to  have  its  missionaries  bear  a  clear,  decided  testiinonv  airainst 
"a  system  which  offends  the  moral  sense  of  the  Christian 
world,"  nor  to  have  its  mission  cliurclies  punfied  and  ke]>t  pure 
from  the  pollution  of  such  a  system;  but  "to  be  relieved  as 
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early  as  possible  from  the  embarrassments  and  perplexities  con- 
nected with"  its  Indian  Missions.    And  this  relief  it  proposes  to 
seek,  not  by  insisting  that  its  missionaries  shall  apply  the  gosi»el, 
in  their  preaching  and  the  discipline  of  tluir  churches,  to  the 
sin  most  easily  besetting  their  hearers  an<l  professing  c<mvorts ; 
leaving  the  responsibility  of  refusal  to  do  this  upon  the  mission- 
aries if  they  choose  to  take  it,  or  of  the  conse<|uences  of  their 
compUance  upon  those  who,  it  is  feared,  will  make  that  an  occa- 
sion for  expelling  them ;  and  trusting  all  results  to  Him  whose 
bidiling  is,  ••'  Speak  my  words,  whether  they  will  hear  «»r  will 
forbear,"'  speak,  though  it  be  to  "a  rebellious  house,"  and  fear 
not,  "though  thou  dwellest  among  scorpions  ;"  in  short,  not  by 
fidelity  to  duty  and  firm  f  lith  in  Go<l ;    but,  by  deserting  the 
post  of  "ditficulty  and  jieril,"   resigning  all  control  and  supervi- 
sion of  the  missions  in  which,  with  its  connivance,  has  grown  up 
an  evil  it  has  not  courage  now  to  grapple  with.     For  eleven 
years  it  has  sustained  its  missionaries  in  that  field,  knowing 
from  their  own  avowal  that  they  would  "not  exclude  a  member 
from  a  mission  church  merely  for  being  a  Slaveholder;"  nor 
'•  make  it  a  condition  of  admission  that  a  candidate  should  ex- 
})ress  a  determination  not  to  live  and  die  a  Slaveholtler; "   nor 
exercise  disci[>line  for  the  buying  or  selling  of  Slaves,  except  in 
JliKjrant  cases  of  manifest  disregard  to  the  Slave's  welfare  ; 
nor  "  make  it  a  general  rule  to  discipline  for  the  separation  of 
parents  and  children  by  sale  or  purchase."     It  knew,  four  years 
ago,  that  the  Cherokee  and  Choctaw  mission  churches  contained 
thirty-seven  Slaveholders,  and  that  if  the  missionaries  them- 
selves did  not   hold  Slaves,  they  claimed  the  right  to  employ 
Slave  labor  at  their  own  discretion,  although  admitting  "  the 
inexpediency  of"  their  employing  it  except  "in  cases  of  mani- 
fest necessity;"  and  in  this  state  of  things  it  acquiesced.     Thus 
has  the  Board  connived  at  Slaveholding  without  limit  of  dura- 
tion, and  at  Slavetrading  without  respect  to  the  sanctity  of 
domestic  rights,  in  the  very  bosom  of  the  churches  it  has  called 
into  being;  and  thus  has  it  given  countenance  to  that  "defec- 
tion" of  the  neighboring  religious  bodies,  whereby  "Christian- 
ity is  represented  as  the  warrant  for  oppression,  and  Christ  as 
the  minister  of  sin."     And  now  that  the  growing  Anti-Slavery 
sentiment  of  the  North  makes  itself  more  distinctly  felt,  and 
"silence  in  the  presence  of  the  hideous  wickedness"  of  Slavery 
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is  condemned,  and  '- emban-assment  and  perplexity"  c-an  no 
longer  be  shunned  ])y  yielding  to  the  SoxitJiern  pressure,  the 
Board  thinks  it  is  nearly  time  for  '•  foreign  "  to  give  place  to 
"home  missionary  ])atronage;"  —  in  other  Avords,  is  ready  to 
resign  its  Indian  missions  to  the  watch  and  care  of  those  "relig- 
ious bodies"  in  the  neighl)oring  States,  whose  '-lamentable  de- 
fection from  the  elementary  ideas  of  Christian  morality"  it 
attests.  And  so  it  is  to  be  "relieved  from  its  embarrassment !" 
Wlicn,  after  having  heljied  to  educate  the  C'lierokecs  and  Choc- 
taws  in  a  Pro-Slavery  religion,  it  shall  have  jiassed  them  on  to 
openly  avowed  Pro-Slavery  s])iritual  guidance,  the  Board  M'ill 
lift  its  newly-washed  hands  and  say,  '•!  am  clean  from  all  com- 
jilicity  Avith  Slaveholding.  I  have  no  mission  churches  open  to 
the  entrance  of  Slaveholders  and  Slave  Trade  r.v ;  no  mission- 
aries Avho  cite  Jesus  and  tlie  Apostles  to  sanction  Slavery  and 
the  Slave  Trade  in  the  bosom  of  the  Christian  Church.  Yevily 
I  have  cleansed  mv  heart,  and  Avashcd  mv  hands  in  innocencv." 

»  •  * 

And  if  some  futui'e  Pumrov,  going  on  its  ei'i'ands  into  foreign 
lands,  to  sjiread  its  praises  and  increase  it^  wealth,  shall  meet 
recorded  jivoof  of  its  connivance  at  the  sin  of  Slavery,  his  answer 
will  ))e  ready, — "  ^A'v;' belongs  to  the  jtast  and  not  the  present 
historv  of  the  Board." 


Foreign  Ixtellige-\<i;. 

Another  national  testimony  has  been  borne,  during  the  ])a<t 
year,  against  the  Slave  system.  The  little  grouji  of  nations, 
claiming  to  lie  civilized,  which  still  njihoM  within  their  borders 
or  dependencies  this  concentration  of  essential  barbai'isin,  loses 
another  member.  Almost  alone  even  now,  the  boastful  North 
American  ]{e])ublic  bids  fair  to  be  entirely  so,  ei'e  long,  as  a  Sl'ave- 
holdinu;  and  Slaverv-unholding  nation.  The  Kinir  of  Portuiral 
has  sent  out  a  proclamation,  abolishing  Sla\-ery  at  Macao  and 
Anofola,  and  institntini?  a  svstera  of  gradual  emanciiiation  in  all 
the  Portuguese  Colonies  —  all  children  henaftei- born  in  Slavei-y 
to  become  free  on  reaching  the  age  of  twenty. 

From  notices  scattereil  through  the  news])a])ers  of  the  past 
year,  we  perceive  that  the  Russian  Government  is  making  steady 
ju'ogress  in  its  measures  for  the  emancipation  of  the  serts.  Some 
17 
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notion  of  the  mao^itiule  of  this  -work  is  given  by  a  table  of 
statistics,  which  appeared,  last  summer,  in  the  Xew  York  Herald^ 
translated  from  a  Belgian  paper.  According  to  this,  which  counts 
the  males  alone,  the  serfs  owned  by  private  citizens  are  nearly 
eleven  millions ;  the  Crown  peasants,  more  than  nine  millions ; 
the  i)easants  of  the  appanages,  or  lands  of  the  Imperial  family, 
over  seven  humlred  thousaml,  and  some  smaller  classes,  added 
to  these,  make  up  a  grand  total  of  about  twenty-four  millions. 
Reckoning  the  females  at  an  etjual  number,  the  whole  serf  popu- 
lation t-ouuts  not  less  tliaii  forty-eight  millions.  An  estimate 
made  in  LSoG  gives  nearly  half  a  million  more.  A  letter  from 
St.  Petersburg,  dated  June  ;iU,  1858,  contauis  a  list  of  thirty- 
eight  governments  which  had  then  cojnmenced  the  fonnation 
of  Committees  of  emancipation,  and  in  which  more  or  less  pro- 
gress had  been  made  in  their  deliberations.  These  srovernments 
include  within  their  bounds  about  ten  million  male  serfs.  About 
the  same  time,  a  Vienna  correspondent  of  the  London  Times 
said  "we  leara  from  St.  Petersburg,  that  the  social  refonns  in 
Russia  are  progressing  surely,  though  slowly.  Fonnerly  the 
Grand  Duke  Constantine  was  opposed  to  the  plans  of  the  Em- 
])eror,  but  his  opinions  have  recently  undergone  a  change." 

On  a  journey  which  the  Emperor  made  to  Warsaw,  last  fall, 
he  addressed  the  nobles  in  the  several  governments  throutrh 
which  he  passed,  exhorting  them  to  diligence  in  promoting  the 
great  reform,  and  commending  or  reproving,  as  their  zeal  or  slack- 
ness merited.  To  the  nobles  of  the  government  of  Tver,  he  said, 
"  I  have  confided  to  you  a  work,  one  of  the  most  important  to  you 
and  to  myself,  the  improvement  of  the  condition  of  the  peas- 
ants. I  hope  that  you  will  justify  my  confidence.  You  know 
how  much  I  have  your  Avelfare  at  heart ;  but  I  hope,  also,  that 
the  interest  of  your  peasants  is  dear  to  you.  *  «  *  »  *  j^ 
is  im}»ossible  for  us  not  to  j^roceed  harmoniously  in  our  acts, 
since  our  sole  desire  is  the  general  welfare  of  Russia."  At  Kos- 
trom<%  he  said,  "  I  thank  you  for  the  zeal  with  which  you  have 
anticipated  my  desire  to  improve  the  condition  of  the  peasants. 
This  question,  so  seriously  atfecting  Russia's  future,  moves  me 
to  the  heart.  I  hope  you  will  justify  my  expectation  in  this, 
which  is  in  a  manner  a  vital  question,  by  adapting  to  the  local 
wants  the  fundamental  principles  enunciated  in  my  rescripts, 
and  by  terminating,  with  God's  aid,  this  work,  without  detri- 
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nient  to  yourselves  or  to  tlic  peasants  !"     Tlic  nobility  of  Nijni 
Novixorod   he  thankeil  "for  having:  V»een  the  first   lo  respond " 
to  his  ex])eetation,  "in  the  grave  question  touehinu'  llic  inqn'ove- 
nient  of  the  lot  of  the  ])easantry."     Exhoi-tin^'  tlii'ni  to  abandon 
selfish  vie\vs,  eoinniendinj:^  them  for  having  "  considci-ahly  ad- 
vanced the  work,"  he  added,  "if  you  ])repare  this  great  work  con- 
scientiously, and  bring  it  to  a  ha])py  issue,  you  M'ill  give  me  fresh 
proof  of  your  attachment,  and  of  your  devotedness  to  the  jiub- 
lic  Aveal."      At  ^Moscow,  he  had  occasion  to  speak  somewhat 
sharply.      "To  my  great  regret,"  he  said,  "I  cannot  thank  you. 
Two  years   ago,  I  sjioke  to  you  of  the  necessity  of  jn-ociH'ding, 
sooner  or  later,  to   the   iiioi-m   of  those   laws   which    iH'gul;ite 
Bervitude  —  a  refoi'iii    vhlch  rnn.^f  vonie  from   ahocc,    tlu't   it 
ran II  not  come  fro)n  hdotry      [A  hint  which  the  Slaveholdiug 
aristocracy  of  our  own  country  Avould  do  well  to  heed.]      "3Iy 
words  have  been  ill  undei-stood.     Since  then,  tliis  reform  has 
been  the  object  of  my  constant  solicitude,  and  having  invoked 
tlu.' Divine  bk'ssing  on  my  uiidci'takiiig,  I  have  commenced  the 
work.      *****!  fxpcftcd  the  nobility  of  Moscow 
would  be  the  first  to  answer  my  a]i])eal.     l>ut  the  nobles  of 
Nijui  Novgorod  took  the   lead,  and  Moscow  figures  neither  in 
the  second  nor  third  rank.     I  have  felt  great  sorroAV  at  this, 
because  I  love  Moscow  as  my  native  city.     I  liave  fixed  for  you 
the  bases  of  the  reform,  and  I  shall  never  sxcerve  from  t/tcm. 
*     «     *     *     »     You,  yourselves,  in  your  own  interest,  ought  to 
endeavor  to  improve  the  condition  of  the  peasants.     ***** 
Do  you  understand  me,  gentlemen  ?  "     Tliey  understood  him,  if 
we  may  credit  the  statement  of  a  letter  from  St.  Petersburg,  on 
the  22d   of  November,  that    "the  speech  of  the  Emperor,  at 
Moscow,  ])roduced    an   excellent    eflect.      The   nobles    learned 
from  it  that   emancipation  is  irrevocably  detennine<l  on."     The 
same  letter  states  that  "while  the  great  measure  of  liberation 
is  going  on,  the  Emi)eror  has,  in  s])ite  of  all  o])])Osition,  emanci- 
pated all  the  peasants  on  the  ajjpanages,  or  lands  of  the  Impe- 
rial family,  comprising  several  hundred  thousand  souls."     The 
Director  of  the  "DejKirtment  of  the  Ajipanages,"  tried  to  dis- 
suade the  Em]>eror  from  so  ])rompt  an  adoption  of  this  measure, 
telling  him  "the  lot  of  those  peasants  Avas  so  happy  under  his  ad- 
ministration, that  not  one  of  them  would  take  the  liberty  granted 
by  the  ukase."     The  Emperor's  answer  will  suit  quite  as  well 


132  REPORT. 

another  meridian,  where  it  is  fashionable  to  say  "  the  Slaves  are 
(■(jutcntcHl  and  hapi)y,  and  wouhln't  take  freedom  if  it  were  of- 
fered." He  said,  "  so  mnch  the  better,  il'  they  remain  in  their 
viUages,  but  tee  shall  nevertheless  have  done  our  duty  if  we  treat 
them  with  humanity."  The  event,  however,  proved  that  even 
well-treated  bondmen  love  liberty  too  well  to  accept  Slavery, 
even  with  kind  usage,  when  they  can  be  free.  The  ukase  had 
se;ircely  appeared,  when  the  peasants',  by  a  general  movement, 
hastened  "to  inscribe  themselves  as  willinjir  to  chanixe  tlieir 
condition."  Anutlier  letter  of  the  same  date,  from  St.  Peters- 
burg, says,  "the  question  of  emancipation,  so  far  as  it  depends 
upon  the  Emjieror,  is  getting  on  rapidly.  lie  has  just  ordered 
that  the  serfs  belonging  to  the  mines,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Minister  of  Finance,  be  freed  in  six  months,  and  three  Commit- 
tees have  been  organized  to  carry  this  order  into  effect."  A  letter 
fi'om  the  same  place,  on  the  27th  of  Xovember,  mentions  that  the 
Committee  of  St.  Petersburg  had  finished  its  deUberations,  and 
presented  their  results  to  the  Emperor.  We  gather  trom  his 
speeclies  to  the  nobles,  that  when  the  reports  of  all  the  govern- 
ments sliall  have  come  in,  two  delegates  from  each  Committee 
are  to  meet  at  St.  Petersburg,  and,  as  a  general  Committee,  re- 
vise all  the  various  pro])ositions,  and  complete  a  definite  })lan. 
It  is  sai<l  that  all  the  phnis  discussed  may  be  included  in  two 
classes ;  the  one  conforming  to  the  Impeiial  rescript,  which,  as 
we  stated  in  our  last  report,  proposes  a  "transition  state,"  to 
continue  not  longer  than  twelve  years ;  the  other  calling  for 
"complete,  inunediate  emancipation,"  as  attended  with  less 
danger  tlian  "transitory  situations."  "We  need  not  say  which 
seems  to  us  the  wiser  proposition. 

A  recent  number  of  the  London  Anti- Slavery  Advocate  brings 
us  intelligence  of  a  movement,  just  beginning  in  Great  BritaxU, 
for  the  formation  of  a  National  Anti-Slavery  League.  The 
Edinburg  Young  Glen's  Anti-Slavery  Society,  at  its  last 
meeting,  in  March  last,  resolved  to  give  its  "  strenuous  support 
to  the  organization  of  a  National  Anti-Slavery  League,  with 
an  annual  conference,  based  upon  the  same  principles  as  the 
American  Anti-Slavery  Society;  the  object  of  which  League 
shall  be  to  diffuse,  organize,  and  direct  the  Anti-Slavery  spirit  of 
this  country,  and  Avork  out  Great  Britain's  special  province  in 
the  struggle ;  endeavoring,  at  the  same  time,  to  redouble  the  aid 
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already  given  to  our  fellow-workers  in  America ;  and  that  the 
various  Societies  be  addressed,  and  urged  to  take  immediate 
ste]»s  in  the  matter." 

Our  cause  has  had  a  faithful  and  efficient  representative  in 
Great  Britain,  for  the  last  few  months,  in  the  person  of  Miss 
Sarau  p.  Remoxd.     In  public  lectures  and  in  }»rivate  confer- 
ences, she  has  labored  diligently  and  done  good  service ;   and 
while  commending  Anti-Slavery  truth  to  the  lavorable  regard  of 
listening  multitudes,  or  circles  more  select,  has  won  for  herself 
a])})lause,  and  personal  esteem  and  friendship  wherever  she  has 
ooiie.     Amonti  the  fruits  of  her  successful  eifoi-ts,  we  mav  reckon 
a  donation  of  $^100  from  iIr'  AVarrinu-ton   Anti-Slavcrv  Sociotv 
to  our  Society ;  and  the  excellent  Address  of  the  inhabitants  of 
"Warrington  and  its  neighborhood  to  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  "agreed  to  at  a  crowded  meeting  held  in  the  largest 
l)ubli('  room  in  the  town,''  and  signed  by  the  Mayor,  the  Rector, 
the  Member  of  Parliament  for  the    borougli,  and    more    than 
tliirty-tivehundix-d  of  tlie  iidiabitants  ;  moi'e,  by  twelve  hundred, 
it  i^  .stated,  than  ever,  in  that  plaee,  signed  any  previous  address 
or  petition.     As  the  Address  i>  brief  we  coj'y  it  entire. 

''The  'pruicijile  that  man  cannot  hold  ]iro]X'rty  in  man 
a}»]iears  to  us  so  reasonable,  and  of  sueh  universal  application, 
that  we  are  ready,  at  first,  to  believe  it  nnist  also  be  of  universal 
jiraetice.  ])Ut  when  we  are  ]iainfully  remindeil  that  in  Amer- 
ica, men  and  Avomen,  of  like  passions  with  ourselves,  are  bought 
and  sold,  and  treated  as  chattels,  it  is  difKcult  to  reduce  our  re- 
monstrances to  a  set  form.  We  think  nature  herself  should 
resent  the  outrage.  It  is  hard  to  coin  our  hearts  into  arguments, 
to  twist  our  feelings  into  logic,  and  with  words  to  vindicate  the 
stani]!  of  (Tod. 

Inasmucli,  hoAvever,  as  Slavery  lias  grown  up  through  genera- 
tion after  generation,  as  an  Institution  of  America,  and  as  thus 
Avhat  is  an  outrage  may  be  looked  upon  as  a  jjroduct  of  nature, 
we  will  attempt  to  frame  an  ajijieal. 

By  our  common  humanity,  whieh  Slavery  insiilts  —  by  the 
one  origin,  one  ])robation,  and  one  end  of  all  men,  be  they  black 
or  white — by  that  one  God  who  sits  above  the  consciences  of 
all  :t^  universal  Lord  —  and  }>y  that  final  account  whieh,  without 
distinction  of  Master  or  Slave,  Ave  must  all  render  uji  at  the 
great  day  —  by  these  considerations  Ave  ap]R-al  to  you  —  to  you 
Avho  now  ply  this  unlaAvful  traflie,  that  you  relinquish  it  forever; 
—  and  to  you  avIio  are  engaged  in  the  noble  Avork  of  Aliolition, 
that  you  go  forAvard,  conscious  that  you  haAe  Avith  you  the  great 
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heart  of  Enirlanfl,  that,  ui  your  liiii;liest  enthusiasm,  keeps  equal 
pulse  with  yours — -and,  if  it  were  allowed  to  speak  out,  the 
great  heart  of  man. 

We  make  this  appeal,  not  in  the  spirit  of  dictation,  but  of 
friendship.  We  recoi^nize  the  eomtnon  brotherhood  of  all 
men;  and  this  appeal  is  Iodised  with  our  white  brother  on  behalf 
of  him  who  is  no  less  our  brother,  and  whose  equality,  as  it  is 
established  in  nature,  we  would  desire  to  see  established  in  uni- 
versal recognition." 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Warrington  Anti-Slavery 
Society,  accompanying  the  Address,  says,  "Miss  Remoxd's  ex- 
ertions have  been  eminently  serviceable  by  stimulating  into 
more  active  life  the  existing  sentiment  of  our  town.  ***** 
The  strong  conviction  of  injustice  attendant  upon  the  system  of 
Slaveholding  is  too  indelil)ly  stamped  upon  the  national  mind 
ever  to  be  efface<l,  and  there  only  needs  some  exciting  cause  to 
evidence  its  vitality." 

The  Protestants  of  Belgium  have  also  sent  their  word  of  gen- 
tle, earnest,  eloquent  admonition  to  those  in  this  land,  who, 
while  calling  themselves  Christians,  hold,  or  help  to  hold  Christ 
in  Slavery,  in  the  persons  of  his  dark-hued  brethren.  It  is 
a<ldressed  in  terms  "  to  the  Christians  of  the  United 
States  wno  support  Slavery  ; "  and  uses  such  a  force  of  argu- 
ment, persuasion,  warning,  and  entreaty,  as  we  see  not  how  any 
who  deserve  the  name  of  Christian,  can  gainsay  or  resist. 


Obituary. 

Again  we  liave  to  mourn  the  loss  of  faithful  and  beloved 
co-workers,  taken  from  among  us  since  our  last  yearly  gathering. 
In  the  death  of  Ellis  Gray  Loring,  Esq.,  of  Boston,  on  the 
24th  of  May  last,  at  the  age  of  fifty-five  yeai-s,  the  Anti-Slavery 
cause  was  — to  hiuuan  apprehension  many  years  too  soon  —  be- 
reft of  one  of  its  earhest,  wortliiest,  and  most  honored  fi-iends. 
We  cannot,  in  the  space  at  our  command,  if  it  were  possible, 
indeed,  in  any  space,  render  in  words  a  fitting  tribute  to  his 
worth,  or  do  full  justice  to  the  high  esteem,  the  warmth  of  per- 
sonal regard,  and  strength  of  friendly  attachment,  which  his  rare 
blending  of  amiable  and  noble  qualities  elicited  from  us  and  all 
who  knew  him  well ;  nor  tell  his  gentleness,  his  truth  in  every 
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trial,  his  sound  integrity,  quiet  finnncss,  courteous  s])cecli  and 
bearing,  liis  moral  courage  and  almost  excessive  modesty,  his 
warm  affection,  sterling  sense,  and  calm,  deliberate  Avisdom,  his 
delicacy,  refinement,  tenderness  of  soul,  averse  to  controversy 
and  shrinking  from  pul^lic  notice,  yet  cou]>led  with  a  conscien- 
tiousness and  strong  humanity  which  made  him  sacrifice  his 
tastes  and  feelings,  the  instincts  of  his  sensitive,  retirincr  nature, 
to  brave  conspicuity,  re])n)ach,  and  sti'ife,  and  risk  social  ]iosition 
and  jirofessional   success,  in   serving  the  imjicrilled  right,  and 
testifying  for  nn]io](ular  and  ]»ersecuted  truth,  and  heli>in2;  the 
outcast  and  desjiised.      "When  Mr.  (tahuisox  began  this  niove- 
uuiit  for  the  Slaves'  <lelivei-ance,  and  few  M'ere  at  once  eidiLrht- 
ened,  honest,  and   bold  enough   to  show  themselves  ujxm   his 
\:ide,  he  was  among  those  few.     lie  was  found  in  the  little  com- 
|)any  which  met  in  the  vestry  of  the  colored  ])eo]ile"s  church  in 
Jielknap  street,  Boston,  to  deliberate  on  the  firmation  of  a  New 
England  Anti-Slavery  Society;  an<l  though  at  first  he  hesitated 
as  to  the  ex]»edieiiey  of  taking  grtjuiid  exjiressly  f)r  ^'  iunit'diote 
emaneii»ation,"  his  clear  disccniment  and  fidelity  to  ri^ht  would 
not  ]ierniit  him  l(;)ng  to  he>itate;  and  having  once  subscribeil 
that  vital  article  of  our  Anti-Slavery  faith,  he  was  true  to  it  till 
death ;    and    was    among   the  most    efticienl    inembers    of  the 
organization  formeil  to  ujihold  it.      For  many  years  he  Avas  a 
Manager  of  that  Society,  and  to  him  his  associates  could  ever 
look  with  confidenee  for  tlie  soundest  judgment  and  most  trust- 
worthy counsel.       In  his  ])rofession  as  a  lawyer,  too,  he  found 
and  u<ed  occasions  to  serve  the  cause  of  freedom.     His  name  is 
lionoral)ly  associatcl  Avith  the  case   Avhicli  gave    the  Sujireiiie 
Court  of  Massachusetts  an  o])]iortunity  to  afiirm  the  i-ight  of  a 
Slave  to  freedom,  Avhen  broufrht  by  his  jiretended  OAvner  into 
Massachusetts;  —  one  stej)  toward  that  ]>osition  Avhich  that  and 
every  other  so-called  Free   Slate  must  yet  take  in  order  to  be 
truly  free, —  that,  brought   or  coming  of  his  oAvn   accord,  no  hu- 
man being  shall  continue  a  Slave  a  moment  after  he  has  touched 
its  soil  and  breathed  its  air.      To  Mr.  LoKi\<i"s  zeal  and  earnest 
devotion  and  legal  skill  and  ability  is  due,  in  no  small  deirree, 
the  right  decision  of  that  case,  Avhich  not  oidy  secured  to  little 
Med  her  freedom,  but  established  an  imjiortant  legal  ]>rincii>le, 
as  a  breakwater  against  the  rising  tide  of  Slaveholdinir  afr^'res- 
siou.      He  bore  his  testimony,  too,  against  the  prejudice  Avhich 
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proscribes  the  colored  man  froin  all  but  menial  employments,  by- 
Retting  the  first  example  of  educating  for  his  own  profession  one 
of  that  proscribed  class.  When  free  speech  and  the  right  of 
peaceably  assembling  to  promote  the  cause  of  freedom  were 
menaced  with  prohibitory  legislation  at  the  hint  of  a  time-serv- 
ing Governor,  Mr.  Louixg  was  prompt  to  "stand  in  the  gap," 
and  as  one  of  those  who  wont  before  the  Legislative  Committee 
to  protest  against  the  meditatetl  outrage,  helped  to  prevent  its 
perpetration.  The  infamous  enactment  of  a  Pro-Slavery  Con- 
gress, which  would  have  turned  the  whole  North  into  a  hunting- 
ground  for  Slavecatchers,  insj)ired  in  him  neither  respect  nor 
fear.  His  roof  gave  shelter  to  Ellen  Craft,  when  the  base  minis- 
ters of  the  lower  law  were  seeking  her  to  drag  her  back  to  Slavery. 
Not  least  among  the  proots  he  gave  of  self-forgetting  f  lithful- 
ness  to  the  cause,  was  his  continuing  to  act  as  one  of  the  Finan- 
cial Committee  of  the  hated,  dreaded,  vilified  Liberator^  letting 
his  name  appear  in  it  in  testimony  thereof^  from  week  to  week, 
up  to  the  very  last  before  the  number  which  announced  his 
death.  Though  for  a  few  years  past  he  was  but  seldom  seen  in 
public  Anti-Slavery  gatherings,  feeling  that  now  his  presence 
was  less  needed  there,  yet  he  never  lost  his  interest  in  the 
cause,  nor  cease<l  in  unconspicuous  ways  to  serve  it.  Nor  has 
he  ceased  to  serve  it  yet.  The  influence  of  his  bright  example 
lives;  the  memory  of  his  beautiful  life,  —  of  his  words  of  truth 
and  deeds  of  goodness  —  is  with  us  still  to  guide,  inspire,  and 
strengthen,  as  we  toil  on  a  little  longer,  urging  the  cause  he 
loved  each  day  still  nearer  to  its  certain  final  triumph. 

On  the  14th  of  last  October,  the  Hon.  William  Jay,  Ion£; 
and  well  known  as  among  the  most  determined  enemies  of 
Slavery,  died  at  his  residence,  near  Bedford,  in  Westchester 
county,  N.  Y.,  at  the  age  of  sLxty-nine  years.  As  early  as  18.'}5, 
when  the  violence  of  the  Pro-Slavery  mob  in  all  parts  of  the 
North  was  furiously  striving  to  crush  the  Anti-Slavery  move- 
ment in  its  infancy,  he  openly  identified  himself  with  it,  pul)- 
lishing  an  able  work  in  its  behalf,  and  has  ever  since  held  fast 
the  faith  he  then  avowed.  He  has,  from  time  to  time,  made 
valuable  contributions  to  its  literature,  and  in  other  ways  has 
aided  to  promote  it.  Though,  from  a  difference  on  some  points 
as  to  measures,  he  ceased,  some  years  ago,  to  be  a  member  of 
our  Society,  yet  he  was  always  one  ^vith  it  in  principle,  and  felt 
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a  deep  iiitere>;t  in  its  doinors,  was  a  subscriber  to  its  official 
organ,  and  a  fi-eqnent  welcome  visitor  at  its  office,  to  s])eak 
words  of  counst'l  and  encouracfemcut,  which  will  not  be  soon 
forgotten,  to  those  Avho  labor  in  its  service  there.  Inheriting  a 
venerated  nain(\  an<l  M'orthily  upholding  the  honor  it  conferred, 
res)iected  as  a  man  ami  as  a  magistrate,  giving  the  forces  of  a 
cnltivattMl  mind  an<l  a  l)enevolent  heart  to  various  enteqn-ises 
Avhich  aim  at  bettering  the  condition  of  mankind,  as  Avell  as  to 
the  flnties  of  his  ])rivate  and  official  stations,  and  thus  achiev- 
ing—  what  he  well  deserved  —  beside  his  other  dignities,  the 
re). Illation  of  a  Christian  ]ihilanthro]»ist,  lie  had  a  Aveight  of 
influence  to  em]>lov  in  tinor  of  this  cause,  Avliich  few  among  its 
advocates  can  claim:  and  it  is  still  more  to  liis  credit  to  have 
used  it  well  than  to  have  had  it  in  so  large  amount.  His  faitli- 
ful  '.lealing  Avith  the  Tract  Society  and  kindred  organizations, 
for  their  delinqnejicy  and  treason  to  the  right,  is  knoAvn  to  all 
who  are  familiar  Avith  the  history  of  reform  among  us.  But  a 
fow  iiioiitli--  before  his  death,  he  took  occasion  —  from  a  request 
for  ])ecuiiiai-y  ai.l  to  an  a\ixiliary  of  the  American  Ti-act  So- 
ciety—  to  bear  anew  hi-^  testimony  against  that  bod v,  in  such 
terms  as  these:  —  "]>elial  may  Avell  be  content  th;it  the  So- 
ciety shall,  in  the  name  of  Christ,  do  battle  against  dancing, 
novel-reading.  tobacco-cheAving,  Sec,  and  even  promulgate  gos- 
].el  doctrines,  Avhile  it  abstains  from  all  assaults  on  his  oaa-h 
favorite  institution,  comprising,  as  it  does,  the  sura  of  all  villa- 
nies.  *****  Tin.  D^mi  -who,  by  affirming  the  rightfulness 
of  Slavery,  confounds  the  moral  sense,  and  subverts  all  moral 
distinctions,  I  denounce  as  a  criminal  agauist  our  common  hu- 
manity, and  Avittingly  or  uuAvittingly,  an  enemy  of  Christ.  Yet 
such  a  man  the  Tract  Society  delights  to  honor,  and  commits  to 
liim  absolute  censorship  of  the  press."  Judge  Jay,  moreover  — 
judge  as  he  Avas  —  kncAv  Avell  enough  the  relative  authority  of 
the  higher  and  the  loAver  hiAv,  to  liave  no  reA^erence  for  the 
statute  Avhich  liounds  on  the  kidnapper  after  his  "legal "  prey. 
His  Avill  contains  a  bequest  to  his  son,  John  Jay  —  the  Avorthy 
almoner  of  such  a  bounty  —  of '^^IdOO  in  trust,  to  be  a].] .lied,  at 
his  discretion,  in  ])romoting  the  safety  and  comfort  of  Fugitive 
Slaves."  The  ])lessing  of  them  that  Avere  ready  to  j.erish  shall 
come  upon  liim,  and  the  delivered  bondman  shall  be  the  witness 

18 
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for  him  wlieii  the  jiulc^ient  goes  forth,  "inasmuch  as  ye  did  it 
to  one  of  the  least  of  these,  ye  did  it  unto  me." 

On  the  13th  of  March,  at  Eagleswood,  near  Perth  Amboy, 
N.  J.,  died  AuxoLD  Buffum,  one  of  the  veteran  sohliers  of  the 
Anti-Slavery  wai-lare,  in  his  seventy-eighth  year.     He  was  one 
of  the  twelve  who,  in  January,  1832,  formed  the  Xew  England 
Anti-Slavery  Society,  of  which  he  was  the  first  President,  and 
the  first  lecturing  agent.     In  the  latter  capacity  he  labored  with 
mucli  zeal,  and  industry,  and  etficiency.    lie  was  a  member,  also, 
of  the  Convention  which,  in  December,  1S33,  formed  the  Amer- 
ican Anti-Slavery  Society,  and  attixed  his  name  to  its  Declara- 
tion of  Sentiments.     .Vfter  the  secession  of  1840,  he  ceased,  for 
a  time,  to  act  with  our  Society;  not,  as  he  often  said,  from  want 
of  confidence  in  his  old  associates,  but  because  he  thought,  in 
his  circiunstances  then,  he  could  better  seiwe  the  cause  in  con- 
nection with  the  new  Society.     However  we  may  regret  this 
as  an  error  of  judgment,  we  doubt  not  that  he  acted  conscien- 
tiously, and  he  certainly  has  not  faltered  in  his  testimony  against 
Slavery.     The  following  extract  from  a  letter,  written  to  Mr. 
(Jakuison,  on  the   l"Sth  n['  last  January,  shows   how  he  felt  to- 
ward the  organization  he  liad  helped  to  fonii  twenty-five  years 
before.     ''Should  an  opportimity  be  permitted  me,  at  the  next 
.Vnnual  fleeting  of  the  American  Anti-Slavery  Society,  I  should 
l)e  happy  to  declare  my  unbroken  unity  Avith  those  who  took  tlie 
lead  in  that  modern  revival  of  that  work  and  labor  of  love,  AvhicV 
is  now  spi(\iding  a  most  hopeful  an<l  encouraging    influence 
throuijchout  the  civilized  world ;  and  which  will  certainly  bring 
the  day  when  every  y(jke  of  bondage  will  be  broken,  and  the 
oppressed  go  free;   when  the  whole  world  shall  unite  in  the 
observance  of  such  a  iast  as  God  has  chosen ;   and  when  we 
all  shall  rejoii'e  in   the  coming  of  'an   acceptable  day  to  the 
Lord.^" 

lie  was  a  man  of  serene  and  cheerful  temper,  and  his  natur- 
ally buoyant  spirit  was  sustained  by  a  firai,  religious  faith.  He 
had  a  lull  belief  in  the  brotherhood  of  man,  and  in  the  Father- 
hood of  God.  He  believed  that  the  Almighty,  as  he  had  prom- 
ised, would  break  the  rod  of  the  oppressor,  and  let  the  oppressed 
go  free.  This  belief  animated  him  in  his  long-continued  labors 
in  behalf  of  his  fellow-men,  and  inspired  him  with  unabated  con- 
fidence in  God.     Ilia  last  few  years  were  spent  with  his  chil- 
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»lreii  and  ^rainl-clnldren,  at  EafrlesAvood,  avIric  liis  liil"  ol»l)i'(l 
peacefully  and  liaj)j)i!y  away,  aii<l  wlieii  the  aiipoinicd  liour  had 
come,  lie  ijently  yielded  hi^  breath,  with  the  :i»ur,nire  tliat  he 
was  falliuij:  into  his  Heavenly  Father's  arms,  and  that  a  ulnrious 
future  was  before  him.  His  survivini^  coadjutoi's  in  the  cause 
of  oppressed  humanity  a\  ill  remembi'i-  his  nntirintj;  zeal,  his 
indomitaljle  couraue,  his  unwearied  diliu'i  in'c.  The  jie^jile  of 
enlur  will  e\ei'  l>ear  in  min<l  hi-  manly  and  nntlim-hinir  ad^orarv 
iif  their  riuht-.  And  none  wIim  knew  him  Mill  e\  rr  Iom'  \\\v 
!m)ires>i()n  ul'  his  straightibrwai'diiess  in  e\x-ry  uood  wmk  to 
w  lilch  111'  was  cjdlcd. 

.Vnd  now,  juvt  as  avo  are  turninu'  ii-<*m  the  clo^inLr  to  the  o]ien- 
iiiU'  year,  and  girdinn,-  up  uui'  strenuth  for  the  tolN  aiid  trials  of 
a  new  camjiaii^ii.  Death  nnikes  another  Li'a]'  in  oui'  adxanfiiii;- 
eolunm.  No  truer  lieart  ]ia>  e\rr  beat  in  all  it-  M'i-iie<l  ranks, 
no  bi-;i\c]-  sjiii-it  e\tr  answcrrd  to  tin-  liattlc  c.-dl  of  Fre(Mloni  by 
leajiini:,-  lo  Ih.t  \aii,  and  meetiuLT  n\  hat>o('\ cr  fatr  await'-  it  there, 
than  tli.it  1  vwv  hrart  w  hich  ha<  ju-t  eea--('t  it-  bcMtini;' ;  than  that 
bra\f  vjiii'it  \\Iiicli  ]\:\^  ']\\<\  -jone  up  li'oin  the  forctiMnt  of  our 
an-ay.  On  llic  "JStli  (,('  April,  at  tlii^'  a-c  of  1it'!\-t\\o,  C'jiaulks 
V.  HoVKY  dird  in  r>o-ton.  He  had  not  been,  like  those  of 
whom  W(.'  haA  e  already  s]ioken,  amouu'  the  tii'-t  to  inlist  in  the 
Anti-Slavrry  cauM' ;  but  from  the  moment  when  it~.  claims  came 
clearly  and  distinctly  to  his  moral  virion,  and  conviraii,^.,;  ij^. 
assent  of  hi>  whole  sjdritual  nature,  he  ha-  brcii  Ib'ind  amon^," 
its  tirmcst  friends,  its  boldest  a<h'oeatcs,  its  m(»>t  diligent  j'l'o- 
moter.>.  A  successful  merchant,  he  lieM  tin'  wealth  hi--  iudu-- 
try  and  business  talents  had  acciimulatc(l,  a-  a  sacred  tru-t  ibi- 
universal  humanity,  and  of  conrse  has  made  it  tribii(ar\-.  in  larL^'c 
measure,  to  this  cause,  which  reaches  down  to  hnmaiiit  \ '>  ]o\\cst 
k-vel  to  lift  it  n]>  fi'om  uttermost  debasement.  A  man  of  clear 
intellect,  and  honest  heai't,  lie  saw  the  mauniitude  and  bearing 
of  the  pi-inci]iles  our  work  involves,  and  u'rasjied  tlii'iu  with  a 
(•oi're>)ioni]iiiLC  earnestness.  Unfettei'ed  by  forms.  rcLTardlcs  of 
the  /i"s/,-.s  of  faith,  he  sought  the  lixiiej;  kernel,  and  m.'le  it 
fructiiy  in  jiractical  beneficence.  In  the  words  of  a  iu-~t  (.■u1ol;'\-, 
pi-oiio\uiced  ;it  his  funeral.  '' His  inteutit  v  sto<)il  like  the  Al]'-; 
his  benevolence  was  extended,  diff"usive.  o\  erfhiwiiiu'  like  the 
Nile  ;  his  ])hilanthi-opy  broad  as  the  whole  earth.  Hi>  ].ei--ona] 
independence  and  moral  courage  weie  (.ijiial  to  any  emeiLieiicy  ; 
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he  asked  not  what  was  popular,  but  only  what  was  rigid.  Sim- 
ple ami  unpreteii(liii<:^  in  his  manners,  unselfish  in  his  aims,  an<l 
transparent  as  a  perfect  mirror,  he  soiiujlit  no  distinction,  and 
desired  no  cons{)icuity.  In  his  teelin<fs,  j)rinciples,  and  conduct, 
he  was  thoroughly  democratic,  in  the  highest  and  noblest  sense 
of  that  term.  He  was  a  hearty  despiser  of  all  sliams ;  he  ab- 
horred the  proscri[)tive  spirit  of  caste,  in  every  form;  he  saw 
through  the  frivolous  distinctions  and  hollow  conventionalities 
of  society, — was  of  the  people,  with  the  people,  and  for  the  peo- 
ple, as  against  usurpation,  oppression,  ami  monopoly, —  and  with 
the  poet  Burns  saw  and  affirmed  — 

'  Tho  rank  is  but  the  guinea's  .^^tanip, 
The  man  's  the  gold,  fur  a"  that.' 

Freedom  was  the  element  in  which  his  spirit  delighteil  to  dwell, 
—  that  freetlom  which  saves,  elevates,  and  blesses  all  its  recipi- 
ents. With  him,  free  inquiry,  free  speech,  a  free  platform,  tree 
trade,  were  no  rhetorical  flourishes,  no  party  catch-words,  but 
vital  princi{)les,  to  be  cherished,  asserted,  pr  "agated,  at  all 
times,  at  whatever  cost;  and  for  their  diffusion  nd  vindication 
he  was  ever  ready  to  take  any  risk,  and  to  make       y  sacrifice. 

"In  all  the  relations  of  life,  he  was  most  exemplary — a  model 
merchant,  a  devoted  husband,  a  most  affectionate  father,  a  ster- 
ling friend.  His  religion  m  as  that  of  the  Good  Samaritan,  and 
therefore  unrecognized  as  religion  by  Priest  and  Levite.  All 
forms  of  misery,  destitution,  and  helplessness  a]ij)ealed  to  him 
for  aiil,  and  reatlily  obtained  it ;  for  his  benevolence  was  inex- 
haustible. If  all  who  have  been  helped  by  his  counsel,  and 
blessed  by  his  charity,  were  present  on  this  occasion,  the  throng 
would  V)e  multitudinous.  His  removal  will  be  felt  as  a  general 
bereavement,  and  the  tears  of  thousands  in  other  parts  of  the 
country,  who  knew  his  worth  by  report,  but  were  not  pei*sonally 
ac({uainted  with  him,  will  freely  mingle  with  the  tears  of  his 
householil  and  bosom  friends.  More  even  than  this  —  the  gen- 
erous, intrepid,  uncompromising  friend  and  defender  of  the  mil- 
lions of  manacled  and  dehumanized  Slaves  in  our  guilty  land, 
as  he  was,  they  will  constitute  a  vast  procession  to  follow  his 
remains  to  the  grave,  bewailing  their  loss." 

That  Mr.  HovEY  was  a  most  sincere'  and  devoted,  as  well  as 
generous  frien<l  of  the  Anti-Slavery  cause,  the  following  clause 
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from  liis  -will,  whicli  we  ]»ublisli  here  in  justice  to  bis  memory 
and  character,  abundantly  shows: 

Article  16.  Alter  setting  aside  sufficient  funds  to  ])ay  all 
lejxacies  and  bequests  herein  made,  I  direct  my  said  Trustees  to 
hold  all  the  rest  and  residue  of  my  estate,  real,  jiersonal  and 
mixed,  in  sjiecial  trust  for  tlie  following  pur|)Oses,  namely  ;  to 
pay  over,  out  of  tlie  interest  and  principal  of  said  special  trust, 
a  sum  of  not  less  than  eight  thousand  dollars  annually,  until 
the  saiiic  be  all  exhausted,  to  saiil  Wendell  Phillips,  William 
Lloyd  (iai-risoii,  Ste])hen  S.  Foster,  Abljy  K.  Foster,  Parker 
Pil]^l)ury,  Henry  C.  Wright,  P^'rancis  Jackson  and  Charles  K. 
Whip])le,  ami  their  survivors  and  survivor,  for  them  to  use  and 
ex]ii.iid,  at  their  discretion,  without  any  res])onsibility  to  any  one, 
for  jti'oniotion  of  the  Anti-Slavery  cause  and  other  ]-eforms,  such 
as  AVoman's  IJights,  Nt)n-Iiesistance,  Free  Trade  and  Tenijier- 
ance,  at  their  discretion;  and  I  request  said  AVeiiilell  I'hillii'S 
and  his  said  associate's  to  ex])end  not  less  than  eight  tho\isand 
dollars  annually,  by  the  preparation  ami  circulation  of  l)ot)ks, 
newspa]iei-s.  emjilovini:  airents,  an<l  the  delivery  of  lectures  that 
will,  ill  their  judixnii  nt,  change  ]>ublic  opinion,  and  secure  the 
abolition  lA'  Slavery  in  the  United  States,  and  ]>romote  said 
other  returni--.  Believing  that  the  chain  ujion  four  millions  of 
slaves,  with  tyrant^  at  one  en<l  and  liy]i<ici-ites  at  the  other,  has 
become  the  strongest  bond  of  the  Union  of  the  States,  I  desire 
sail]  Phillips  and  his  associates  to  expend  said  be(]uest  by  em- 
jiloying  such  agents  as  believe  an<l  ju'actice  the  ddctrine  of  "  Xo 
union  with  sla\  elmlders,  religiously  f)r  jiolitically  "  ;  and  by  cir- 
culating such  iiulilications  as  tend  to  destroy  every  })ro-slavery 


Agents,  Publicatioxs,  &c. 

We  have  but  little  s])ace  left  in  which  to  make  a  bare  men- 
tion of  the  Society's  operations  during  the  year.  In  pursuance 
of  its  great  object,  the  renewing  of  the  national  heart  and  c<»n- 
science,  so  that  the  great  wickedness  of  human  Slavery  may  be 
rejtenteil  of  and  ])Ut  away,  it  has  been  instant,  in  season  and  out 
of  seaso)),  in  jn-oclaiming  those  truths,  princi]>les,  ideas,  and 
facts,  all  which  jxnnt  directly  to  the  Duty,  the  Policy,  the 
Safety,  and  the  Necessity  of  the  entire  abolition  of  Slavery  in 
the  country.  In  jiromulgating  these  truths,  it  has  had  as  its 
agents,  directly  or  indirectly,  the  following  )>ersons:  Pakker 
Plllsbuky,  and  Axdkew  T.  Fuss,  of  New  Hampshire;   Kev. 
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X.  K.  JoHXSTOX,  of  the  Retbrmed  Presbyterian  Churcli  in  Ver- 
inuut;  Ciiaki.es  C.  Burleigh,  of  Conneeticut;  Cuarles  K. 
Whipple,  Charles  L.  Remoxd,  Sarah  P.  Rehoxd,  Joseph  A. 
HowLAXD,  and  Fraxces  IL  Drake,  of  Massachusetts ;  Aaron 
M.  Powell,  Sallie  IIolley,  Caroline  F.  Putnam,  Susan  B. 
Anthony,  and  Rev.  William  H.  Fish,  of  Xew  York;  and 
Daniel  S.  Whitney,  in  Iowa,  &c.  The  Society  also  had  tlie 
frefnieiit  and  invahuible  aid,  in  public  advocacy  of  its  objects,  of 
William  I.loyd  Ctarrison,  Wendell  Phillips,  Esq.,  Rev. 
Theodore  Parkki£,  Rev.  William  II.  Furness,  Rev.  T.  W. 
HiGGiNSON,  Rev.  Adin  Ballou,  Rev.  Samuel  J.  May,  Edmund 

QuiNCY,  Esq.,  ^Irs.  LUCRETIA  3IoTT,  .1.  ]MlLLER  McKiM,  STE- 
PHEN S.  Foster,  Ezra  II.  Heywood,  William  Wells  Brown, 
Henry  C.  Wright,  J.  Symington  Brown,  G.  B.  Stebihns, 
Rev.  C.  B.  Campbell,  of  Iowa,  Marius  R.  Robinson,  of  Ohio, 
Rev.  M.  D.  Conway,  Rev.  Frederick  Frothingham,  of  Maine, 
and  many  others. 

Xumerous  ^leetin^s  and  Conventions  have  been  held  in  all 
parts  of  the  Eastern,  Xorthern,  and  Western  States;  the  general 
arrangement  and  superintendence  of  which,  as  well  as  of  the 
Society's  publications,  and  of  the  distribution  of  the  same,  has 
been  with  the  Acting  (xcneral  Agent,  Samuel  ]May,  Jr. 

Besides  its  .Vnuual  Rei)orts  t()r  185G,  '57,  '.')S,  two  reports 
in  one  })amphlet  of  2U8  pages,  —  a  document  of  great  ability  and 
value  as  a  history  of  the  cause  during  the  two  years  from  May, 
1856  to  May,  185S, —  the  Society  has  issued  several  small  Tracts, 
lani-e  numbers  of  which  were  sold  at  cost,  or  iiratuitouslv  <lis- 
tributed.     The  principal  of  these  are  the  following: 

CjREAt  Auction  Sale  of  Slaves  (belonging  to  the  Butler  es- 
tate) AT  Savan'NAH, (Georgia.     Reported  for  the  I'ribune. 

Present  Condition  of  tup:  Free  Colored  People  of  the 
United  States.     By  Rev.  James  Freeman  Clarke. 

Speech  of  Wendell  Phillips,  before  the  Committee  on  Fed- 
eral Relations  of  the  Massachusetts  Legislature,  in  behalf  of 
the  Petition  tor  a  law  against  Slavediunting. 

No  Fetters  in  the  Bay  State.  Speech  of  William  Lloyd 
Garrison,  on  the  same  occasion. 

Spf-ech  of  Charles  C.  Burlek.h  at  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the 
Massachusetts  Anti-Slavery  Society.  "  Xo  Slave-hunting  in 
the  Old  Bay  State." 
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Speech  of  Rev.  Hexrv  Bi.eby,  Missionnry  to  Barbadnos,  on 
tlie  Results  of  Emancipation  in  the  British  West  India  Colo- 
nies. 

Slavery  axd  the  American  Board  of  Co^rNiissioxEES  for 
FoREiGX  Missions.     By  Charles  K.  "Whipple. 

The  Amerkax  Tract  Society.     By  Charles  K.  Whipjile. 

Proceedixos  of  the  Axti-Slaveky  Coxvextiox  IX  West 
Raxdolfii,  Vermont,  August,  1858. 

In  aildition  to  tlie  ahove,  the  Society  has  p-atuitously  dis- 
tributed al)Out  15,0t)0  tracts  and  pain])hlets,  which,  averaging; 
ten  pages  each,  amount  to  one  hundred  and  ffty  thousand 
pages. 

The  Xatioxal  Axti-Slavery  Staxoard  is  the  Society's 
organ.  It  is  ])ub]iv1ied  weekly,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  at  No. 
f)  Ik'ckman  street.  Sub>cri]>tion  price.  >!'2  ])er  annum.  Oliver 
Johnson,  Esq.  Editor;  a--i^trd  l)y  a  large  cor]is  of  Associate 
Editors,  and  of  C<irre^]iond(iits  at  hdine  and  abroad.  Subscrip- 
tioii<.  in  (4rea1  Britain  and  Ir(lan<l,  may  l)e  sent  to  Richard  1). 
Wkuu,  170  Great  Brun-^w  ick  street,  Dtddin. 

The  Anti-Slavery  Br(.LL,  the  organ  of  the  Western  Anti- 
Slavery  Society,  is  laibli^heil  at  Salem.  Columliiana  Co.,  Ohio,  at 
$;1.50  }ier  annuuL     \^.  S.  ,T(.xi:<,  P>(j.  Eilitor.  ^ 

The  LiBERATOi:  i<  ])ublivlKd  an<l  edited  by  Wm.  Lloyd  Gar- 
rison, at  No.  221  Washington  street,  Boston.  Subscription, 
$2.50  ]H'r  annum. 
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